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The Power of Faith. 
BY MRS, J. E. MC CONAUGHY,. 


66 EF ye have faith asa grain of mustard 

seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place, and it shall 
remove, and nothing shall be impossible 
unto you.’’—Matt. 17: 20. 

A merchant of Bristol, England, lost the 
most of his property at a stroke, in conse- 
quence of sea-disasters. His wife was so 
affected by the blow that her reason could 
not recover from the shock. She became 
so hopelessly insane, that it was necessary to 


» bind her hands to keep her from injuring 
' herself and others. Word was at once sent 
_, to her pious father, a hundred miles away, 


i 
Bs 


and though his heart was torn with an- 
guish, his faith was strong. He assembled 


| & few praying ones at his house, and toge- 


a 


i 


ther they made strong supplication unto 
him from whom all help cometh, that this 
daughter might be wholly restored. Then, 
with a peaceful heart, the father went about 
his daily pursuits again. 


A few days later a letter came, stating 
that the lady was entirely recovered; that 
on such an hour of such an evening her rea- 
son returned, as it were, in an instant, and 
she had since been perfectly well. It was 
no surprise to the praying father that it 
was on the same hour they met to pray 
for her, that she was “made perfectly 
whole.” 

—During the rebellion in Ireland, the 
rebels had long planned an attack on a little 
Moravian village, and at last proceeded to 
carry out their purpose. But when they en- 
tered the town, the streets were deserted. 
There was no one there to resist them, but 
in the houses there was a force mustered 
that the half savage soldiery could not resist. 
The humble brethren were on their knees, 
with clasped hands raised to heaven, in 
fuith that God would be their protector. 
The amazed rebels listened to the voice of 





prayer, raised even in behalf of their perse- 
cutors, and though they lingered a day and 
a night about the streets, they left at last by 
common consent, marching away without 
having injured a person, or even purloined 
so much as a loaf of bread. 


aa 
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For The Sunday-School Times. 
“The Lord Will Provide.” 


Disconsolate, alone I stood, 
Within my dwelling old; 

I hungered for reviving food, 
I shivered with the cold. 





The winter tempest flercely blew, 
Dark was the starless night, 

Arrows of terror pierced me through, 
I prayed for morning light. 


I heard a knocking at the door, 
I heard one softly say, 

“I’ve knocked here many times before, 
Admit me now, I pray.” 


‘With trembling haste the key I turned, 
(I nothing else could do), 

And lo, the Saviour, often spurned, 
Greeted my wondering view. 


I cried aloud, with many tears, 
“Lord, enter quickly in, 

And if I sought thee through my fears, 
Forgive the selfish sin.” 


He entered, and the dismal place 
Was filled with glorious light; 
He turned on me his radiant face, 

With love divinely bright:— 


“ All’s well,” he said, “for I am here, 
A Comforter to be; 
Hunger and cold no longer fear, 
Thy Lord provides for thee,” 
s a * * s a * e a 
My dwelling old a palace seems, 
I sing the whole day long, 
I sing at night in happy dreams, 
And Jesus is my song. 


I care not now for chilly wind, 
Fear not whate’er may be, 

Good company I always find, 
For Jesus lives with me, 


~~— <-> 
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“Do Not Speak to the Operator.” 


I ONCE visited a manufactory where 
large presses were used for stamping and 
cutting metal, which required strict atten- 
tion on the part of the workman. In a pro- 
minent position on each of these presses 
was the following notice: ‘‘ Do not speak to 
the operator!” A word from the visitor 
might have startled the workman, and 
spoiled the work. 


Sunday-school teachers are God’s work- 
men, and are, through the machinery of 
class instruction, preparing immortal souls 


J. H. M. 








for their future destiny. Let not an un- 
timely word or an interruption of any kind 
be given by lookers-on, or by officers of the 
school ; it may result in consequences which 
shall be far more disastrous than could ever 
occur at a stamping-press. 

Brother Superintendent, Secretary, Li- 
brarian, your, fellow-worker in the form 
yonder is by divine help trying to mould 
the hearts of his scholars into the likeness 
of redeemed children of grace. Be cautioug 
of approaching him in any way that might 
interrupt him. Let not a word or an act 
out of season cause the work to stop, the 
material to be spoiled, the soul lost. Such 
cases have occurred. Use discrimination, 
use carefulness. When you see indications 
of the Spirit working, pray with and for 
your teachers, but—‘' Do not speak to the 
operator !”” N.Y. 


<i +> 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


HOW TO KEEP THEM, 


_ almost every Sunday-school there may 
be found aclass of scholars who are not 
exactly prepared to become teachers, but 
who consider themselves too far advanced 
to remain in the school simply as learners, 
The question, how to keep these just at the 
period when the influence of the school is 
to them of the greatest importance, weighs 
heavily upon the minds of many teachers. 
These young people are often very inde- 
pendent of parental authority, and unless 
the magnetic influence of Ch ‘istian love is 
put forth to draw them in, they will wander 
out into the world. 

One of the best ways of enlisting the older 
pupils is to give them something to do, ina 
sort of official way, in the school. Starta 
benevolent society, and let them carry it 
forward. Invite them earnestly and lov- 
ingly into the young people’s prayer-meet- 
ing. Send them out to gather new scholars, 
giving them certain streets and districts to 
visit, and announcing their success to the 
school. In short, recognize instead of snub- 
bing the manhood that is coming upon the 
boy, the womanhood that is making the 
girl feel herself no longer a child. 


Pleasant little social meetings of these 
classes at their teachers’ houses have often 
proved an efficient way of keeping them in 
the school. These meetings do not neces- 
sarily involve eating and drinking, or any 
formal surrounding of a table, though a few 
apples or nuts often prove a great help, in 
doing away with stiffness and making 
people talk tu each other. Then books, 
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pictures, and curious or pretty things can 
be shown and discussed, and music will 
enter as a wonderful addition to the plea- 
sures of the hour. 

After all, a thoroughly earnest teacher, 
warm and wide awake, is one of the best 
means known for retaining the older pupils. 
‘* Miss Mandy, how earnest you are!’ said 
a child to a friend of mine, who was telling 
her, a poor little waif of the streets, about 
Jesus. ‘‘Of course I am, my dear,” said 
the lady; ‘‘ your heaven and mine, your 
Saviour and mine, I am talking about. I 
must be earnest! and so must you!”’ 

Then, prayer, the polished steel of the 
Christian worker, is his ever ready weapon. 
Pray for the dear children, pray without 
ceasing, pray that you may find God’s way 
to keep them, M. E. M. 

—————__—> <> + - 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


A TEXT FOR LIFE. 


ie is a good thing for a class or an indivi- 
dual to choose a text for the year. I re- 
member when a teacher of mine asked her 
pupils to choose a text for the year, a dear 
friend said, ‘‘ I will give you the one I had 
last year, and I will keepit too; itis, ‘Ican 
do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me.’’’ So I took the text with me to 
a distant State. I had a dear class there 
whom I tried to lead to Jesus, and every 
Sabbath, and many, many other times I 
leaned upon this verse.as upon a strong staff. 
One by one the class came into the fold, 
till I hoped almost all were within the gate. 
New Year’s Sabbath I gave them the dear 
old motto, and all that year I joyed to see 
how strong it made many of them. 

When another year had come, I asked 
‘* What shall be our motto this year?” ‘Oh, 
the same one,” said all. ‘‘ We have not yet 
worn it out. It has helped us so much this 
year, let us keep it.’’ 

Another year eame, and we were to part. 
‘* Boys, what motto for this year?’ I said 
again. ‘I can doall things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me,’’ said one. ‘‘Give 
us that, for this year and for life.” 

So this precious verse has been a golden 
link, uniting our hearts to each other and 
to Christ. 

Heaven’s light alone will reveal the ‘all 
things’’ that each has done “ through Christ 
which strengtheneth,’’ but we still cling to 
our motto and to him. M. 

Bienes iy S| 

The First and Best for Seed. 
AX agricultural work, in giving rules to 
farmers and gardeners, lays it down as 
an important rule, ‘‘ the first and best should 
be selected and kept for seed.’’? The pastor 
of a church who has regard for the future as 
well as for the present, and who cares for 
the planting of the church of Christ beyond 
the limits of the fields beneath his own eye, 
will keep this most necessary principle ever 
in mind. Without the observance of it, the 
church will suffer beyond the arithmetic of 
earth to compute, will dwindle, and in 
places ‘‘run out.’’ We need not say ‘ will’ 
do so; for it has done so in some places. 
- Then cast your eye, pastor, elder, Sabbath- 





school teacher, or sincere worker for Christ 
in any position in the church, over its 
young men. Study theircharacters; inquire 
as to their piety, theircapacity, their health, 
their zeal for the Master’s work; suggest 
the claims of the ministry of the gospel to 
them, and the perishing condition of the 
human race; remove their difficulties, coun- 
sel them, encourage them. Let this be a 
principle—‘' The first and best for seed,’’— 
The Record (Presbyterian Board). 
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For the Sunday-School Times, - 
He Prays for the Children. 


E have a new minister. Weare not 
much acquainted with him yet, but 
we know we shall like him, because he 
prays for the children. Not in a stiff, for- 
mal manner, as if from mere force of habit 
or duty, but with language fresh and tender, 
as if gushing from a fount of love within. 
‘* Father, bless the dear little children,’’ he 
prays, and asks for grace to help the child- 
soul in its struggles with sin and tempta- 
tion, its reaching out towards the better life. 
Ah, yes, we know he loves the children, 
and will not only pray for them, but will 
work for them with an earnest sympathy 
and devotion. And what better qualifica- 
tion for his office can a pastor have, than a 
loving appreciation of the worth and wants 
of the preeious lambs of his flock? Is it not 
the most promising field of labor? Are not 
the children the most hopeful part of his 
charge? While the gray heads and world- 
hardened hearts will sit unmoved under his 
most eloquent appeals, a few tender, earnest 
words will’ win scores of young souls to 
Jesus! 

Oh then, pastors, pray for the children, 
and ‘don’t forget to add to your prayers 
loving effort to gather them into the fold. 

ETA. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 
The Prayer of Faith. 


666 A my class for Jesus this year?’ 
Oh, I wish it might be so.”’ 
‘* Why may it not be so?’’ 
‘* Oh, I 4m such a poor teacher.”’ 


‘* But you are not to convert them. God 
does not expect you to convert them; that 
is his work, and he will doit if youask him 
and work with him.’’ 

‘*But I cannot ask in faith, as I wish, 
nothing doubting.”’ 

‘* How do you ask? Have you any faith 
at all ?”’ 

**Oh, I hope so, just a little.’’ 


‘¢ Well, if you haveeven 4 little to ‘begin 
with, just enough to ask for more, then keep 
asking, keep getting more and more. Faith 
is the giftof God. He giveth to all liberally 
and upbraideth not. Ask for faith to pray 
for more faith. Pray till you can believe 
your Saviour’s word. Pray thus for your- 
self and your class, You will be heard.” 

8. R. M. 


> <> 


As a father not too soon 

Grants his child the longed-for boon, 
So our God gives when He will;— 
Wait His leisure and be still, 











For The Sunday-School Times, 


“ONLY A CHILD.” 


BY REV. JAMES M. FREEMAN. 


HO’S dead over there?’ said one 
man to another, as he saw arrange- 
ments making for a funeral. 

“Oh, it’s only a child,’’ was the answer. 

Are children, then, of no special import- 
ance to society? Inside that house ot 
mourning was a weeping mother. She 
would not say, ‘Only achild.’’ The pa- 
tient waiting on the little sufferer, the 
sleepless nights, the anxious days, the alter- 
nating hopes and fears, followed at last by 
the crushing consciousness of bereavement, 
all testify to the high position of that child 
in her estimation. But the stranger pass- 
ing by, having no personal interest in the 
matter, barely stops fora moment to ask a 
question, and then passes on, with the cold 
remark, ‘‘ Only a child.” 

This is but one illustration of the light 
estimation in which childhood is held by 
many people. Surly landlords regard chil- 
dren as social nuisances, and do all in their 
power to keep them out of the houses they 
own. In any of our large cities a childless 
family can secure a house to live in, far 
easier than a family having little ones. 
Dignified merchants and professional men, 
to say nothing of the dandies, move majes- 
tically along the street, never noticing 
the groups of children at play, unless the 
youngsters get in the way of their polished 
boots, when they thrust. them aside with 
rude hands, as if they were vermin, and 
give them asavage scowl, and a severe re- 
primand for getting in the way. Ministers 
often suffer months to pass without a soli- 
tary recognition of childhood from the pul- 
pit, save occasionally in the shape of dog- 
matic discourse, which, though it may be 
on the subject of childhood, is totally in- 
comprehensible to children, There are 
preachers who are seldom seen in the Sun- 
day-school; and when on rare occasions 
they get. there, they are manifestly ill at 
ease. Some of them even think it a 
mark of a highly philosophical mind that 
they take no interest in children. They 
are absorbed in matters of greater import- 
ance. 

‘¢Let these common preachers of lower 
mental calibre, and these laymen, who 
know nothing of philosophy and of divi- 
nity, go into the Sunday-school. They can 
adapt themselves to that kind of small 
work ; but we, who are men of intellect, 
and given to philosophical research, and to 
the discussion of metaphysical subtleties, 
must be excused. It is really beneath our 
level.’’ 

People who walk on stilts must beware of 
their steps. Now and then some of these 
theological stilt-walkers stumble, and fall 
into gross absurdities, as, for instance, when 
they attempt to ignore the Sunday-school 
and Sunday-school workers. 

‘Only a child.’’ This has been the recog- 
nized pogition of childhood with many for a 
long time. Sunday-schol teachers are com- 
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plimented for their good intentions, but are 
supposed to be engaged in a small business. 
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But while all these sham philosophers and 
zoneceited dignities have been regarding 
childhood as something beneath their no- 
tice, the real philosophers and thinkers of 
the age have joined with Sunday-school la- 
borers in regarding the treatment of child- 
hood as of the first importance. If the only 
duty we owe to children be to devise various 
ways of amusing them, we might well leave 
the work to nurses and toy makers and 
penny rhymesters. But there are higher 
duties than these; duties so wide in their 
scope and so varied in their character as to 
give opportunity for usefulness to every be- 
nevolent heart. The unlettered Christian, 
whose soul throbs with an earnest desire to 
do good, need not desist, because he feels 
his mental deficiencies. To feel them, is to 
begin to overcome them. Our Sunday- 
schools are often training-schools to the 
teachers, as well as to the pupils. At the 
same time the most learned of our philoso- 
phers can find work in the Sunday-school, 
if they will seek it. There is room enough 
for all. 

“Only a child,’ is rapidly becoming an 
expression of the past, and the time will 
come when its ancient meaning will be in- 
vestigated by antiquarians, and everybody 
will wonder that the idea should ever have 
been prevalent in a Christian community, 
that a child was of no special importance. 
Every year increases the interest felt in 
childhood. Our Sunday-school Institutes 
and Conventions and periodicals are won- 
derfully stirring the public mind. There is 
a mighty shaking among the dry bones of 
antediluvian fossils, which may be found 
in many of our churches, as in museums, 
snugly tucked away and labelled. Some of 
them give evidence of being disturbed at 
these progressive movements, and they evi- 
dently long for the good old times when 
the only notice ever taken of children in 
church was a solemn frown, a reproving 
word, or a fillip on the cranium. Old bones! 
lie still, and don’t disturb us by your rat- 
tling! It’sofnouse. ‘Only a child,’ be- 
longs to your age; we want to drive it out 
of ours. Wesee in childhood the formation 
period of human life, and we dare not ne- 
glect it. We look upon children as impor- 
tant members of society, not simply for 
what they are, but for what they are yet to 
be. We want humanity to be looking God- 
ward after we go to our rest, and for that 
reason we are training the children to be- 
come workers in the field. 

—_—__t ao 

For The Sunday-School Times, 

“GOD IS LOVE.” 
T is one of Satan’s lies that God hates 
sinners; for what says his holy Word ? 
“God is love.’”” John 4:8. ‘Godsoloved 
the world (a world of sinners, reader,) that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ John 3:16. “God 
commendeth his love to us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.’’ 
Rom. 5: 8 Nay, sin is that abominable 
thing which God hates; but for the sinner 
his heart is full of love. Yet is he holy and 
just as well as good, and therefore must 





punish all sin unatoned for by the blood of 
Christ. 

But why this lie of the crooked serpent? 
Because he is the adversary of souls, and he 
well knows that while hate begets hate, 
love begets love. Ah, yes, could the sinner 
but be made to believe the love that God 
has for him—could he but get one glimpse 
into the tender heart of the Father of all 
mercies, ‘‘who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth,’ he could no longer refuse to 
obey the gracious invitations, ‘‘ Come unto 
me. Give me thine heart. Look unto me 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.”’ 

MARTHA FARQUHARSON. 
—_ Or eo -t—“‘i‘=S 
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Hard to be Good. 
66 ENRY,’’ I said to one of my most 
weary scholars, ‘‘ you have been a 
very good boy this week. I hope you will 
do as well all the term.’’ 

‘Til try, teacher,’”’ said Harry, with an 
audible sigh; I’ll try, but it’s awful hard 
work to be good.” 

‘Ah, Harry,’’ I thought, as he turned 
away, ‘‘you are not the fiftst one who has 
found this out. To be good is up-hill work 
for all, and the hill is so high and so steep 
that none can climb alone. If you try ever 
so hard, you will fail.’”’ 

‘““Who will help me,’’ says one; ‘‘ who 
can help me better than myself? Why not 
depend upon myself in this as in other 
things ?”’ t 

Because you cannot do this alone. Be- 
cause there is one who will help you to be 
good, who longs to help you if you will but 
ask him. Jesus, your Saviour, is his name. 
He says, without me ye can do nothing 
(nothing good). It is hard work without 
him, but goto him and you will find his 
yoke easy and his burden light. 

It will not then be so ‘‘ hard work to be 
good.”’ 8. R. M. 
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THE TEACHER’S AIM. 


b 2 yee many teachers are in the Sunday- 
school without a definite aim! They 
hold a position in the school, and they can 
searcely tell why. There are Mr. A. and 
Miss B., who attend regularly because it is 
very pleasant to be engaged in the same 
work, and to have each other’s company to 
and from the school! If you could sit in 
their classes and listen carefully to their 
instruction, you would very likely be im- 
pressed with the fact that they had no ob- 
ject in view, no aim before them. There 
was: but a cursory glance at the lesson, a 
haste to get through with it, and an almost 
total want of interest on the part of the class. 

Now what is the teacher’s work? Is it 
not of high and solemn import? Should 
any less motive actuate him than the salva- 
tion of his scholars? Surely not. A teacher 
virtually engages, when he assumes the 
post, to instruct the children in the way of 
life, and point them to the Lamb of God. 
If this were the grand aim of every teacher, 
what a wonderful work would be accom- 





plished in a short time! But there are 
many teachers who never ask their scholars 
the question, Do you love Jesus? In fact 
they know nothing of the religious feelings 
of their scholars, and in too many cases the 
teacher has no religious experience what- 
ever. 

Not long since, a consistent teacher was 
appointed to teach a class of eight young 
ladies, and but one was religious. She be- 
came much interested in their salvation. 
So she went to work praying for them in 
her closet. She visited them as she had op- 
portunity, and talked religion to them, and 
laid it before them every day, and made 
them feel that the great object of her Sun- 
day-school work was the conversion of every 
scholar. She told them that she would not 
be satisfied until all were happy in the love 
of Jesus. She did not labor over three 
months until she saw all of her class happy 
in the love of God. What this teacher has 
done others can do, if they will work and 
pray to this end. Let every teacher so- 
lemnly resolve, I will have all my class for 
Jesus, God helping me! B. C. L. 
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The Poor Ye Have With You Always. 


T was a cold, severe winter. Little 
Minna, the only daughter of kind pa- 
rents, gathered the crumbs that fell from 
the table, and twice a day went into the 
yard, scattering them about. The little 
birds flew aown and picked them up. But 
the child’s hand trembled with the bitter 
cold. 

Her parents watched her, rejoicing at the 
lovely sight, and asked, 

‘Why do you do this, Minna?’’ 

‘* Everything is covered with ice and 
snow,’’ she replied, ‘‘so that the birdies can 
find nothing. They are poor now, and I 
am rich, therefore I feed them; just as the 
rich people support and nourish the poor.’’ 

The father said, 

‘‘ But thou canst not feed them all!” 

The sweet child replied, 

‘Do not all children in the world act as 
Ido? Donot all therich people sustain 
all the poor?’’ 

The father looked at the mother of the 
little girl and said, ‘‘Oh, innocent simpli- 
city !’—From Krummacher's Parables. 

5. W. W. 
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Sorrow’s Mission. 


“Tt is not on the summer-tide of life 

That the heart hoards its treasures: 

For sadness teaches us the truth of things 

Which had been hid beneath the crown of flowers 
Which gadness wears; and the few silent hours 

Of quiet, heavenward thought, which sorrow brings, 
Are better than a life in pleasure’s bowers, 
Drinking the poisonous chalice which she pours, 
To quench our heavenlier spirit’s murmurings,” 


—<ii~<- 


Is rr not upon those jewels that Christ 
especially esteems, and means to make most 
resplendent, that he hath his tools oftenest? 
—M’ Cheyne. 
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AN old writer has quaintly, yet beauti- 
fully, called the Twenty-third Psalm “ the 
bleating of Messiah’s sheep.’’ 
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Lesson No. 10, to be taught Sunday, 
March 7th, may be found in Matt. 17: 22-27. 
Subject: ‘‘ Jehovah Jireh.” The Fish and 
the Coin. 

a 

WE have received $1 for Chloe Lankton, 
from Mrs. 8. T., Davenport, Iowa; $1 from 
M. A. H., Minnesota; $1 from Mrs. A. M. 
H., Davenport, Iowa; $1 from Mrs. H. M., 
Round Hill, Conn.; $1 from J. W. R., 
Brunswick, Georgia. 
SESSA ST EY ES 

OuR readers will be pained to hear of 
the death of Mr. R. G. PARDEE, of New 
York city, on the fourth day of Febru- 
ary. He had reached his fifty-eighth 
year. Although for some months under 
the physician’s care, he was yet able 
to be about, and his sudden decease was 
quite unlooked-for; indeed, only a few 
days before, he took part in a monthly 
meeting of the Sabbath-school Teachers’ 
Association, in his city, and about the same 
time we received a note from him in usual 
hepeful terms, speaking of his fast impro- 
ving health, and arranging for continued 
and increasing Sabbath-school labors. 

This news will carry sorrow to many 
hearts, not only in this country, but also in 
England and Scotland, where he was widely 
known through his large personal correspon- 
dence and his eminent services to the cause. 
Mr. Pardee was among the foremost Sab- 
bath-school educators of the day. He has 
not inaptly been styled Major-General of 
the American Sunday-School Army. We 
prefer to think of him asa Paul among 
Sunday-school Apostles, for his devoted zeal, 
his ceaseless energy, and his missionary 
tours in the States and counties, inciting, 
suggesting, and directing the Sunday-school 
labors of his brethren. By mouth and by 
pen he labored. His practical mind seized 
those phases of the cause that could best be 
applied in actual practice; and his ready 
voice clearly, plainly and decidedly uttered 
the wisdom of a rich experience and a very 
wide observation. No State Sunday-School 
Convention or important Institute gather- 
ing seemed to be complete without his pre- 
sence. He will be mourned as a heavy loss 
to the cause, the world over. Only the 
Master can raise up and qualify another to 
fill his place. 





Removing Mountains. 
OUR LORD often used strong language 
in enforcing his commands. These 


forms of expression have become so familiar 
to us that in many cases we fail to appre- 
ciate their almost startling force. It is well, 
therefore, occasionally to use some method 
of comparison which may make the preg- 
nant import of the Saviour’s words more 
real to our minds. As we endeavored in 





this way to form some idea of the value of 
a human soul, let us see if we can realize to 
our minds the mighty power which our 
Lord ascribes to faith. 

In all human calculations, the ultimate 
unit of power, as of value, is what one man 
can doinaday. Let us apply this test to 
the case before us, and let us begin witha 
very familiar example. In travelling by 
railroad, we often see a gang of laborers, 
thirty or forty perhaps together, busily en- 
gaged with wheel-barrow and spade in level- 
ing a projecting bank, wheeling the gravel 
barrow-load at a time into the adjoining 
marsh. Now, by using the formulas com- 
mon among engineers, we can calculate just 
how many months will be required for a 
given company of laborers to bring the hill 
to the level of the surrounding plain. But 
suppose the problem were to wheel the 
Alleghanies on the east and the Rocky 
mountains on the west, with all the inter- 
vening hills and mountains, into the ocean, 
soas to make of the whole North Ameri- 
can continent one vast level plain. Scien- 
tific engineers, who in pushing the iron 
track across the continent have had to level 
so many hills and to fill up so many valleys, 
could calculate the requirements of even 
this problem, though doubtless it would 
take the entire working population of the 
globe, working steadily for more centuries 
than those which have revolved since the 
time of Adam. So stupendous is the work 
of removing mountains! and the Rocky 
mountains and the Alleghanies, be it re- 
membered, are by no means among the 
highest or most difficult to be found upon 
the earth. Yet this isthe bold figure by 
which Christ would convey to us some idea 
of the mighty power of faith. The idea 
would be still nearer the truth, if, instead 
of twelve hundred millions of men being 
employed upon the task, and that for a 
thousand generations, it were given to one 
single man to lift from their bed, not the 
Alleghanies merely, but the stupendous 
Himalayas, and, by a single exertion of 
power, transfer their mighty upheaved 
mass from the centre of Asia to the centre 
of the Pacific ocean, and do it, moreover, 
with the same ease with which an ordinary 
man would pick up a mustard seed and 
throw it into the highway! 

And is it possible, we may well exclaim, 
that there is in the world a power, which, 
without the charge of exaggeration, may 
be spoken of in terms such as these? What 
is this faith, that ean work such wonders ? 
What are some of the mountain-like diffi- 
culties, which it has the power to remove? 

Let us look at the case which led our 











Lord to make his startling assertion. The 
youth who was brought to be healed was, 
in the first place, a lunatic. His reason had 
fled, he was a madman; and though this 
form of disease, under the skillful treatment 
of modern science, is at times within the 
reach of remedies, yet at others it defies all 
the efforts of human skill, and the physi- 
cian finds that he can no more restore the 
reason than he could originally create it. 
In the case of the youth before us, we are 
expressly told that the disease was of the 
most aggravated kind; he was ‘sorely 
afflicted” and violent, and bent apparently 
upon self-destruction, throwing himself 
‘‘ofttimes into the fire and oft into the 
water.’”’ Besides this, and perhaps as the 
cause of it, he had that particular form of 
evil which, for wise purposes, was suffered 
to prevail in Judea at that time. He was 
inhabited by ademon. A spirit from tho 
pit of woe, wicked, malicious, unclean, and 
of terrific power, was allowed, in somo 
manner unexplainable to us, to dwell inside 
of this human form, and to exert a control- 
ling influence over the youth’s thoughts 
and actions. What could medical aid, what 
could human strength of any kind, avail in 
such a case? 

Are there not now cases of moral and spi- 
ritual derangement as hopeless apparently 
as was that of the lad brought to our Saviour 
on that occasion? Suppose the case of the 
convict Twitchell to be as the jury found it 
to be, and that he really killed that defence- 
less old woman in the cruel manner de- 
scrived, whether his motive was that of 
gain, or the demon of ungovernable passion, 
who would hope successfully to plant the 
seeds of mercy, gentleness, or forbearance, 
in such a soil? And who has not seen cases 
of drunkenness, of uncleanness, of lying, of 
profanity, of stealing, where the criminal 
seems given over beyond all power of self- 
control, and where reform seems as hope- 
less as would be the attempt to pluck up 
Chimborazo by the roots and cast it into the 
sea? And whocan go through the slums 
and the low haunts of vice in our cities, 
without feeling that a thorough purification 
of society is indeed a difficulty mountain- 
high? Or who can look abroad over the 
world, and see the hundreds of millions of 
the race that are sunk in heathenism, and 
the enormous magnitude of this work to be 
done before the nations shall be converted, 
and not feel that the task is, humanly 
speaking, hopeless? Or, without referring 
to these extreme cases, whether general or 
particular, who was ever brought by the 
Spirit of God to see his own exceeding sin- 
fulness, without feeling that barriers im- 
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passable, mountain-high, were interposed 
between him and his Maker? 

The man who attempts, in any other way 
than that appointed in the gospel, either to 
convert himself, or to convert others, to re- 
form the intemperate, or the slaves of pas- 
sion in any shape, to regenerate society, 
or the world, will find himself confronted 
by a task equal to that of the disciples 
when they undertook to exorcise the demon 
out of the unfortunate boy. What, then, 
shall he do? Shall he give up in despair? 
What did the disciples do, when they found 
their efforts unavailing? What did the 
father do, when he found that the disciples 
could not heal his child?—He brought the 
boy to Jesus! ‘‘ Bring him hither to me,” 
said the Master. Thatis the true cure for 
unbelief. That is the faith which removes 
mountains. Not that the work before us is 
easy. Not that we can of ourselves do it. 
But Christ is almighty, and he can do 
mighty works now, as easily as he did then. 
We must look away from ourselves, look 
away from the mountains of difficulty that 
are before us, and all around us, and look 
only on Him. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


The Benefits of School Visitation. 
BY JAMES H. KELLOGG. 


T is the desire of the efficient and con- 
scientious secular teacher, as it should 

be of the Sunday-school instructor, that the 
patrons and friends of the institution should 
personally witness the evidences of its pro- 
gress and have opportunity to criticise its 
operations. In this respect, as in many 
others, the course of careful and experienced 
day-sehool teachers may well be noted and 
imitated in the matter of the public religious 
instruction of the young. It is true of cities 
and villages, as of congregations, that they 
do not spontaneously manifest the care for 
these interests that they ought. Hence the 
ingenuity of the teacher must be exercised 
to awaken and stimulate a worthy appre- 
ciation of this duty. Sometimes this is 
done by particular notice of the children in 
whom such delinquents are interested, in 
quiet ways that shall not lead to a charge of 
favoritism ; sometimes by occasional extra 
exercises, in which the pupils generally are 
assigned a part; and, again, by issuing of 
notes of invitation, sent by the hands of the 
children, requesting attendance at the regu- 
lar examinations. In some places large 
committees of ladies and gentlemen are ap- 
pointed by the educational boards, whose 
names are publicly announced, and on the 
occasions of examination the school-rooms 
are frequently crowded to excess with inte- 
rested visitors, Indeed, it is not infre- 
quently the case that the enthusiasm of the 
auditors is raised to a high pitch in view of 
the admirable performances so common 
under our beneficent systems of public in- 
struction in thiscountry. The results of all 





this are unmistakably the enlargement of 
popular sympathy for the cause of educa- 
tion, increased liberality in pecuniary ap- 
propriations for its support, and an en- 
hanced respect for those who occupy the 
important and responsible position of the 
teacher or the superintendent. To make a 
practical suggestion, let a supply of printed 
(or written) forms, either in the style of a 
card or note, be prepared, (the latter pre- 
ferred), to read somewhat as follows: 


Sunday-School, 
— —,, 1869. 


M— ¢ 

It would afford us much gratification and 
encouragement to see you as frequently as 
your circumstances will permit, at the ses- 
sions of the school, which are held each 
Sabbath at — o'clock — M., and also at our 
monthly concerts (or missionary meetings), 
which occur on the Sabbath of each 
month, at — o’clock — M. We hope you 
will make an effort to pay us a visit very 
often during the year, and can assure you 
always a hearty welcome. Will it be too 
much to request that you ask our common 
Lord and Saviour to bless our poor efforts to 
serve him, and guide the young souls you 
love in the way of life and peace? 

Your friend in Christ, 

















, Teacher. 





, Sup’t. 

These invitations, sent out at occasional 
intervals by the hand of the pupil, could 
scarcely fail of exciting a fresh interest on 
the part of parents and friends, and bring- 
ing many to the school-room, some of whom, 
at least, would permanently attend and 
join the adult classes. And some, perhaps, 
hearing the children recite and sing the 
songs of the Saviour, might find the better 
way and set their faces Zionward. 

Such a method of ‘advertising,’ if it be 
so denominated, is at least legitimate. It 
simply reminds those who should be inte- 
rested therein, of their duty to give to our 
Sunday-schools the influence of their fre- 
quent presence, and to the teachers and offi- 
cers the benefit of friendly counsel and en- 
couragement, nothing less than which can 
ever be justly tendered them. And if by 
such simple and easily available means any 
good may be secured to the cause for which 
we labor, the cost of the printer’s ink and 
the trifling sacrifice of time involved in 
such a plan will have been worthily be- 
stowed. A little mustard seed may grow to 
the stature of the greatest tree of the field, 
and some great result of blessing may flow 
from an act as simple even as that we have 
contemplated. 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


The Name. 

pressre it may be well to change. 

Many minds are now exercised upon 
the subject, and considerable dissatisfaction 
with our old title no doubt exists. Itis 
true that 

“That which we call a rose, 

By any other name would smell as sweet;” 
and with the new phase our Sunday work 
is rapidly assuming, a new name would 








——— 


seem desirable. We have so far outgrown 
the original idea of the Sabbath-school that 
the name has ceased to be applicable. Some 
of our earnest workers now call their Sab- 
bath session a Bible-school ; others, Church- 
school. We also hear of Bible-service. 
Now which of these, if either, is to be pre- 
ferred, we cannot say: but it would seem 
well to drop the word ‘‘school.’’ Its asso- 
ciations are so secular, in consequence 
of our wide-spread system of: public 
education, that it would appear wise 
to substitute some less objectionable and 
more descriptive word. These suggestions 
are made now so as to secure general atten- 
tion to the subject, and obtain the best 
thoughts of the best minds upon it. The 
National Convention, in April, will no 
doubt consider the matter, and it is desira- 
ble to obtain all the light possible, before 
final action shall be taken. . Who will sug- 
gest the best new name? Sr. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
The Pulpit and the Youngsters. 
BY REV. ALFRED TAYLOR. 


T would seem as if the memory of some 
good men does not extend back to the 

time when they were boys. They forget 
what are the feelings of a boy; what his 
capacity for swallowing long sentences and 
hard words; what temptations to restless- 
ness and weariness attack him; and what 
difficulties he needs to be helped out of. 
Understanding thoroughly, as they do, the 
way of salvation, and how to present it to 
people who understand it as well as they do 
themselves, it does not occur to them that 
the young men and women of fifteen years 
old and downwards, have any trouble in 
digesting or remembering the solid chunks 
of doctrine which are statedly portioned out 
from the pulpit, alike to adult and juvenile. 

The learned theologian who, in preaching 
to his congregation, stated that ‘‘ myste- 
riousness and incomprehensibility are the 
normal conditions of everything pertaining 
to Deity,’? must have been born into the 
world a grown-up Doctor of Divinity. 
Somehow or other, he must have skipped 
over the period which other people know as 
boyhood; or else he must have been asleep 
during that generally happy time. The 
thought that children have minds which 
can be interested, or that their minds are 
worth trying to interest, does not find its 
way into such mighty brains as those of 
this preacher. 

It is unreasonable to expect children to 
attend to sermons which are above their 
comprehension ; especially when we con- 
sider that there are sometimes to be found. 
adults who cannot give a straight account 
of all that the preacher said. The causes 
which produce wandering of the youthful 
thoughts are a thousand fold more numer- 
ous than those which distract the attention 
of the father and mother. A recent close 
examination of a lad who had tried hard tc 
remember the sermon, disclosed the fact 
that the preacher had been discoursing on 
‘6Man.’’ The first head of the sermon had 
set forth that ‘‘man is a causative entity ;” 
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the second, that ‘‘man’s causation is pro- 
gressive,’ but beyond that, when the 
preacher got into the thick of his subject, 
the poor boy’s memory failed him. Chil- 
dren ought fo be trained to go to church 
and to listen to sermons; but ministers 
ought to be trained to give them something 
that they can both understand and remem- 
ber. 

Some months ago I took two of my chil- 
dren, the youngest a chick not five years 
old, to hear a sermon preached at the dedi- 
eation of a neighboring church. I placed 
them in the front seat; then took my seat 
in the pulpit, whence I could see their faces. 
The sermon was an able one, but, of course, 
not particularly addressed to children, ex- 
cept in one passage, toward the close, where 
the preacher alluded to the fact that even 
the children could contribute to the pros- 
perity of the church by doing what was in 
their power. He enforced what he said on 
the subject by a quotation from the well 
known hymn, 

‘*Little drops of water, 

Little grains of sand.” 
Up to the time that he commenced his allu- 
sion to children, the little ones attended no 
more than children generally attend to a 
sermon in which they hear nothing spe- 
cially calculated to interest them. But 
when he spoke about children, and in a way 
that children could understand, both these 
weary youngsters brightened their eyes, 
held up their heads, and gaveas close atten- 
tion as they were capable of. As we were 
going home, I questioned them on what 
they had gathered from the sermon. The 
youngest chick remarked, ‘‘ Why, papa, he 
didn’t say that hymn right; he don’t know 
it, abit ;’’ and she called my attention to one 
line, in which he had used the word “‘ plea- 
sant’’ for ‘‘beauteous.” So much for chil- 
dren’s attention, when we give them any- 
thing to attend to. They will not only 
give attention, but they will give it so 
sharply as to catch us if we ever make mis- 
takes. 

A great many ministers never try to 
preach specially to their children. 

Some ministers say they would like to try 
it, but they are sure they would break down, 
and make the whole thing ridiculous. 

Some consider it the specialty of young 
men, and say they have been in the minis- 
try so long that it is useless for them to at- 
tempt to change old habits. They have 
been in the habit of putting the children to 
sleep, and will let them sleep on. 

Some young men say they have just come 
from the seminary, where it was not taught, 
and where never a hint was given them 
about interesting the juvenile part of an 
audience. And therefore they pray to be 
excused till they have been in the ministry 
a few years. 

And there are other men who have an 
earnest desire to carry the gospel to the 
heart of every boy and girl in their congre- 
gations, but who feel clumsy and awkward 
about beginning it. They ask for hints. 
They want to be shown how. It is not 
practicable for them to sit under the minis- 
try of the men who are well known as suc- 





cessful preachers to children. What are 
they to do? They wish there was some- 
thing published that would supply their 
want. 

It is impossible, good brother, to give you 
a receipt for preaching to children. The 
man who would want a mere book of direc- 
tions (after the fashion of a cookery book) 
would make dismally mechanical work of 
his preaching, and would fail to interest his 
youngsters. But it is a pleasure to be able 
to direct you to exactly what will help you. 
When a man who understands the work of 
taking the gospel to the mind of the youth- 
ful hearer, as brother Trumbull does, will 
take the trouble to give us his experience 
and counsel, in book form, be sure it is 
worth reading and studying. 


If the brother who wants to be helped in 
preaching, and in conducting religious ser- 
vices generally, to the edification of his 
children, asks for the best help-book in that 
line, let him seek it, then, in ‘‘ Children in 
the Temple.” If half the hints given in 
that valuable work are followed, in the 
pulpits of our country, we will have an en- 
tirely different relation from that. which 
too generally exists between the pastor in 
the pulpit and the youngster in the pew. 

While there may be some men who excel 
others in this work of preaching to children, 
yet there are few men who cannot do it with 
some degree of profit to all concerned. It 
need not be thought the specialty of either 
old age or youth. Twoof the best and most 
widely known preachers to children in this 
country are men with hoary heads. Under 
the preaching of one of these, the writer 
used to sit some twenty-five years ago; and 
some of the sermons then preached took 
such hold on the youthful memory, that 
they are nearly as fresh now as then. 


Try it, good brother, with all the helps 
you can obtain. Put your best energy and 
your brightest thoughts into it. The fal- 
tering tongue may be unloosed, and God may 
make you the instrument of carrying the 
gospel to many a youthful soul. 


a 


THE QUESTION BOX. 


[This is your “box,” fellow teacher and worker, 
and you are invited to use it freely, in asking and 
answering any questions that bear upon the Sun- 
day-school work.] 





Questions. 

Will not the studied and printed Lessons 
as published in THE SuNDAY-SCHOOL 
TimMEs and SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER, 
make teachers indolent and dependent ; for 
is it possible that a teacher can receive and 
convey to his scholars the thoughts of others 
as efficiently as those he has by patient study 
wrought out for himself ? J. O. C. 





Answers. 

To what extent should Sunday-schools be 
graded? is asked. It is an important ques- 
tion; and I hope that our Sunday-school 
men will give us all the light needed. I 
have known great evil to grow out of cer- 
tain graded schools. Having had some ex- 
perience, I will here give my views: 

1. Let the infant department be in a sepa- 





rate room, if possible, and make no distinc- 
tion as to position; but let the scholars feel 
that they are all on an equality. 

2. Let there be a Bible department, to in- 
clude all above the infant school. Here I 
would have all recognized as equal in posi- 
tion. No class should out-rank another, as 
far as the general arrangement of the school 
is concerned. There will be of necessity a 
great difference in the ability of the classes, 
but what I insist upon is, that one class 
shall not be elevated above another. Be- 
cause, I can see no good reason for it; while 
there are many objections against it. A 
distinction is created in the school. The 
scholars in class No. 1 are led to feel that 
they hold the highest position in the school. 
They will feel their importance soon enough 
without any such distinction. Again, other 
classes will feel that they are more or less 
degraded, according to their position in the 
school; and this is wrong. It produces a 
depressing influence, which should not be 
fostered in any place, much less in a Sun- 
day-school. In such graded schools as I re- 
fer to, I have known persons driven away 
because they were not advanced enough in 
education to take rank with those of their 
age and size. This should ever be avoided. 
our object is to reach all and lead them to 
Jesus, and not to display mental attain- 
ments. B. C. L. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.) 


Brooklyn, L. I.— 


The February meeting of the Brooklyn Sun- 
day-School Union, was held at the Reformed 
church, on Joralemon Street. Most of the time 
was occupied in tender and affectionate refe- 
rences to our deceased brother Pardee, who, 
although connected with the New York Asso- 
ciation, was yet one of us. 

The Chairman, Mr. Parsons, spoke of the 
earnestness of Mr. Pardee in his Sunday-school 
labors, the thoroughness with which he did 
everything he undertook, his cheerful charac- 
ter and smiling countenance, and of the fact 
that whenever he spoke he had something to 
say. He seemed always to hit the mark, to 
say something of benefit, to some, if not all, in 
the audience. 

Mr. A. D. Matthews remarked that he had 
been long acquainted with Mr. Pardee, and 
quite intimately ; had been with him on many 
committees of the State Association, and learn- 
ed to love him, as, indeed; all had who came in 
contact with him. His lucid views and ready 
conclusions upon vexatious and intricate ques- 
tions, were remarkable. He was always full 
of enthusiasm and earnestness, and it was 
doubtless true of him, as Dr. Duryea had said at 
the funeral, that he had worked himself down. 
He probably felt, in reference to his work, as 
Mr. Ralph Wells felt about his, when he re- 
plied to a friend who said, 

“Mr. Wells, you are working too hard, it is 
suicidal for you to try to do so much.” 

“Yes, Ido work too hard, but I have to do 
your work and my own too!” 

Mr. Woodruff followed in the expression of 
regard for Mr. Pardee and his labors, and 
others also spoke of the deceased in much af- 
fection and held his example up before the au- 
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dience as worthy of imitation. Mr. Woodruff 
sugested that it might be well to appoint a 
committee to draft resolutions, expressing the 
sorrow felt by the Union at the death of Mr. 
Pardee and appreciation of his services in the 
Sunday-school, and, as the meeting endorsed 
the suggestion, Mr. Albert Woodruff, Mr. A. 
D. Matthews and Mr. Beekman were appointed 
such committee. 

A Bible lesson on the subject of the ‘‘Syro- 
phoenician woman,” was given in a very inte- 
resting manner by Mr. DeWitt C. Taylor, 
after which the exercises were brought to a 
close. 





New York City— 


The Morning Star Sunday-school had its 
opening exercises in a public hall on Sunday 
last. Eminent Sunday-school pastors and lay- 
men attended and participated. 





Union County, New Jersey— 


The first Institute was held in Rahway, Feb- 
ruary 11th and 12th, under the care of George 
R. Jaques, the County Secretary. Rev. J.S. 
Porter, D. D., was the Conductor, and W. F. 
Sherwin had charge of the music. Mr. and 
Mrs, Clark, of Newark; Prof. C. W. Sanders, 
of New York; Drs. Miller, Rodgers, and Shed- 
den; Revs. Hadley, Daily, Plumley, Daniels; 
Messrs. Davidson, Stout, Atherton, and others 
took partin the exercises. The attendance and 
enthusiasm increased from beginning to end, 
and the sessions closed with a general convic- 
tion that the time had been too short. 8. 





Wheatland, Ill.— 


The seventh quarterly Convention of Wheat- 
land township, was held at Mount Gilead 
church, four miles south of Decatur, IIL, on 
the 7th of February. A discussion on the 
growing benefits derived by all who are con- 
nected with the Sunday-school work, was so 
animated and glowing, that a whole morning 
was profitably given up to it. The question of 
unconverted teachers was also well ventilated, 
and the opinion seemed to be general that while 
conversion was necessary for the highest 
success in the work, there were yet intelli- 
gent, moral persons, whose hearts were in 
Sympathy with the effort, who would do more 
good than many cold-hearted Christians who 
have little energy and not interest enough to 
prepare the lessons and attend the school and 
teachers’ meetings regularly. David Hopkins 
is President of the Convention. SECRETARY. 
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Rochester, N. Y¥.— 


A correspondent writes: We are enjoying a 
blessed revival in our city. The scholars in 
eur Sunday-schools are testifying to the love 
of Christ, and many are yielding their hearts 
tohim. In our own school, (Plymouth Con- 
gregational church) yesterday, some 40 or 50 
rose for the prayers of Christians—many with 
tears streaming down their.cheeks. All were 
deeply affected. We felt the presence of the 
Haly Spirit in our midst. N. 





Wisconsin Items— 


Oconomowoc has profited by a live Sunday- 
school Institute. Baptist, Methodist and Con- 
gregational teachers and pastors heartily united 
in it. Of course it was rich in instruetion and 
Spiritual joy. Seldom have so many or go per- 
tinent questions been asked upon Sunday- 
school work. The answers were brief, spirited, 
and generally satisfactory. Messrs, Byron, 





Perkins, Foote and Rice were present by invi- 
tation. 

West Salem, not willing to fall behind in 
Sunday-school work, also held an Institute, 
January 19th and 20th. The points treated had 
a direct bearing upon the wants of the schools 
in that vicinity. It was said that not one family 
in twenty-five, in the township of Hamilton, 
had a Bible Dictionary of any sort, nor any 
Bible helps; and not one in fifty a concordance 
oracommentary. Yet it is one of the most in- 
telligent towns in the State.. Rev. E. W. Rice 
was the conductor of the Institute. R. 





A State Temperance Convention— 


The friends of temperance in Pennsylvania 
propose holding a State Convention at Harris- 
burg, the capital, on the 23d of February. 
Churches and Sunday-schools are invited to 
send delegates. A public prayer-meeting is to 
be held in connection with the Convention. 
The call is signed by Albert Barnes, Bishop 
Simpson, ex-Governor Pollock and other in- 
fluential Christian ministers and laymen. 
Public and private prayer is asked that the pre- 
sence and blessing of God may attend all the 
deliberations of the body. 





Paterson, N. J.— 


The first Institute. held directly under the 
auspices of ‘the New Jersey State. Association 
meets this week at Paterson. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 
WEEKLY LESSON." 


LESSON No. 9. 
(For Sunday, February 21, 1869.) 


Handling Hard Cases. 


MARK 9: 14-29; MATT. 17: 14-21; LUKE 9: 37-43, 




















EXPOSITION. 

Verse 14. When—On the next day following the 
night of the Transfiguration, Disciples—The nine 
who had been left. Multitude—Listening to the dis- 
cussion conducted by the scribes. These expounders 
of the law would be found in the dominions of the 
Jewish prince Philip; especially in the vicinity of 
the capital city Cesarea Philippi, which was em- 
braced within the northern possessions of the tribe 
of Dan. Questioning—The occasion of the contro- 
versy was their failure to heal the boy, verse 18, 
which doubtless the scribes made the text for de- 
nunciations of Christ, and the ground for ridicule 
of the disciples, who would appear at great disad- 
vantage before the crowd always ready to laugh or 
rail at the worsted party in a war of words; in phy- 
sical conflicts their sympathies usually ran with 
the weaker side. The failure must have greatly 
mortified the disciples, who had wrought cures in 
similar cases, and had likely committed themselves 
by confident promises or professions in this case. 
Christ comes to their relief at the opportune mo- 
ment, 


15. Greatly amazed—An amazement tending to 
stupor; quite stunned, as by something sudden and 
unexpected. They were not looking for Jesus; they 
were conscious of having wronged him and his dis- 
ciples; there may even, have been upon the-Lord’s 
face traces of the glory of his transfiguration, assome 
conjecture, Wenotice somewhat of the same effects 
of Christ’s presence upon the people at his arrest in 
Gethsemane. Certainly something in his appear- 
ance, combined with the.sudden reaction from a 





*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
yoae 1800, by J.C. Gurtigues & Co., in the’ Clerk’s 
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state of levity and mockery, produced this momen- 
tary stupor. Saluted—with friendly greetings; show- 
ing no deep-seated ill will; or a wish to conciliate, 

16. He asked [the scribes}—which would imply 
that the scribes too had been carried along with the 
multitude. But the best authorities read them in- 
stead of the scribes; applying to all the people as 
partakers in sympathy, at least with the scribes, 
What—About what do you dispute with my disci- 
ples? That the crowd were in dispute, would have 
been plain, even at a distance, as the violent gesti- 
culation of orientals on such occasions was, and 
still is, a marked characteristic. 


17. One of the multitude—not one of the scribes. 
Answered—conscious that he had indirectly been 
the occasion of the dispute, and most ready to pre- 
sent his case, He cried aloud (Luke), and came and 
kneeled down before Jesus (Matt.) The expression 
“cried aloud,” in the original, would seem inappro- 
priate tothe plea made upon his knees before Jesus, 
and indicates that he first cried out from the midst of 
the crowd, and then pressing forward, fell at Christ’s 
feet, leaving his son in the crowd with friends or 
attendants. Master—(Didaskale), TEACHER, I have 
brought unto thee my son! (not knowing that Jesus 
was absent.) Thus speaks the parent to the Sab- 
bath-school teacher; thus should the Sunday-school 
teacher speak to the Teacher Divine. He is mine 
only child, Luke adds, which was surely an item 
greatly to strengthen the plea with the “Only begot- 
ten of his Father.” A dumb spirit—producing deaf- 
ness, for he suddenly cried out, Luke v. 39; and the 
charge v, 25, ’ 

18. Taketh him—seizes him, as one taketh a priso- 
ner; 80 we say, an attack of epilepsy. Teareth— 
causes convulsions. Pineth away—expressing the 
collapse following the paroxysm. Luke adds that 
the spirit bruised the boy, and hardly departed, 1. e., 
with great difficulty, implying the long continu- 
ance of each attack ; or, scarcely departed, implying 
the frequency of the fits. The physical features of 
epilepsy are undoubtedly here described. Matthew 
says that he was lunatic, which probably refers only 
to the influence of the moon upon the attacks, and 
is equivalent to epileptic; but such cases as his are 
usually idiotic. They could not—The occasion of the 
dispute, and a reason for his plea: Thy disciples 
were not able, but Thou art able, and Thou art now 
my only Hope! = 

19. Answereth [him] them—So read the best autho- 
rities, As this man seemed to speak for all to 
Christ’s question, so Christ’s reply covers all. O, 
Jaithless generation—The scribes were certainly 
without faith; the father having come to obtain 
help of Jesus himself, would be disappointed and 
uncertain of the disciples’ power, and as he after- 
ward confesses, was in unbelief; the disciples them- 
selves were faithless, as Christ afterwards asserts. 
Matthew and Luke add, perverse, i. e., turned aside, 
(distorted, as deformed limbs,) for whatever is not 
of faith, is sin, i. e., turning aside from law. How 
long shall I be with you—before you shall learn of Me 
faith in Me? Suffer—How long shall I bear with 
you, ere your unbelief be gone? Being with them, 
and suffering them to be with Him in their earthly 
imperfection, was part of Christ’s humiliation. 
Bring him—(addressed to the father) Luke v, 41. 
Unto Me—not to the disciples, now. 


20. They brought him—The attendants or persons 
with whom the child had been left when the father 
came forward. When he (the lunatic) saw Him (Jesus) 
—For the crowd had stood between them. Straight- 
way—the devil is in haste to hinder an intelligent 
look upon Jesus. TZure—convulsed; wallowed— 
rolled himself about. 


21, 22. How tone?—Asked in sympathy, to en- 
courage the father and awaken his faith; also, to 
show the long standing of the case, both asa clue 
to the disciples’ failure and as a confirmation of his 
own power. Of a child—From infancy, which is 
against Olshausen’s conjecture as to the cause of the 
disease. Fire and water—“ It was unable of itself to 
destroy a man.’”’—Bengel. To destroy—which was 
the man’s opinion;. but destruction is a veritable 
devil’s work. This was more than an answer, but 
the object was plainly to work upon our Lord’s 
pity, But—It suddenly occurred to the father that 
this view might disappoint his hopes by discoura- 
ging Jesus; so he adds: If Thou canst do—Have com- 
passion—Helpus—I and the boy, two mercies in one: 
sothe Syrophenician woman said: Helpme. Help is 
the consequent of compassion, with Christ, 











92 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








23. If thou canst believe—The ff belongs not to 
Christ’s doing, but to man’s believing. All things— 
Opposed to anything, verse 22. Our plea is: often 
“ Anything,” when Christ’s promise is “ All things.” 

24. Straightway—commendable haste! With tears 
—True contrition! Both the aid and the evidence 
of faith. Ibelieve—In Thee, and in Thy power to 
cure, Help—by casting it out, for it possesses me as 
the devil does my child. Or, Give me sure ground 
for faith by helping my child. 

25. The people came running together—pressing 
around Christ and the child, after the fashion of a 
crowd; an unseemly sight, which Jesus hastened to 
check, for it is supposable that, the people would 
stop at his solemn charge to the demon. There may 
have been also a feeling of kindness for the lad, 
who would certainly be physically worsted by a 
crowd pressing around, excluding air, and even 
endangering the fallen body by pushing or tramp- 
ling over it. Lange suggests a desire to pre- 
serve the secrecy of his journey; but it is hard to 
see how a rod or two, more or less of distance, be- 
tween the crowd and Christ would have effected se- 
crecy. There could be no objection even to suppose 
that the motive of Christ. was to await the assem- 
bling of the people, whose faith in him, shaken by 
the failure of the disciples, it would be a kindness 
to restore by this exhibition of his power. Deaf and 
dumb spiriti—Addressed as a person distinct from, al- 
though dwelling within, the boy,—thee—him. Enter 
no more—His last end was better than his first; happy 
contrast with the man delivered of the unclean 
spirit! Luke ll: 24-26, where we see that cast-out 
devils are wont to seek return, 

26. Reni—With cries and violent convulsions the 
devil departed, leaving the boy so prostrated as to 
seem to be dead; which shows the malignancy of 
the spirit, and the greatness of the miracle follow- 
ing. 


27. He arose—A new miracle in the boy’s condi- 
tion, wrought upon the poor, weak body; Christ 
is Lord over both spirit and matter, Notice here the 
union of Christ’s controlling power and the child’s 
personal action: Jesus lifted up, he arose. Luke 
adds that Christ delivered the child again to his 
father, and that the people were amazed at the 
mighty power of God; original, “the majesty,’ the 
same word used of Christ, 2 Peter, 1: 16, ‘We were 
eye-witnesses of his majesty,’ referring to the 
Transfiguration. 

28. Why could not we cast him out ?—Jesus answers 
more fully, Matthew 17: 20, “ Because of your unbe- 
lief.” The use of the grain of mustard seed and the 
mountain, was simply a common, proverbial way of 
saying: If you had the least faith, you could remove 
the greatest difficulties, Itwas in substance a repe- 
tition of what had been said to the father, verse 23, 
above. 

29. This kind—So malignant. Prayer—For faith 
is the gift of God, Fasting—Which aids to that hum- 
bied state of heart, in which faith best flourishes, 


ANALYSIS. 
I. THE CONTROVERSY. 


Facts.—Christ and the three descend the mount; 
see a great crowd surrounding the nine and a knot 
of scribes who are in dispute; occasioned by the 
failure of the disciples to cure @ lunatic boy. 

Thoughts.—It is sweet to tarry long in holy medi- 
tations, but a sad world waits for working hands. 
«+eeess- Calm above, conflict below; emblem of 
Heaven and earth, of the church and the world. 
«+eee+e.e. Whether Christ leads us to heights of 
privilege, or to the valley of humiliation, so Hz but 
leads us it shall be well......... It wasin com- 
ing down from the Palace Beautiful, where his last 
view had been of the Delectable Mountains, that 
Bunyan’s Christian met Apollyon. Brother on the 
heights, beware! Is Christ with you?......... 
The Disciples’ weak faith brings failure, and failure 
brings reproach upon Christ and upon themselves. 
oeeeeee. The skepticism and oppositions of the 
wicked can often be traced to our own unbelief, 
+++... Strong faith preserves from strife, by 
withholding occasion for it........ Alas for reli- 
gionists who urge their controversies in the face of a 
dying world! Alas for Christians, who spend time 
and strength in strife concerning the articles of 
their faith, when Faith itself is rather needed for 
works of mercy and salvation........... The 
Economy of Faith, as to time, energy, feelings. The 
Benevolence of Faith, for it is healing power. The 
Gentleness of Faith, for it hinders and soothes strife, 





The Wisdom of Faith, for it assumes conviction and 
forecloses doubt. 


II. THE APPROACH OF CHRIST. 


Facts.—The people see Jesus; are amazed, straight- 
way run to Him, salute Him, and are questioned as 
to the dispute, 

Thoughts.—Our faithlessness hurries us into trou- 
ble, but Christ’s faithfuiness urges Him to our relief. 
+ eeeees “Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” 
+++... And Christ is still to come; shall He sur- 
prise us in unbelief? shall he find us cavilling? 
“Beye also ready, forin such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of Man cometh!” .,...... Why dis- 
pute ye? Why do you doubt, delay, deny Christ? 
Have you an answer ready? For weal or woe, one 
day you must answer the Master! 


III. THE HARD CASE OF THE Boy. 


Facis,—The father answers out of the crowd, 
comes forward and kneels before Jesus; tells of his 
bringing his son to Him; of the disciples’ failure; of 
the deaf and dumb devil that had possessed his 
only son from infancy; that seized, convulsed, 
bruised, and cast him into fire and water; of the 
frequency and length of the attacks; of the froth- 
ing, gnashing of teeth, and wasting away which fol- 
lowed. 

Thoughts.—Seize all occasions to press thy plea 


before Christ. ..... In praying for your children, 
scruple not to lay all the details of their case before 
od......... What earnestness! the plea was 


meant to move Christ’s pity........ Itisadeep- 
seated disease, which the parent and Sunday-school 
teacher contends with, for the child is “shapen in 
iniquity.”—Pslam 51:5....... How dreadful the 
work of evil spirits; yet how many court possession 
by them! ....... To destroy is Satan’s work, but 
Christ came to save; to which work are you appren- 
ticed?....... To whom should we go with our 
children but to Jesus? did not He overcome Satan? 
+s... Many fail of their désires in a first‘coming 
to Christ, and resort to human_ helpers, but find at 
last that Jesus only can save, Is it not better to 
“wait upon the Lord?” ....... How uncertain 
the hope which rests upon men, even though Apos- 
tles; for they may, fail us, and then what? But 
Jesus is “The same yesterday, and to-day and for- 
ever.” 


IV. THE CHILD SUMMONED. 


Facts.—Jesus rebukes all for their lack of faith; 
mourns its long continuance; summons the boy; 
the lad is brought; but while coming, is seized by 
the spirit at the sight of Christ, and falls in convul- 
sions. 


Thoughts.—How often is Jesus wounded in the 
house of his friends, by their unbelief!......... 
BRING HIM UNTO ME! This is the Great Teacher’s 
standing order to His subordinates. ........... 
“They brought him.” Our work is simply bringing 
the children to Jesus. Have you brought yours to 
Him?........ How eager is Satan to hinder 
souls from coming to Christ; let us be as eager to 
bring them to Him!......... This is devilish 
malignancy: “to rule or ruin;” nay, rather, to rule 
and ruin......... Howmany are thrown wal- 
lowing upon the ground by the Devil of Strong 
Drink!....... Christ leads to Transfiguration 
heights; Satan casts into the mire; “Choose ye 
whom ye will serve.” 


V. THE CONDITION OF CURE—THE Fa- 
THER’s FAITH. 


Facts.—Jesus asks the father about his child; the 
father asks compassion; “Help us!’ Jesus an- 
nounces Faith as the condition; the father cries 
out with tears, praying for Faith. 

Thoughts.—Satan’s attempts upon our children 
give occasion for appeals to the sympathy of Christ, 
+ «eee. Expressions of sympathy often awaken 
faith and prayer in the hearts of the sorrowing. 
+ eeeee- DOyou say: 


“ Perhaps He will admit my plea; 
Perhaps will hear my prayer ?” 


Nay, poor soul, there is no peradventure if you will 
come, and askin faith....... “‘Allthings are pos- 
sible to him that believeth.” Who need falter before 
any difficulty, with such assurance asthat?..... 
Teacher, would you have all your class healed of 
sin? Let this father teach you: (1) “Straightway’’— 
Promptness ; there is no time to lose! (2) “Cried out’”’ 





—== 


Prayer; for your scholars, earnestly, with heart 
and voice, “ with tears’’—Penitence ; be moved with 
humility for your failures; and with sorrow for the 
lost souls of your scholars. “I believe’— Profession 
and practice of faith. “ Help Thou”—Pleading with, 
and Dependence upon, God. “ Mine unbelief.””—Con- 
Session of personal unfaithfulness. ........ Con- 
sider this text also, and use it.as a true guide to the 
inquiring. 


VI. THE CURE. 


Faets.—Christ rebuked the devil, charged it to 
come out; and enter nomorein. The spirit cried, 
convulsed the child, and left itas dead. Jesus took 
him by the hand; lifted him up; the child arose 
cured; and Jesus delivered him to his father. All 
the people wondered at God’s majesty. 

Thoughts,—“ Salvation is of the Lord.” ......+. 
Oh, voice of Jesus, bid the evil spirit in our hearts 
“Depart!” But spare us; Good Lord, from the doom 
of having that word from Thee!....... “Dead” 
—so the devil finds us, “dead in trespasses and 
sins;’’ and so will he leave us, in the pangs of “the 
second death,” if we call not Christ to the rescue, 
oeeeee “Jesus took him!” Poor lamb, he isin 
the Shepherd’s care now, and ‘the sore wounds of 
the roaring lion will be healed........ Will not 
Jesus take you, too, littlelamb?........ Suffer 
the children to come; Jesus will take them. ..... 
“By the hand;” sweet touch of Jesus! Dear hand 
of the good Shepherd, lift up our lambs to Thee! 
+ «++. Oh, to see the wee weak hands of all our 
children laid trustingly in the Strong Hand of the 
Bishop of Souls!........ Whatachange, froma 
devil’s power, to the hand of dear Jesus!....... 
It is not enough that the spirit of evil be cast out, 
he must be kept out; and Christ also helps us to 
this.......... Watch the young converts; the 
world is full of smares......... Ye who in cove- 
nant, by prayer and faith, have consecrated your 
offspring to Christ, be faithful, and thus shall you 
see them returned to you again. ....... Donot 
despair, even the hardest cases are not beyond 
Christ’s cure, 


VII. THE CLUE TO OUR FAILURES. 


Facts. Christ and the apostles enter a house; the 
disciples ask the cause of their failure; are told 
“unbelief,” and are exhorted to prayer and fasting 
in hard cases of possession. 

Thoughts.—Are your scholars unconverted? Ask 
thyself, “Hast thou faith?” ....... Are you dis- 
couraged over the indifference, or unruliness, or 
viciousness of your class? Fast and pray for them; 
appoint a weekly day of dedication, and humble 
yourself before God, .....4. Do not pine, but pray. 


“Were all the hours thus vainly spent, 
To Heaven in supplication sent, 

My cheerful song would oftener be, 
See what the Lord hath done for me!” 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Read Old Testament Lesson—l Samuel 17: 17-54, 
David killing Goliath. E,. g., The Descent of Moses 
and the idulatry of the people.—Exodus 32: 15-24, 
E. g., of faith on the part of parents, guardians and 
teachers availing for chil : The nobleman’s son, 
—John 4: 46-54; Jairus’s daughter,—Mark 5: 22 
The centurion’s servant,—Matthew 8: 5, 


BLACKBOARD. 
Golden Text, verse 24, 





“ Lord, I believe ! 
Help Thou 


Mine Unbelief !” 











For address—see Analysis, secticn V., on the text. 
For review—A Letter Lesson : 
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Christ Walking on the Sea.—Another 
peautiful steel-plate engraving, which re- 
presents the disciples in an open boat on the 
sea of Galilee. While they are toiling and 
buffeting with the storm in their frail ves- 
sel, the Saviour appears, walking on the 
water toward them. With anxious and 
terrified look they cry out, when the gen- 
tle, ‘‘ Be of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid,”’ 
reassures them, and soon his troubled fol- 
lowers recognize their Lord. Size, 11} by 
18 inches; price, $2. We will mail a copy 
of this engraving to any one of our readers 
who will send us three new subscribers to 
The Sunday-School Times,.with the name 
and post-office address of each one. 

Osborn’s Map of Palestine.—It is cheer- 
fully conceded by all of the best biblical 
scholars in this country, that this large 
map of the Holy Land is far in advance of 
any similar work that has yet been pub- 
lished. The new and improved edition 
first appeared about six months ago, and 
the demand for it is continually on the in- 
crease. Every Sabbath-school should have 
a copy. A Descriptive Prospectus of the 
map sent to any one on receipt of a stamp 
for postage. 


><> 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


“BETTER THAN RUBIES.”* 








BY EMMA F. R. CAMPBELL. 





CHAPTER II. 
GOOD INFLUENCES. 


bps church to which the Sunday-school of 
Cloverhill was attached, was the oldest and 
largest of the three societies in the village 
which claimed thattitle. It had recently called 
for its pastor a young man, just in the fresh- 
ness of his ministry, but mature in intellect, 
and possessing many qualifications for his use- 
ful and responsible vocation. Especially inte- 
rested in the lambs of his flock, he sought by 
every proper means to draw and keep them in 
the good Shepherd’s fold. He believed that his 
success in winning souls to Christ depended 
mainly upon his efforts with the young.~ And 
this is indeed the most promising field of labor. 
These hearts have not yet been hardened by 
the long application of the hammer of divine 
truth, or made inaccessible by the enwrapping 
cares and pleasuresofthe world. In childhood 
the ear is easily gained, the mind convinced, 
the heart melted, the spirit subdued, the new 
life awakened ; and Mr. Clayton rightly looked 
upon the Sunday-school as an instrumem in 
the hands of God for doing a great and glorious 
work. He had already done much to improve 
and render effective the Sunday-school in Clo- 
verhill, which had been sadly neglected in 
former days, being considered by many as a 
mere appendage to the church, designed to 
amuse the children and keep them out of mis- 
chief on the Lord’s Day. 

He endeavored to have a personal acquaint- 


-_—_— 
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ance with every teacher, and by frequent words 
of counsel, and his presence among them, 
sought to encourage and assist them in their 
labors. He also tried to become acquainted 
with the children, and was soon a favorite with 
them. 

On the Sabbath morning mentioned in the 
previous chapter, Mr. Clayton preached from 
the text, Ist Corinthians, 3: 9, ‘For we are 
laborers together with God,’’ and after show- 
ing the great need of effort, and the pleasure 
and reward of Christ’s service, he earnestly 
exhorted his hearers, young and old, to be co- 
workers with him in this vineyard of the Lord. 

During the sermon, his attention was several 
times attracted to the gallery by a pair of dark 
eyes fixed intently upon him. They belonged 
to a little boy about nine years of age, who oc- 
cupied a front seat directly at the preacher’s 
right hand, and whose intelligent face and re- 
verent deportment could not fail to interest 
one like Mr. Clayton, who possessed an ardent 
love for children and a sympathetic apprecia- 
tion of childhood’s emotions and thoughts. 
After service, as he was passing down the aisle, 
he noticed the same little fellow standing mo- 
destly at the door, with his straw hat partly 
shading his face, evidently waiting for some- 
thing. As the minister approached the child’s 
courage seemed to fail him, and he turned 
to go away, when Mr. Clayton, unwilling 
to let the opportunity pass for making the 
acquaintance of so promising a lamb of his 
flock, called to him, 

“Good morning, my boy; aren’t you going 
to speak to your minister ?”’ 

“Yes, sir,” said the child, turning back and 
taking the offered hand, while a flush of joy 
passed over his handsome face, “I want to, 
very much.”’ 

“And why, then, were you going away with- 
out doing so?” 

‘Because,’ said the boy with some hesita- 
tion, “‘because, sir, I thought he might not care 
to know such a little boy as I am.” 

“But you were very much mistaken. I do 
want to know you, and all the little boys and 
girls of my flock. And now tell me your 
name, so I shall know what to call you.” 

“Willie, sir; Willie Leslie.” 

‘Willie Leslie,’’ repeated Mr. Clayton, as he 
felt in his pocket for his memorandum book. 
“T must put that down for fear I may forget 
it. And where do you live, Willie?” 

** At ‘Ingleside,’ next to Mr. Allen’s, sir.” 

“Well, Willie, I thank you for your quiet 
attention to the sermon this morning; it helped 
me very much,” 

The child looked up with surprise at the 
thought that he had helped the minister. Mr. 
Clayton ,continued: 

“Could you understand what I preached 
about?” 

“O yes, sir,’? was the quick reply, “and I 
want to be a worker with you.” . 

** But whom shall we work for, Willie?” 

For Jesus, sir.”’ 

‘Do you love Jesus, my dear child?” asked 
Mr. Clayton tenderly. 

“T don’t know, sir,’”’ answered Willie, letting 
his eyes fall thoughtfully to the ground; 
“sometimes I think I do, and then something 
happens to make me think I don’t.” 

‘“‘Well, my boy, we must talk more about 
this another time. Be sure Jesus loves you 
dearly, and is glad toknow you want to work 
for him; he will give you plenty to do, if you 
ask him. And I shall be happy to have you 
work with me in the cause of the dear Saviour, 
who has done so much for us. You must pray 








for mo, Willie, pray for me every day, that I 
may know my Master’s will and do it,”’ 

“TI will, sir; and’ may I come to see you 
sometime ?’’ 

‘Certainly you may, my child,’’ replied Mr, 
Clayton, “‘whenever you feel like having a 
talk with your minister about Jesus or your 
work for him, I shall be happy to see you.” 

They parted at the gate of the parsonage, which 
adjoinedthechurch. Willie, witha new spring 
of pleasure in his heart, and the pastor encou- 
raged in his work by the thought that he had 
at least one pledged co-laborer, one sure souree 
of strength, the love and prayers of a little 
child. 

This was the occasion Willie alluded to in 
his talk with Mabel on their way home from 
Sunday-school, when the minister asked him 
the impressive question, ‘‘ Do you love Jesus?”’ 
and was the starting point with him ofa new 
life, with new hopes and aims. Willie Leslie 
was one of those earnest, intelligent children, 
we sometimes meet in worldly families, who 
pick up ideas and thoughts on serious subjects 
one can hardly tell how. Itis true he hada 
nurse when he was two or three years old, who 
told him Bible stories, but without any parti- 
cular application, and he had books with pic- 
tures of Scripture scenes, but he had never re- 
ceived direct religious instruction before. Mr. 
and Mrs, Leslie were not in the habit of attend- 
ing public worship, though they rented a pew 
in a fashionable church in the city, but it was 
occupied only on special occasions, or when 
they had church-going friends visiting them. 
The children sometimes went with their nurse 
or governess, but Mabel found it too tiresome 
to sit still so long, and Willie could not under- 
stand what the preacher said, and could only 
amuse himself by counting the capital letters 
at the beginning of the chapters in the Bible. 

Since they came to Cloverhill they had been 
to church a few times with their young ac- 
quaintances, and after Mr. Clayton began his 
ministrations there, Willie enjoyed going very 
much, as he could comprehend the greater part 
of the sermon, and loved to hear the singing. 
He never missed a Sabbath now; if Mabel 
would not go with him he coaxed his’ father 
and mother to let him go alone, and as he was 
rarely denied any harmless pleasure, he usu-— 
ally gained permission. And how eagerly his 
unfolding mind drank in tke blessed truths he 
heard, and how he longed for more knowledge 
and a personal experience of the love of Jesus, 
may be seen from his seeking an interview 
with the minister and his talk with Mabel. 

At Sunday-school he was favored, like his 
sister, with a good teacher, who never wearied 
of answering his childish questions, and 
making the grand lessons of the Bible as sim- 
ple as possible. A strong attachment quickly 
sprang up between teacher and scholar. Miss 
Webster found it such a rest and comfort to 
turn from her careless, inattentive ones, to 
Willie’s bright face and ready mind; and he 
was delighted to find a friend so willing to 
satisfy his desires for instruction. 

Thus these two children, at the most import- 
ant period of their lives, were happily brought 
by a change of home under precious influences, 
suited to develope the higher instincts of their 
nature and instil pure principles of thought 
and action, leading them gently from the paths 
of worldliness and sin into the safe and plea- 
sant way of holiness. 

But Harry, their elder brother, still kept out 
of the reach of holy influences. He had anespe- 
cial dread of “ good people,” and shrank from 
everything that would arouse his conscience 
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and show him the evil of his ways. He loved 
pleasure better than anything else, and was 
always ready for afrolic. Having his father’s 
example before him, he never thought of at- 
tending church, ‘and being in his fifteenth year, 
felt himself ‘entirely too old to go to Sunday- 
school, so he generally passed his Sabbaths as 
any other day, in whatever promised the most 
selfish enjoyment, Like most boys, he was 
very fond of horses and proud of his skill in 
managing his father’s spirited steeds. This 
same Sabbath afternoon he had invited one of 
his new friends, a gay, reckless lad like him- 
self, to ride with him and try the mettle of his 
favorite horse. 

Just as Sunday-school was over, and the 
teachers were leaving the church, a carriage 
containing the two boys puffing their cigars and 
talking loudly, dashed by at runaway speed, 
and Mr. Clayton, looking after them with con- 
cern, inquired : 

“Who are those lads ?” 

“They are Samuel Bartlett and Harry Leslie, 
two of the wildest boys in the village,” replied 
Herbert Allen, one of the teachers. 

“They seem to belong to respectable fami- 
lies, too,’”’ said Mr. Clayton. 

“That is the worstof it,’’ returned the other. 
“Samuel is the only son of one of our deacons, 
a most worthy, pious man, but a weak, indul- 
gent father ; and Harry is the eldest son of our 
new neighbor, Mr. Leslie, who seems to bea 
high minded, moral man, but makes no pre- 
tensions to piety.” 

“What, is he my little Willie’s brother?” 
asked Mr. Clayton, with surprise. 

“Yes, Harry has a younger brother Willie, 
a promising little fellow. The family is one of 
the most interesting I ever met, intelligent 
and cultivated in mind and manners, but en- 
tirely worldly in principle and habit.’’ 

“ How sad,” sighed Mr. Clayton, and taking 
his friend’s hand in parting, he added very 
earnestly, ‘“‘ Herbert, there is a great work to 
be done here; I am almost overwhelmed when 
I think of it.” 

“That is true,” was the reply, ‘‘ but there is 
one comfort in it; itis the Lord’s work, and 
he only asks us to be co-workers with him. 
We are not required to work alone and single- 
handed; the promise is, “Lo, I am with you 
alway.’ If it were not for this thought, I 
should never dare do anything.” 

“Thank you, my friend, for the encouraging 
suggestion,”’ said Mr. Clayton warmly. 

“A suggestion from your sermon this morn- 
ing, for which I thank you heartily,’”’ returned 
Herbert, smiling. 


BOOKS. 


GRAY’s SCHOOL AND FIELD Book or BorTany. 
8vo, 622 pp. By Asa Gray, M. D., Professor of Natu- 
ral Science in Harvard University. New York: 
Ivison, Phinney, Blakeman & Co. Professor Gray’s 
name has so long been known in connection with 
botanical studies, that we may at once accept as 
standard authority anything from his pen. The 
present work is a very valuable addition to his 
Series of Botanical Class-books for the use of schools 
of every grade, and for private students. It includes 
in one volume, elementary lessons for beginners, 
and instruction for the most advanced classes, Itisa 
comprehensive text-book of the whole science, and 
a@needed companion for those who would under- 
stand the life of plants, and be intelligent in a de- 
partment of physiology at once so beautiful and 
practically useful. The work contains a dictionary 
of plants, with their accurate classifications, analy- 
ses, descriptions, &c., and is accompanied by many 
wood-cut illustrations; The publishers are among 
the foremost in this country in the line of educa- 
tional text-books, 











ISAIAH; With Notes, Critical, Explanatory, and 
Practical. 12mo., 552 pp. By Rev. Henry Cowles, 
D. D. New York: D. Appleton & Co., (through D. 
Ashmead, Philadelphia). The author’s studies in the 
Prophetical Books of the Bible have given him a 
deserved prominence in this department of Scrip- 
ture exposition. His notes on Isaiah are clear and 
exhaustive, and evince great research and insight 
into the spirit and design of prophecy in general. 
The sublime utterances of the evangelical prophet— 
the finished poetry, bold eloquence, lofty imagery, 
and all the imperial beauty and grandeur that 
have made this Book peculiarly admired and loved 
by the devout in ail ages, have a full and apprecia- 
tive expounder in the author. His work is a valua- 
ble contribution to Scripture exegetical labors, and 
will be a standard with Christian pastors and teach- 
ers, and private Christians generally. 


LIFE OF REV. WILLIAM MARSH, D. D. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers. The record before us isa 
signal example of how much beauty and worth of 
character may live to bless society, and yet the 
world at large know not even its existence. Dr. 
Marsh was an English clergyman, of the now old 
evangelical school, He was born in 1775 and he died 
in 1864, at the age of 90 and after a ministry of 
64 years. His life contains no stirring events, was 
mixed up with no public transactions, but moved 
on with an even, tranquil flow, like that of a peace- 
ful summer brook through an unbroken succession 
of meadows. It is refreshing to be admitted to such 
tranquil scenes after the unhealthy excitements 
which toolarge a portion of books now-a-days bring 
us. The biography is from the pen of Dr. Marsh’s 
daughter, already favorably known by her life of 
“Captain Hedley Vicars.” 


THE POETICAL WORKS OF CHARLES G. HALPINE. 
New York: Harper & Brothers. Gen. Halpine, bet- 
ter known as “Miles O’Reilly,” was one of those 
many brilliant, warm-hearted Irishmen who en- 
tered, with their whole souls, into the cause of their 
adopted country in putting down the Rebellion. 
Gen. Halpine did efficient service as a soldier during 
the war, and was still more active, both during and 
after the war, as a writer for the political press. He 
wrote with prodigious facility, and wrote about 
equally well in prose and verse. The present hand- 
some volume contains such of his poetical effusions 
as have not already found their way into books. 
They are of very unequal merit, and many of them 
might as well have been left in the obscurity to 
which they were rightfully consigned. Noone can 
read a page of the volume, in any part of it, without 
finding evidence that the author was no common 
man, The evidence is equally patent that his pro- 
ductions were thrown off in too great haste to have 
any chance for that permanent place in literature 
to which a man of such extraordinary talent might 
reasonably have aspired. Among the pieces which 
show the most care are the free translations from 
Horace, though doubtless those which at the time 
of first publication were most effective, are the 
merry, rollicking political squibs which he seems to 
have poured forth as from an inexhaustible foun- 
tain. 


BERTHA’S JOURNAL. By Emily Marshall. Bos- 
ton: Congregational Sabbath-School Society. The re- 
cord of a young life in its struggles to do right, and 
especially to conquer three besetting sins,—Pride, 
Temper and Jealousy. The record is indjary form, 
but has all the interest of a continuous narrative, 
and displays very faithfully the workings of the in- 
most thoughts of the writer. Many young persons 
will find their hearts strikingly mirrored forth in 
Bertha’s “Journal,” and will be helped by it in the 
work of self-improvement. 


THE FouR PILLARS OF TEMPERANCE. By John 
W. Kirton. New York: National Temperance Society. 
In this book the author argues for total abstinence 
from alcoholic drinks, basing the superstructure of 
his argument on the four pillarsof Reason, Science, 
Scripture and Experience, The author has made 
himself familiar with the literature of the subject, 
quoting freely from the various standard writings 
on Temperance, The work is ably done, and the 
book is one which ought to have a wide circulation. 

THE STORY OF A DIAMOND. Philadelphia: Ame- 
rican Sunday-School Union. A story illustrative of 
manners and customs in Egypt. It is a reprint, 
with some alterations, from the London Religious 
Tract Society, and is an excellent book for the Sab- 
bath-school library, 





THE BIBLICAL REPERTORY AND PRINCETON RE- 
VIEW. New York: Charles Scribner & Co. The place 
of publication of this long-established Review has 
been changed from Philadelphia to New York, and 
Dr. Atwater has been associated with Dr. Hodge in 
the editorship. The contents are: 1. Agassiz on 
Provinces in Creation; 2. Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church; 3. Christian Work in Egypt; 
4. Method of Teaching Religion in College (by Dr, 
McCosh); 5. Romanism at Rome; 6. Baird’s History 
of the New School; Short Notices. Price, $3 a year, 

“THE THEOLOGICAL ECLECTIC” is a very valuable 
magazine for ministers of the gospel and intelligent 
laymen of all denominations. It clings to no par. 
ticular school, and is conducted on an unsectarian 
basis, its editors being connected with all the deno- 
minations, It is chiefly a repertory of foreign theo- 
logical literature, and while really a “ Quarterly” in 
its features,as it has heretofore been in form, is 
now issued monthly for the sake of greater fresh- 
ness. The new volume begins with January. More, 
Wilstach & Baldwin, New York and Cincinnati, are 
publishers, $2.50 a year. 

PLYMOUTH PULPIT. New York: J. B. Ford & (Cv, 
Twenty-one numbers of this serial, each containing 
a fresh and faithful transcript of Mr, Beecher’s cur- 
rently preached sermons, have already been issued, 
nearly completing the first volume, which will co- 
ver six months, and make when bound a hand- 
some octavo of more than 400 pages. $3 a year. 

AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL 
ANNUALS. New York: Orange Judd & Co. Two 
valuable year-books, containing a large amount of 
information for all interested in the farm and gar- 
den. The calendar of proper operations for the dif- 
ferent months and seasons is a most useful feature 
for amateurs. Price 50 cents each. 

ZELL’S POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA. No.6. Phila- 
delphia: 7. Elwood Zell, We are glad to hear of the 
great success of this attempt to supply the masses 
with a cheap and very valuable comprehensive dic- 
tionary in almost every department of human 
knowledge. 10 cents a number. 

THE PHONOGRAPHIC VISITOR, New York: An- 
drew J. Graham. This valuable phonographic ma- 
gazine, published weekly, is a necessary manual 
for all who would be informed of the current history 
and progress of the beautiful and useful art to which 
itis devoted. $5 a year. 

MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. J. L. Peters, New York, 
issues a series of valuable musical monthlies: “The 
Musical Monthly” itself, giving fresh and full news 
from every part of the musical world, and “The 
Glee-Hive” and “Parlor Companion,” filled with 
new original pieces of music, sheet size, for varied 
instrumental performance. 

From Charles M. Tremaine, New York, we have 
three popular pieces of music, two of them ballads 
by popular composers, 








8e- Mr. TRUMBULL’S new and valuable book, 
entitled, “Children in the Temple,’ advertised in our 
columns, can be obtained of J. C, Garrigues & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 


BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


I.—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 


IIl.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 
86 Cents Per Dozen. 


IIIL.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 
36 Cents Per Dozen. 


IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE, 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 


V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME, 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 


These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
calculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
imparting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the five sent to any one on re- 
ceipt of 20 cents. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
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ATTRACTIVE 
rds, 


The following cards are exquisitely printed in 
bright and beautiful colors, and their introduction 
among the young cannot fail to awaken an interest 
and encourage them in acquiring a knowledge of 
the Scripture lessons thus plainly taught. 

BIBLE HISTORY. 
First series. 12 varieties. - - - = 


BIBLE HISTORY. 
Second series. 12 varieties, ~ ee 


SCRIPTURE NATIONALITIES, 
12 varieties. - - Aa pe 


GLAD TIDINGS. 
12 varieties. - eee a ee 


STORY OF JOSEPH. 
12 varieties. - oie sce 


STORY OF QUEEN ESTHER. 
12 varieties, - - ° 


LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES. 
10 varieties. - ° = 


PILGRI A Ss PROGRESS. 
12 varieties, - Pes siu® ee a 


VIEWS IN J ERUSALEM. 
12 varieties. - - °- -« 


SYRIA AND MOUNT LEBANON. 
12 varieties. - - 


CITIES OF PALESTINE, 
12 varieties, » 2 te 


ENVIRONS OF JERUSALEM. 
12 varieties. - « ee 


Any or all of these cards will be sent by mail, on 
receipt of the prices mentioned. 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 


608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


ugic and Spang for Anniversaries, 


“OUTSIDE THE GATE.” 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


“AT THE DOOR,” 
BY REV. ALFRED TAYLOR. 


These are two of the most beautiful of modern 
hymns; the sentiment being pure and good, just 
such as should be welcomed in every Sun y- 
school. We are confident they will both prove 
generally acceptable. 
$1.00 


100 Sheets with the Musi, - - - - - 
100 Leaflets without Music, - - - - - 2% 


Samples sent on receipt of a stamp for postage. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Sunday-School Shields. 


— Oi 

The following MOTTO CARDS for the walls of 
the school-room are made in the form of a Shield, 
neatly printed on heavy paper. They contain the 
following inscriptions: 

1. GOD IS LOVE, 

2. LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 

8. COME TO JESUS. 

4, FEED MY LAMBS. 

5. SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 


6. LET US NOT BE WEARY IN 
WELL DOING. 


7. WATCH AND PRAY. 
8. LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. 
The full set will be sent by mail, post-paid, for 


$2.40. Sample for 30 cents, to those who wish to ex- 
amine before purchasing the complete assortment. 


J.C. GARRIGUES &Co., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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THE LESSON LIST FOR 1869, 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are to appear in our columns this year, 
would do well to provide their entire membership 
with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1869, 


which can be obtained at 25 cents per hundred 
copies, post-paid, by addressing the Publishers of 
this paper, 





READ THIS LETTER!!! 
BRADBURY’S 


FRESH LAURELS! 
The Favorite Sunday-School Music Book. 


HARTFORD, January 16th, 1869. 

“TI want to expres rT, thanks to you for compi- 
a FRESH LAURE which I have been endea- 
voring fr 8 roe to introduce to the officers and 

teachers at the Grand Street Mission in this city. 
Heretofore our children would not sing, nor could 
we induce them to in any way till. the musical 
portion of the teachers condescended to listen to me 
and hear the music from FRESH LAURELS. The 
result was I was pathorised to_ procure as many 
books as I thought necessary for the use of the 
school. I ordered one hundred, (our school ave- 
rages an attendance of 117 .)and sung from them the 
last Sabbath in December, 1 Now our children 
sing willingly the beautiful pieces and are each 
anxious to have a k to themselves, and I think 
we can afford to let them have them so, for they 
= with more interest, Our little rehearsals are 
attended and the children ready to isand hold 
and learn, for the music enters their souls ‘they 
can't help singing. 
You don’t know how many thanks I ressive ed 

being so persistent in presenting the book tot 
notice of the teachers. I will not say more than 2 
tact PEN again ame 8 may God bless you for giving 


Your friend, E. B. CAMP. 





ean above is one from among hundreds of volun- 
at a i we save received from “LIVE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS,” all of whom have 
found, by practical dn that “ FRESH LAU- 
RELS” is the most attractive and best Sunday- 
School Music Book ever published. 


No further evidence of this fact is needed than that 
400,000 Copies of 
FRESH LAURELS 


Have been sold in 18 months. 
Sample copy sent, post paid, on receipt of 30 cents. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 42% Broome St., N. Y. 
(Successors to Wa. B. BRADBURY.) 


ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 


SEND FOR SAMPLES 








OF THE FOLLOWING 


BEAUTIFUL MONTHLIES FOR THE LITTLE FOLKS: 


THE YOUTH’S. TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD’S PAPER, 
THE CHILD’S WORLD. 


By using either one or all of these papers, we can 
supply a school, one, two, three, or four times a 
month. 

Neither of the papers. is of a denominational 
character, and therefore they are acceptable to any 
Sunday-school. 

To accommodate schools that do not wish to make 
a yearly payment in advance, subscriptions will be 
received by us for six months, at half the annual 
tates. Specimens, with terms, sent post paid, on 
receipt ofa stamp, and subscriptions received by the 


PUBLISHERS OF 


The Sunday-School Times, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





NEW BOOKS 


ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





TWENTY JUVENILE PICTURE BOOKS. 


With colored covers, Beautifully Illustrated. Put 
opt in open g 1 of — emer “2. wrap oy hp 

r se cents singly. ey wil sure 

to poe the Children. -_ - 


GOLDEN HILLS; 
A Tale of the Irish Famine. 
16mo. With Twelve Illustrations. Bevelled Cloth. 
» Price $1.25. 








ROSA. 
By MADAME E. DE PRESSENSE. 


Translated from the French for the Board. 16mo. 
366 pages. Four Illustrations, Price $1. 





JUVENILES. 
ALL ILLUSTRATED. 
*¢ Trasule,”’ - - - 60 cts. 
rr Footsteps in the Light, se - - 50ctés. 
** Cousin Amy,” - = 60 cts. 
“ Tell the Truth,” = - - 60 cfs. 
6 Edith’s Two Account Books, ” - 60 cts. 
‘* The Prisoners,” - - - 75 cts. 
“ Margaret Lawrence, ” - - 60 cés. 
‘* Litt Street-Sweeper,” - - 45 cts. 
‘© Marble Clarke,” - - - 60 cts. 
“ Brave Heart,’ - - - - 60 cts. 


BOOKS IN BOXES. 
STORIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 


Ten Books in Box, $3. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $2. 


THE UNCLE ALICK SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $3. 


GRANDMA’S POCKET SERIES. 


Seven Books in Box, $2.25. 


IMPORTANT HELPS 


SUPERINTENDENTS. AND TEACHERS, 


= 4) ee INDEX. 
y R. G. Pardee, A. M $1.3 
LIFE-SCEN ES FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS. 

By Rev. George Jones, M. A. 2,00 
ih as FROM LIFE, which the Chaplain 
THE JEWISH TABERNACLE. 

By Rev. Richard Newton, D. D. - 
THE TEACHER’S GUIDE TO PALESTINE. 
By Prof..H. 8. Osborn, 
SUDA F-AEBOC}, PHOTOGRAPHS. 
y Rev. Alfred Taylor. - - 1.35 
THE "SUNDA Y-SCHOOL HAND-BOOK. 

By Rev. Erwin House. - 1.3 

wrx’ STUDIES FOR SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 
EACHERS, By Rev.C. 8. Robinson, D. D. 1.50 
LIFE-SOENES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

By Rev. George Jones, M. 2.00 
THE SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACHER. 

By Rev. Dr. Todd. : 

THOUGHTS ON SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 

By John 8. Hart, LL.D. = 
NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY. 

By Dr. Wm. Smith. e etn 
me JEWELS. 

By Rev. Richard Newton, D..D, “13 

Besides the foregoing, a large variety of all re- 
quisites needed in the establishing and conducting 
of Sunday-schools may always be found at the 


SABBATH-SCHOOL EMPORIUM, 
J.C.GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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2.00 
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A VOICE FROM ABROAD. 
London, England. 
UNDAY-SCHOOL workers haye long been in 
need of some such volume as the one before us;* 
and we think the fact that we are indebted for it to 
an American source should occasion no surprise, 
Across the Atlantic the Sabbath-sechool is an insti- 
tution of more vitality and vigor than in England, 
Amid vast pine forests, over wide expanses of 
prairie-land, along the banks of sinuous streams 
overgrown with luxuriant vegetation, side by side 
with the rough pioneer of the advancing army of 
civilization, as well as amongst the more cultivated 
and populous centres of industry, will the Ameri- 
can Sunday-school missionary be found, origina- 
ting, establishing, or watching the growth of some 
offshoot of that cause to which he has devoted his 
life’s energies.. It has been well said. that the Sab- 
bath-school is the chief ornament and bulwark of 
American Christianity. The very terms in which it 
is spoken of evidence this: “the glory of America,” 
“the right arm. of the American Churches,” “the 
hope of America,” are but a few of the expressions 
used to indicate the high esteem in which it is held, 
Any contribution, therefore, to the record of ex- 
periences gained in so vast and admirable a ficld of 
Christian labor is to be welcomed in a country 
allied to America by race, language, sympathies, 
and belief. 

It is not on this ground alone, however, that we 
are glad to receive Mr. Pardee’s volume, The book 
is a complete guide to all matters directly or indi- 
rectly appertaining to the management of Sunday- 
schools. In_the course of thirty-three chapters the 
author goes over the whole ground which the work 
of religious instruction of the young may be said to 
occupy. The first two are devoted to the Sabbath- 
school, its history and progress, Chapters three 
and four treat of “conventions” and “institutes,” 
Concerning the former, the author says: “The ob- 
ject of these gatherings is to arouse, to instruct, and 
totrain. 1. To explore the districts, report the des- 
titutions, and devise the best way of filling up ex- 
isting schools, of planting new schools, and reach- 
ing, if possible, every neglected child. 2. To call at- 
tention to the bad or inefficient habits in the modes 
of conducting and teaching in our Sabbath-schools, 
and to suggest a remedy by detailing the more ex- 
cellent ways. & To instruct and train teachers how 
they may prepare and teach the lesson better, and 
how they can become better acquainted with chil- 
dren’s character, language, and feelings.” ‘The.Sab- 
bath-school institutes are said to have been formed 
on the model of the public-school teachers’ insti- 

, which, it is stated, have been sustained for 
many years with interest and profit—the expenses 
being cheerfully met out of the State treasury, and 
are modelled somewhat on the same plan. The 
subjects considered in these institutes are: 1. How 
to form new schools; 2. How best to gather in the 
children; 3. Their conversion and culture; 4, Or- 
ganization and classification; 6 Superintendents’ 
duties; 6. Opening and closing exercises; 7. The 
library and record books; 8. The Bible classes; 9, 
The intermediate classes; 10, The infant school; 11. 
Anniversaries and concerts; 12. Reviews and cate- 
chisms; 13, Children’s prayer-meeting; 14. Train- 
ing of converts; 15. How to teach, with model les- 
sons and examples of good modes; 16. Illustrative 
teaching; 17. Object teaching; 18. Pictorial teach- 
ing; 19. The use of the blackboard; 20. The art of 
questioning: 2L The art of securing attention, 
etc.; altogether, a tolerable full category, 

Chapters five to eight contain some admirable 
remarks and suggestions with reference to the 
choice of a superintendent, librarian, secretary, and 
also some thoughtful words as to the office of a 
Sunday teacher. To these chapters succeed others 
on the teacher’s preparation, also modes of teach- 
ing, embracing some capital examples. The sub- 
jects of “ Illustrative Teaching,” “Pictorial Teach- 
ing,’ “Object Teaching,” “The Blackboard,” are 
all ably handled; the last named containing 
samples of various kinds of exercises, 

The remarks with reference to the right conduct 


of an infant school we should like to reproduce. 


here, did space permit. In fact, to enable our 
reatlers to set the proper value on Mr. Pardee’s 
book, we should need to extract largely from 
various portions.—The Sunday Teacher®’ Treasury. 


*The Sabbath-School Index. By R. G. Pardee, A. 
M/ Published by J.C. Garrigues & Co., Philadelphia, 
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DOANE'’S'| {| 
SILVER SPRAY! 


LARGEST, LATEST AND BEST SABBATH- 
SCHOOL MUSIC BOOK Published Specimen cop; 
sent by mail for 30 cents, on application to the Pub- 
lisher, JOHN CHURCH, Jr., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

This work has met with the unprecedénted sale of 
50,000 copies, within the short time sincé its issue, 
whieh is the. best assurance of its mevit,and of its 
becoming a STANDARD Sabbath-School Music 
Book, Send for Specimen Copy. 








FOR DISTRIBUTION. . 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS, 


. 


Pe 
A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - - 


A Message from the Border-Land, - - 
A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, - 


God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 
Scholar, - - - - + *#© «= « 


Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, - + 


4ar On receipt of 25 cents, a full set, for examina- 
tion, mailed to any address, by 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Blackboard arid How Yo.Usé If. 
THE TEACHER AND. CLASS, 


/ FOR MARCH, 
Will be published February 15th. 
For sale by J.C.GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia, 
One Dollar a Year. Single Numbers, 20 cents, 4 
4a For Subscription, address "q 


““ PEACHER AND CLASS,” 
288 Broad St., Newark, N.J. 7 


TEACHER'S CLASS-BOOK: __ 
IM P ROVED. F 


PRICE 15 CENTS, 


This form of Class-Book for the use of 3 
school teachers certainly combines the advan 5 
Page by all others. On the open page are b * 

‘or recording the name‘of every scholar, and q 
each week his atténdance, lesson, behaviour, con- | 
tribution, and the number of library book. Either. 
of these may be omitted, but if kept complete, they 
form an interesting record, ; 4 


4a Samples by mail 19 cents, 
J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 








THE CASKET, NO. 2, 


IS NOW READY. 


THE FIRST PREMIUM of $50 for the best music 
and words combined has been awarded to the piece 
entitled “The Sabbath Bells,” found on the third 


e. 

PTHE SECOND PREMIUM of $25 for the best 
words has béen awarded to the hymn entitled “I 
Love to Sing of J ”? tound on the 48th e. 

This: Book is not the original Casket IN oO. )) im- 
proved, but a new work. Price in in fine Muslin, 60 
cents; per hun 85 cents; $30 per 
hundred, 


THE DOUBLE CASKET. 
For the convenience of'those desiring both books, 
No. land No. 2 will be bound togetner, making a 
Kk of "288 es.. The most complete work of its 
ind extant. Price 60 cents; $50 per hundred. 

faze sopice of either Book mailed te - " eemenye 

be) 1e’re price. ll sher 
240 8. pene fel, Philadelphia. 
For sale by the Trade every where. 





- LEAFLETS FOR §.°S, TEACHERS. 


THE 8S. 8. TEACHER'S CLOSET COMPANION. 
By Ralph Wells. 100 copies for 75 cents. 


Suggestions for Obtaining and Maintaining Order 
in their Classes, 25 Cards for 50 cents. 


4a- Sent by mail on receipt of price. 
Address A. O. VAN LENNEP, 


8. S. Teacher's Agency, 
Box 3976. 54 Cedar St., New York. 


GEIST’S ADHESIVE LABELS. 


1 to 300, 2101 to 2400, 
301 to 600, 2401 to 2700, 
601 to 900, 2701 to 3000, 
901 to 1200, 3001 to 3300, 
1201 to 1500, 3301 to 3600, 

1501 to 1800, $601 to 3900, 

1801 to 2100, 8901 to 4100, 





These superior labels for libraries are printed on 
tough and durable paper, and are rendered adhesive 
by a substance which forms a union better than 
any material heretofore known. They are sold at 
80 cents for a sheet, containing 300 labels. Furnished 
in large or small quantities, by mail, post-paid. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
PHILADELPHIA, 





TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, prepared by R. G, 
PARDEE, containing some brief and useful hints for 
the Sunday-school teacher, It is intended to show © 
the relations of the Superintendent, the Teachers, 
the Parents, the Pastor, the Church and the Com- 
munity to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard, Italsoembraces some yaluable principles 
of. instruction, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher. Many superintendents we have no doubt 
would like to distribute it in theirschools, Pack 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents, 
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A VOICE FROM ABROAD. 
London, England. 
UNDAY-SCHOOL workers haye long been in 
need of some such volume as the one before us;* 
and we think the fact that we are indebted for it to 
an American source should occasion no surprise. 
Across the Atlantic the Sabbath-sehool is an insti- 
tution of more vitality and vigor than in England. 
Amid vast pine forests, over wide expanses of 
prairie-land, along the banks of sinuous streams 
overgrown with luxuriant vegetation, side by side 
with the rough pioneer of the advancing army of 
civilization, as well as amongst the more cultivated 
and populous centres of industry, will the Ameri- 
can Sunday-school missionary be found, origina- 
ting, establishing, or watching the growth of some 
offshoot of that cause to which he has devoted his 
life’s energies.. It has been well said. that the Sab- 
bath-school is the chief ornament and bulwark of 
American Christianity. The very terms in which it 
is spoken of evidence this: “the glory of America,” 
“the right arm. of the American Churches,” “the 
hope of America,” are but a few of the expressions 
used to indicate the high esteem in which it is held, 
Any contribution, therefore, to the record of ex- 
periences gained in so vast and admirable a ficld of 
Christian labor is to be welcomed in a country 
allied to America by race, language, sympathies, 
and belief. 

It is not on this ground alone, however, that we 
are glad to receive Mr. Pardee’s volume. The book 
is a complete guide to all matters directly or indi- 
rectly appertaining to the management of Sunday- 
schools. In_the course of thirty-three chapters the 
author goes over the whole ground which the work 
of religious instruction of the young may be said to 
occupy. The first two are devoted to the Sabbath- 
school, its history and progress. Chapters three 
and four treat of “conventions” and “institutes.” 
Concerning the former, the author says: “The ob- 
ject of these gatherings is to arouse, to instruct, and 
to train, 1. To explore the districts, report the des- 
titutions, and devise the best way of filling up ex- 
isting schools, of planting new schools, and reach- 
ing, if possible, every neglected child. 2. Tocall at- 
tention to the bad or inefficient habits in the modes 
of conducting and teaching in our Sabbath-schools, 
and to suggest a remedy by detailing the more ex- 
cellent ways. & To instruct and trait teachers how 
they may prepare and teach the lesson better, and 
how they can become better acquainted with chil- 
dren’s character, language, and feelings.” ‘The Sab- 
bath-school institutes are said to have been formed 
on the model of the public-school teachers’ insti- 

, which, it is stated, have been sustained for 
m years with interest and profit—the expenses 
being cheerfully met out of the State treasury, and 
are modelled somewhat on the same plan. The 
subjects considered in these institutes are: 1, How 
to form new schools; 2. How best to gather in the 
children; 3. Their conversion and culture; 4. Or- 
ganization and classification; 5, Superintendents’ 
duties; 6. Opening and closing exercises; 7. The 
library and record books; 8, The Bible classes; 9. 
The intermediate classes; 10. The infant school; 11. 
Anniversaries and concerts; 12. Reviews and cate- 
chisms; 13, Children’s prayer-meeting; 14. Train- 
ing of converts; 15. How to teach, with model les- 
sons and examples of good modes; 16. Illustrative 
teaching; 17. Object teaching; 18, Pictorial teach- 
ing; 19. The use of the blackboard; 20. The art of 
questioning: 2L The art of securing attention, 
etc.; altogether, a tolerable full category, 

Chapters five to eight contain some admirable 
remarks and suggestions with reference to the 
choice of a superintendent, librarian, secretary, and 
also some thoughtful words as to the office of a 
Sunday teacher, To these chapters succeed others 
on the teacher’s preparation, also modes of teach- 
ing, emabracing some capital examples. The sub- 
jects of “ Illustrative Teaching,” “‘ Pictorial Teach- 
ing,” “Object Teaching,” “The Blackboard,” are 
all ably handled; the last named containing 
samples of various kinds of exercises, 

The remarks with reference to the right conduct 


of an infant school we should like to reproduce. 


here, did space permit. In fact, to enable our 
reailers ‘to set the proper value on Mr. Pardee’s 
book, we should need to extract largely from 
various portions.—The Sunday Teacher®’ Treasury. 


*The Sabbath-School Index. By R. G. Pardee, 
M/ Published by J.C. Garrigues & Ga, Philadelphia 
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DOANE'S”| |) | 
SILVER SPRAY! 


. LARGEST, LATEST AND BEST SABBATH- 
SCHOOL MUSIC BOOK Published. Specimen copy 
sent by mail for 30 cents, on application to the Pub- 
lisher, JOHN CHURCH, Jr,, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
This work has met with the unprecedented sale of 
50,000 copies, within the short time sineé Its issue, 
whieh is the. best assurance of its merit, and of its 
becoming a STANDARD Sabbath-School Music 
k, Send for Specimen Copy. 








FOR DISTRIBUTION. . 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS, 


. 


Pe 
A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - 


A Message from the Border-Land, -  - 
A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, ~ 


God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 
Scholar, - - + + -*+ *© = « 


Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, - - 


4a On receipt of 25 cents, a full set, for examina- 
tion, mailed to any address, by 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


———— 


The Blackboard ard How to Use If. 
THE. TEACHER AND. CLASS, 


/ FOR MARCH, 
Will be published February 15th, 
For sale by 


J.C.GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia, 
One Dollar a Year. Single Numbers, 20 cents, 

4a For Subscription, address 
“ PEACHER AND CLASS,” 
288 Broad St., Newark, N.J. 


TEACHER'S CLASS-BOOK : 
I M Pr ROVED. ‘ 


PRICE 15 CENTS. 


This form of Class-Book for the use of Sabbath- 
school teachers certainly combines the advantages 
—— by all others. On the open page are blanks 

‘or recording the name‘of every scholar, and for 
each week his atténdance, lesson, behaviour, con- 
tribution, and the number of library book. Either 
of these may be omitted, but if kept complete, they 
form an interesting record, , 


4a Samples by mail 19 cents, 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 








THE CASKET, NO. 2, 


IS NOW READY. 


THE FIRST PREMIUM of $50 for the best music 
and words combined has been awarded to the piece 
entitled “The Sabbath Bells,” found on the third 


e. 
THE SECOND PREMIUM of $25 for the best 
words has been awarded to the hymn entitled“ I 
Love to Sing of ene tound on the 48th e. 

This: Book is not the original Casket (No. » im- 
prov: buat a new work. Price in in fine Muslin, 60 
nee et per hundred. Boards, 35 cents; $30 per 
2un > 


THE DOUBLE CASKET. 

For the convenience of: those desiring both books, 
No. land No. 2 will be bound togetner, making a 
book of '288 es.. The most complete work of its 
kind extant. Price 60 cents; $50 per hundred. 

Sample copies of either Book mailed upon receipt 
of the’retail price. {sa Fiull, Publisher, 

240 S. Eleventh Stree, Philadelphia. 

For sale by the Trade everywhere. 


LEAFLETS FOR §.°8, TEACHERS, 


THE 8. 8. TEACHER'S CLOSET COMPANION. 
By Ralph Wells. 100 copies for 75 cents. 


eyo for Obtaining and Maintaining Order 
in their Classes. 25 Cards for 50 cents. 





4@> Sent by mail on receipt of price. 


Address A. 0. VAN LENNEP, 
8. S. Teacher's Agence 
Box 3976. 


54 Cedar St., New 
GEIST’S 


1 to 300, 
801 to 600, 
601 to 900, 
901 to 1200, 
1201 to 1500, 
1501 to 1800, 
1801 to 2100, 


ork, 


ADHESIVE LABELS. 


2101 to 2400, 
2401 to 2700, 
2701 to 3000, 
3001 to 3300, 
3301 to 3600, 
3601 to 3900, 
8901 to 4100, 





P atoate 





These superior labels for libraries are printed on 
tough and durable paper, and are rendered adhesive 
by a substance which forms a union better than 
any material heretofore known. They are sold at 
30 cents for a sheet, containing 300 labels. Furnished 
in large or small quantities, by mail, post-paid. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
PHILADELPHIA. 





TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, prepared by R. G. 
PARDEE, containing some brief and useful hints for 
the Sunday-school teacher, It is intended to show 
the relations of the Superintendent, the Teachers, 
the Parents, the Pastor, the Church and the Com- 
munity to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard, Italsoembraces some valuable principles 
of. instruction, with the qualifications of a goa 
teacher. aenr superintendents we have no doubt 
would like to distribute it in theirschools. 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 2 cents. 
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date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance, 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


One Hundred Years Old. 
BY MRS. M. E. M. SANGSTER. 
6 "How old are you, Auntie?” 

I spoke to an aged colored woman, 
who sat in the sun by the door of her little 
home. 

“Well, chile!’ she answered, ‘‘ I reckon 
I’s nigh ontoa hundred. I’ve done lived 
so long dat all my friens have gone off an’ 
lef? me, and here I’m sitting, day by day, 
with my chillen, and my grand chillen, and 
my great grand chillen, and I’m as peart as 
any o’ them yet.”’ 

I wish I could make my readers see her. 
Such an old, withered face, all crossed and 
marked with wrinkles and lines; such a 
sunken mouth, with not a single tooth; 
such elfin locks of grey wool peeping from 
under the gay plaided kerchief on her head. 
Bent nearly double, with thin, trembling 
hands, and feet that bore her slowly on, this 
old woman was really, as she said, just as 
“peart’’ as the youngest of her descendants, 
Her keen, black eyes sparkled, and she 
laughed all over as she talked to me. 

‘Are not you tired of this world, Auntie? 
Don’t you wish the time were come for you 
to leave it and go home?” 

“Dat I don’t, honey! It’s a first rate 
world, and I like it now jes as well as eber 
Idid. Ihave had my upses and downses, 
but de Lord has kep’ de road cl’ar for me, 
and I don’ spen’ my time frettin’ to go out 
of de world befo’ he calls me. When he 
sen’ de angel, he’ll fin’ me a waitin’, and 
I'll sing his praises dere, but I’m contented 
here,” 

‘You love Jesus, don’t you 2”? 

‘Love de Lord Jesus! I’ve been a-lovin’ 
him since I was a chile, and he’s been a 
lovin’ me, and dat’s the best part of it, 
honey.” 

I left the old saint, for that she is, though 
her skin is black, and her home isa little 
old house, that the winds may some night 
blow down, just as the wind of death must 





come some time to release her soul. Happy 
woman, who has lived a hundred years 
below, and is ready to live an eternity above. 

I went on my way, thinking of all that 
had happened since this aged woman had 
come into the world. Revolutions, politi- 
cal changes, enlarging of men’s views, the 
opening of doors to the gospel in foreign 
lands, the better comprehension of Christ’s 
command to ‘‘ feed the lambs,” the break- 
ing of fetters, how many good things have 
been prospered, how many fearful and ter- 
rible things have been done, in her century. 
And yet it is only a drop as compared to the 
sea of eternity. 

Norfolk, Va. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


Why Stand Ye All the Day Idle? 
[AIR—Your Mission.] 

If you cannot preach the gospel, 
Where the learned and gifted meet, 

Winning praise from rich and noble, 
Sitting in the highest seat; 

You can gather in the children, 
Who in streets, neglected, stray, 

You can Calvary’s story tell them, 
You can teach them how to pray. 


If you cannot, in the temple, 
Where the gay and wealthy throng, 
Please them with the chanted measure, 
Swell with them the choral song; 
You can seek the dreary dwelling, 
Where the poor and friendless stay, 
You can comfort, aid and cheer them, 
“Point to Heaven and lead the way.” 


If you cannot lead devotion, 
Where assembled Christians pray; 
If you find you lack the talent 
There to speak, to edify; 
You can in the closet enter, 
Only to the Saviour known, 
You can humbly ask his blessing 
On the seed by others sown, 


“Do not, then, sit idly waiting 
For some greater work to do,” 
Precious time is swiftly passing, 
And eternity’s in view. 
Oh, improve the golden season, 
Grasp the moments as they fly, 
If you’d earnest be for Jesus, 
Now’s the time! you soon must die! 
L. C. M. 


_ OO) oO 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
The I'wo Pictures. 

N amemorable night in the year 1741, 
Count Lessoch went to the Princess 
Elizabeth of Russia, to conduct her to the 
palace, where she was to assert her right to 
the vacant throne. But Elizabeth was un- 
decided and refused to go. There were fears 
of failure in the way. She desired more 
time for consideration. Instead of replying, 





the Count drew forth two pictures he had 
caused to be prepared. In one Elizabeth 
was represented as under torture, and the 
Count on the scaffold. In the other she 
beheld herself ascending the throne amidst 
the applauses of the people. 

‘* Now choose your situation,” he said. 
The pictures effected what his arguments 
might have failed todo. She decided, and 
atonce. On the morrow she was Empress 
of all the Russias. 

Such atime comes in the history of us all. 
An hour when our immortal destiny is de- 
cided. Then the Spirit is striving with our 
hearts ; then we must give an answer to the 
question, whether we will have the world, 
or Christ, for our portion. These two pic- 
tures but feebly portray the results of our 
decision. What earthly torture can com- 
pare with eternal burnings? What earthly 
honors can equal the glory prepared in 
heaven for the sons of God ? 

Perhaps this moment of decision has come 
to some of us? How have we answered the 
question? Have we'secured the crown that 
is offered us? or has our indecision sealed 
our doom ? J. E. L. 


or oa 


For The Sunday-Schooi Times, 


“ROBBING PETER TO PAY PAUL,” 


BY MARTHA FARQUHARSON. 


66 MET Miss S this morning,” re- 
marked one lady to another, ‘‘andshe 
tells me she has left your church because 
she finds the walk too long for her, and has 
gone to B church, which is nearer.’’ 

‘¢ Yes, I don’t blame her,’’ was the reply, 
for I know her health is not good, and that 
the walk to our church is too long for her.”’ 

‘*She said some one had been accusing 
her of coaxing others away, and she seemed 
much vexed about it.” 

‘¢ Well, if she has doneso J shall be angry 
at her, and shall tell her so too. I won’t 
have people coaxed away from our church if 
I can help it. I think it is too bad for any 
body to do such a thing.”’ 

‘‘ Yes, I think it is wrong to try to build 
up one church at the expense of another,” 
remarked the first speaker, ‘‘but Miss 
8 said she had not been doing it; so 
you must not be angry at her; and I 
don’t think that members of astrong church 
ought to bedispleased if some of their num-~- 
ber leave it to go to a weaker one, where 
they are more needed, and can perhaps do 
more for the cause of Christ. All these 
churches are but divisions of the one grand 
army of the living God, and it seems to me 














98 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





there should be no petty jealousy or rival- 
ry among them, but that each member 
should seek the good of the whole rather 
than merely that of a part.” 

‘Perhaps so ; but it is not the way I feel,’’ 
replied her friend. ‘‘I care a great deal 
more for my own church than for any of 
the rest.”’ 

“T do not think you should,” said the 
other; ‘‘and particularly not when, as in 
this case, they are not only both churches 
of Christ, but also belong to the same deno- 
mination.”’ 


Was she not right, reader? If love to 
Christ and his cause be our ruling motive, 
will not the interests of the whole of his 
church be too near our hearts to allow us to 
try to build up one branch of it by pulling 
down another? Wasit notall bought with 
his precious blood? Is it not all equally 
dear to him? And if we find that we are 
so solicitous for the interests of the one 
branch to which we belong as to be willing 
to sacrifice to them those of the church at 
large, have we not reason to question our 
own hearts lest we deceive ourselves, mis- 
taking party spirit for zeal in the cause of 
Christ? Oh, how these petty jealousies 
among his professed followers hinder that 
dear cause! What a handle they give to 
its enemies! What stumbling-blocks they 
put in the way of sinners! Ido not deny 
that itis right, nay more, that it is our duty, 
to love with a peculiar affection that parti- 
cular church of which we are members, and 
to give to it the largest share of our toils 
and cares for Zion,—just as we are bound to 
love and labor for our own families, our own 
near and dear kindred, rather than for 
others who may be equally or more worthy ; 
but even as we have no right to steal from 
our neighbor in order to make our children 
rich, so we have no right to rob other 
churches to do our own service. 


For The Sunday-School Times. 
Jehovah Jireh. 


DEAR member of Christ’s church was 
lying on her death-bed. Her disease 
was that terrible thing, a cancer. It was 
eating away her life. She was a widow, 
and poor, and was leaving two little daugh- 
ters alone in the world. Here was enough 
to try her faith—pain, poverty, death com- 
ing on fast, and two unprotected girls to be 
left friendless. But calm, serene, unap- 
palled, even joyful, she waited for the sum- 
mons to cross the river. 
‘*T am not afraid,” she said, “‘ for myself. 
I have trusted my all to Jesus. I know in 
whom I have believed. I can trust my 
darlings, too, to that merciful and faithful 
God.”’ 


In such a spirit she drew near death, and 
those who stood around said it was like a 
translation. Unseen arms strongly and 
tenderly bore her into the beautiful land 
beyond this lower world. ‘‘ Jehovah Jireh”’ 
supported her to the end. 


Her faith for her children has been repaid. 
They found friends who cared for them for 
Christ’s sake, and for hers, whose dying 
kiss had set them apart for his service. 











Both have been thoroughly educated, and 
are useful members of society. May they 
love and trust their mother’s God! 

M. E. M. 


> a + 
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CINDERELLA. 


BY THE REV. J. T. CRANE, D. D. 

ORKS of fiction would be of less 

doubtful value, if the reader, after 
finishing the last page of an exciting vo- 
lume, utterly forgot the whole, or recollected 
it only as we remember veritable history. 
The loss in that case would consist chiefly 
in loss of time. But as things really are, 
people given to novel reading spend many 
a precious hour in dreaming out clumsy 
little romances of their own, in which they 


‘are the beautiful ladies and gallant gentle- 


men, who suffer unutterable woes for a 
time, achieve impossibilities, and at last 
cast anchor in a boundless ocean of bliss. 
In fact, the Cinderella of the nursery story 
is the typeof true novel readers. They live 
a sort of double life, one in their own pro- 
per persons, and in their own real homes, 
the other as ideal lords and ladies in dream- 
land. Ella, the kitchen girl, sitting among 
her cinders, is a very prosaic individual, 
employed in exceedingly prosaic duties, 
and fulfilling a destiny far removed from 
romance and sublimated sentimentalism. 
But touched by the fairy’s wand, Ella be- 
comes a princess, her coarse garments are 
robes of magnificence, the pumpkin is a 
coach, and she rides in state, the admiration 
of all beholders, and weds the prince tri- 
umphantly. 

The modern Ella, sitting among the cin- 
ders, has no fairy godmother to confer ima- 
ginary splendors upon her, but the place is 
well supplied by sundry enterprising gen- 
tlemen, who publish periodicals designed 
for just this style of readers. And so Ella 
invests her six cents weekly, and reads and 
dreams. According to the flesh, she may 
be called Betsey Jane, work in a kitchen, 
or with a sewing machine, and with all her 
matrimonial angling, have never a nibble. 
In her other capacity, she is the Countess 
of Moonshine, who dwells in a castle of 
Spain, and wears a coronet of diamonds, 
and to whom lords and princes make love 
in the loftiest eloquence, and she is blest. 
But as Napoleon once observed, there is but 
astep between the sublime and the ridicu- 
lous. At any moment the coach of state 
may relapse into its original pumpkin, the 
costly array turn again to rags, and the 
countess, sweeping in her robes through the 
glittering ranks of admiring lords and en- 
vious ladies, subside into her former pro- 
saic self, with the hideous onions to be 
peeled, or the clattering sewing machine to 
be kept in motion. 

Thus novel-reading produces a kind of 
intoxication not wholly unlike that of the 
inebriate. The mental life of both is ab- 
normal, unreal. Theone secures his vision- 
ary joys by drugging the brain, and thus 
creating morbid mental action, the other 
applies the stimulant to the mind itself. 
In both cases the effect is evil, according to 





the degree in which the victims abandon 
themselves to their vice. In both cases the 
habit creates distaste for the common duties 
of life, makes the quiet happiness of home 
seem poor and mean, and lessens the power 
of motives that appeal to conscience and 
warn us of the eternal future. The victim 
of novel-reading, as well as the victim of 
alcohol, is unfit for useful, rational life, un- 
prepared both for this world and that which 
is to come. 


>< 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 
The Morning Fire. 


: ig’ our last waking hour is spent in near 

communings with our heavenly Father, 
we shall awake in the morning with our 
hearts like the lark, all ready for an upward 
flight. Asa quaint old writer says about 
morning devotions, ‘‘That fire kindles 
easily which has been well raked up over 
night.”’ 

What precious treasures of help and grace 
we lose every day by our coldness and haste 
in our morning prayers. One has well com- 
pared it to a harbor in which are lying 
many richly freighted vessels, all anxious to 
come into port, yet all hindered because the 
channel is frozen. God is waiting to be 
gracious. He rejoices to bestow his richest 
spiritual gifts, but the channel of our hearts, 
through which they must flow, is frozen 
and cannot admit them. He has given us 
the means and the help we need to clear 
this channel. Shall we lose our blessings 
by our indolence and our eager haste after 
worldly good? Never is our need so great 
as when we feel it the least. 

We must pray in earnest, or it were better 
not to pray at all. Any other prayer is but 
mockery of God. If we should go to a friend 
and proffer a request in so low a tone that 
he could not hear us, how could we expect 
an answer? Soour prayers are often offered 
in a tone so spiritually low and languid we 
cannot reasonably expect a blessing in an- 
swer to them. 

‘‘There are four things which I find 
greatly hinder prayer,”’ writes an excellent 
Christian lady, ‘‘inordinate sadness, very 
high spirits, ill temper, and acarnal, worldly 
spirit.’”” Can we not all bear the same tes- 
timony? When we know our weak point, 
let us double our watch there. Lois. 

————_. a + 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
Holding the Door. 


FRIEND came to my door this morn- 
ing and loudly rang the bell. Recog- 
nizing the quick footstep and the merry 
laugh, I hastened to open the door. It was 
held upon the outside. I went back to my 
books and my pen, the echo of that merry 
laugh ringing in my ears, while thoughts 
less pleasant, suggested by this little inci- 
dent, gradually entered my mind. 
‘‘Holding the door,’ I said to myself. 
Ah, how many thus treat the Lord Jesus. 
They knock loudly at the gate of forgive- 
ness, but holding hard upon the handle of 
unbelief, they refuse to be admitted. 
How often have J asked that some che 
rished plan might be accomplished, some 
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dear friend be led to Jesus, some darling sin 
be overcome, and oh how often have I ne- 
glected to work as well as pray, to believe 
as well as ask, to strive as well as seek. 
How often have I stood holding the door! 

~ J. H. M. 


oe 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
* Tehovah-Jireh.” 


Ls geod much of the mental disquietude 

and suffering we mortals know, is 
caused by anxiety and fear in regard to the 
future. How hard it is for us to learn 
fully totrustthe Lord. Yet it isa lesson he 
would have us learn—‘‘ I would have you 
without carefulness,’’—1 Cor. 7: 32; and 
one the thorough learning of which would 
make us very happy. ‘‘ Jehovah-Jireh’’— 
“the Lord will provide.’”? And what will 
he provide? ‘‘ No good thing will he with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly.”’ Is 
your anxiety concerning the supply of ne- 
cessary food and raiment? ‘‘ Trust in the 
Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in 
the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.’ 
“The young lions do lack, and suffer hun- 
ger: but they that seek the Lord shall not 
want any good thing.”’ 

Is it the dread of some possible trial in the 
future which you may not be able to en- 
dure? ‘All things work together for good 
to them that love God,’ and ‘‘as thy day, 
so shall thy strength be.”’ 

Is it fear that your spiritual foes will one 
day prove too strong for you? that you 
will not come off victor in the good fight of 
faith which you have begun? will not be 
able to run to the end the race upon which 
you have started? ‘‘Fear thou not, for I 
am with thee: I will strengthen thee; yea, 
I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteousness,” 
“‘The Lord will give grace and glory.” 


The Bible is full of promises to God’s peo- 
ple, of all that they need for soul and body, 
for this world and the next; and could we 
but banish unbelief, and rest upon his word, 
with the simple, confiding faith of little 
children, how we should honor him, and 
increase our own happiness. ‘‘ Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee.” MARTHA FARQUHARSON, 

—_—_—_—_—_—_—_l aoe 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
God Answers Prayer. 


66 I MUST go to B— and talk with Mary 

and Ellen. I do so want them to 
love the Saviour, and it seems to me I can 
tell them just how, the way seems so plain 
to me. I love them all, and Mary is my 
best earthly friend.’?’ Thus communed 
Harriet with herself after light from above 
had dawned upon her heart. Soon after, 
the desired opportunity presented itself, and 
she went with joyful eagerness to the house 
of her friends, confidently expecting, if she 
but told the way she found the Saviour, 
they would give their heart to him also. 
She was disappointed. ‘The time had not 
yet come,’”’ Mary sighed; Ellen advanced 
infidel sentiments, and Harriet found she 
could not open the blind eyes nor unstop 





the deaf ears. Then she said again to her- 
self, ‘‘ I will pray for them every day until 
they do open the door of their hearts and 
let the Saviour in.”’ 

Years passed on. The mother of Mary 
and Ellen was laid upon asick bed. Her 
end drew near. Her death was peaceful 
and happy, and she commended her chil- 
dren to a Saviour’s care. 

Soon Mary seeks her mother’s God, and 
then Ellen, and one after another of the 
large family, are led to Jesus. 

Their names were all enrolled many years 
since on the records of the church below. 
Some are in heaven. 

We see from this little sketch that the 
Spirit of God can alone open the blind eyes. 
Christians cannot show others the way that 
seems so plain to them without the Spirit’s 
influence. Wealso see that earnest prayers, 
though long delayed, are surely answered ; 
that sincere effort for Christ is not lost. 

D. M. M. 


—_————___ —~> > om -—- 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


A TRIBUTE, 

G. PARDEE is dead! So we say, in 
¢ our earthly language, of one who shall 
no more go in and out among the Sunday- 
schools and churches, who shall no more, 
in words of wisdom and love, point the 
little ones to Jesus; of a brother beloved, 
whom the Master hath bidden to the ban- 
quet above. He is dead, but his flesh shall 
rest in hope of a joyful resurrection. At 
home already, his ransomed soul has seen 
the face of Jesus; has met a multitude who 
must have welcomed him as their guide to 
the beautiful city ; has entered upon an eter- 
nity of gladness. It is a sweet thought, 
that of the family of God’s ‘‘ children, part 
in heaven, part on earth;’’ and death is 
robbed of its terror, and its gloom is bright- 
ened, when we think of our beloved as still 
of the family, but lifted over the river and 
into the immediate presence of the Father. 
Wherever Mr. Pardee’s kindly face, and 
genial voice, and loving presence have been, 
he will be missed. There was an absence 
of pretension about him, a straightforward 
way of saying what he meant, a guileless- 
ness that endeared him to his fellow work- 
ers. He never spoke without an object— 
then always earnestly, tenderly, and to the 
point. I remember a little story he once 
told me as we were speaking of a Christian, 
who was cross and uncertain of temper. 
Said he, ‘‘I once saw a tree, gnarled and 
one-sided, and awry, and the gardener, as 
he looked at it, said tome, ‘Somebody step- 
ped on it when it was little.’ So,” said he, 
‘perhaps somebody stepped on that man 
when he was a growing lad,’’ and thence he 
drew a beautiful lesson of forbearance in our 

treatment of children. 
How applicable to our dear, departed 
friend are the words of Bonar, slightly al- 

tered: 


“Needeth no praise of the love-written record, 
The nameor the epitaph graved on the stone, 
The things he has lived for—shall stand as his record, 
And he be remembered by what he has done,” 


Thousands of children, from Maine to 
Minnesota, ‘‘shall keep his memory green.’’ 





In anniversaries and conventions, his face 
shall long be missed; his absence will make 
agapin the ranks. But our grief at his 
loss is soothed by the thought that the great 
Captain has bidden him rest, and that, after 
the lapse of ‘‘a few more days, or weeks, or 
years,’’ how short beside eternity! we shall 
see him again. M. E. M. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


Five Ss. 


OD can and will do whatever is for his 
people’s good. Look at half a dozen 
books that are open toourview. His power 
and goodness will appearineach. God isal- 
mighty. Open the book of the Stars. World 
after world, system after system, made and 
upheld by him; times and seasons going 
unerringly their ordered rounds. God is 
omniscient. Turn to the book of Spirits. 
See how the most hidden thoughtlies plain 
to his sight. Man, angel, and devil alike 
have no designs which are not at the first 
seen by God. Our God is bountiful; this 
the book of the Sky tells. Rain, wind, 
healthful cold and soothing warmth bring 
health and strength to all things. No less 
is God foreseeing; read it in the book of the 
Stones. Gold, silver, and all precious stones, 
coal, iron, stored away.from ages, are set to 
serve the race of men. Most of all, our God 
is all gracious. The book of Souls makes 
clear his abounding grace. Man, sinful, 
wicked, rebellious, is blessed with the rich- 
est, freest favor, and that at the cost of the 
blood of the Son of God. Verily there is no 
God like unto our God. 


For you, my friend, if you will but love 
him, he will do all things. He can, and he 
will, be all and in all to you. ‘‘Caspar.” 


<> <i <> 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
“What Do They DoP” 


ASKED one of my class, ‘‘ Have you 
faith enough to pray for W 2? He 
seems more thoughtless than ever.”’ 


‘‘-Yes, I trust so,’’ he said. ‘I feel like 
praying for him, and the more I pray the 
more I want to pray. It seems to me that 
God is about to hear our prayers for W—. 
I believe he will, for he seems to hear and 
answer all our prayers lately. Then it is 
good to pray to the blessed Saviour, even if 
the answers do not come right away. And 
it is so delightful to pray when you feel that 
the answer is coming; so joyful, when it 
comes. Oh, I’m so glad I know how to 
pray. Whatdo people do who — _— 9? 





—_ 
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ScoRN not the slightest word or deed, 
Nor deem it void of power; 

There’s fruit in each wind-wafted seed, 
Waiting its natal hour. 

A whispered word may touch the heart, 
And call it back to life ; 

A look of love bid sin depart, 
And still unholy strife, 
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I WONDER many a time that ever a child 
of God should have a sad heart, considering 
what uhe Lord is preparing for him.— 
Rutherford. 
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Lesson No. 11, to be taught Sunday, 
March 14th, may be found in Mark 9: 33-50. 
Subject: ‘‘ The Greatest in the Kingdom.” 





WE have received $5 for Chloe Lankton, 
from Mrs. A., Philadelphia; $2.10 from 8. 
L. C., Tarrytown, N. Y.; $1 from L. H. B., 
Stockbridge, Mass. 





The Temple-tazx. 


N the Mosaic economy distinct provision 
was made for the pecuniary expenses 
connected with the Temple service. These 
expenses were large and constant, and the 
means of meeting them was not left to 
chance or caprice. The same code which 
prescribed the costly ritual, prescribed also 
the modein which the revenue necessary 
for its maintenance should be raised. In the 
13th chapter of Exodus we find it enjoined, 
as a perpetual ordinance upon all Israelites, 
that every male among them, from the age 
of twenty upward, should pay yearly a poll- 
tax of half a shekel. This requirement 
seems to have been enforced with tolerable 
regularity through all the changes of go- 
vernment to which they had been subjected, 
and it is mentioned in the gospels as some- 
thing customary, with which everybody 
was familiar, and which therefore required 
no explanation. 

To enable us, however, the better to un- 
derstand the gospel narrative, it is necessary 
to remark that, instead of paying this tax 
in the old Hebrew coins, the shekels and 
half-shekels, payment was made in those 
¢ommon coins of the period, which were 
the nearest commercial equivalents of the 
old coinage, very much as now in Canada 
all debts, even those to the government, are 
paid in American dollars, halves, quarters, 
and dimes, although the accounts are kept 
in pounds, shillings, pence and farthings. 
The nearest approach to the skekel and the 
fractions of a shekel was found in two Greek 
coins then in current use in Judea, the 
drachma and the stater, four drachmas be- 
ing equal to one stater. The denominations 
were the Drachma, Didrachma (or double- 
drachma), and Stater (sometimes also called 
Tetradrachma, or fourfold-drachma). As 
the stater was the equivalent of the shekel, 
the didrachma was of course the equivalent 
of the half-shekel; and the half-shekel, it 
will be remembered, was the specific poll- 
tax enjoined upon all adult males for the 


explanation, let us open to the narrative 
contained in the 17th chapter of Matthew. 
They that received the tribute money (lite- 
rally ‘‘The receivers of the didrachma,”’ 
that is, the collectors of the half-shekel 
Temple-money), came to Peter and said, 
Doth not your Master pay [literally] the 
Didrachma? These collectors of the Tem- 
ple-money were men in humble position, 
and the question was made apparently in 
good faith. They had heard vague rumors of 
Christ's pretensions, and they did not know 
whether, on account of his spiritual charac- 
ter, he claimed exemption from this tax or 
not. Peter, with characteristic forwardness, 
answered at once, without stopping to in- 
quire of the Master himself. We can almost 
hear him saying, ‘‘Certainly. How silly 
the question. Do not all Jews, who pretend 
to keep the law atall, pay the Didrachma?”’ 
Having given this off-hand answer, he 
went into the house, and, meeting Jesus, 
was apparently about to tell what had taken 
place, when Jesus anticipated him, saying, 
What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do 
earthly kings take taxes or tribute ? of their 
sons, or of strangers? If I am the son and 
heir of the Great King in whose honor the 
Temple-service is maintained, why should 
I pay the service-money ? The law is really 
not binding on me. But let us not bea 
means of stumbling to these humble officers 
of the law. Go thou to the sea, and cast a 
hook, and take up the fish that first cometh 
up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, 
thou shalt find a Stater [equivalent to two 
Didrachmas or half-shekels]: that take, 
and give for us both,—for me and thee. 
Peter here, as in so many other places, 
had been precipitate in expressing his opi- 
nion. Yet how gently and kindly was the 
correction given! How very different from 
that recorded in the previous chapter, when 
Jesus said ‘‘Get thee behind me, Satan!”’ 
Whatever may have been the cause of the 
awful severity on that occasion, whether 
personal and selfish ambition mingled with 
Peter’s officious zeal, or whatever it may 
have been, there was evidently no motive 
of the sort in the present case. It was 
merely Peter’s natural forwardness, speak- 
ing out unadvisedly. Let us learn not to be 
harsh in condemning the mistakes of those 
who err from mere inconsideration, where 
the mistake has evidently sprung from an 
honest desire to do right, and where it is 
accompanied with no selfish personal ends. 
How tender was our Lord of the consci- 
ences of these humble public servants, cona- 
plying promptly with their official demand, 
so that they need not feel as if this new re- 





support of the Temple service. With this 


his legal obligations. Yet he acquired the 
means of payment by working a miracle, 
thereby stopping the mouths of any who 
might argue,from his paying the Didrachma, 
that he was not all that he had claimed to 
be, Son of God, and Lord of the Temple. 
How different this from the unhesitating 
and open denunciations which.onr all ocea- 
sions he uttered against the lordly and super- 
cilious Pharisees and Sadducees! If con- 
science obliges us at any time to use the 
language of severity, in vindication of the 
truth and the right, let us at least spare 
those who are the mere ministers, not the 
authors, of the wrong. 

The deed of Jesus was equally miraculous, 
whether, as some suppose, he actually cre- 
ated on the moment the coin which Peter 
was to find in the fish, or whether, as is the 
general opinion, Jesus by his omniscience 
saw in all the lake one particular fish which 
had swallowed a coin, and knew that this 
particular fish would first come to Peter’s 
hook. Surely, one who can thus anticipate 
all the difficulties of the children, who can 
with equal ease provide for every emer- 
gency, whether theirs or his, who in provi- 
ding for his own Didrachma did not forget 
that needed also by his perplexed disciple, 
surely, such a Saviour, is entitled to the un- 
reserved confidence of his followers. Let 
us learn to trust Him in all things, at all 
times, doing and receiving to-day what to- 
day he gives us to do or to receive, and 
thankful for the hand which keeps to-mor- 
row’s page safely folded down. 


<>< 
-<—-- 


For The Sunday-School Times. 
“What Shall We Do with Them?” 
ITH those Sabbath-school teachers 
who will not attend the stated teach- 
ers’ meetings! 

This question has frequently been asked, 
and answered in a variety of ways. ‘‘ Cut 
them off,’”’ says one. Whether he means 
from the teachers’ meeting or the Sabbath- 
school, is not apparent. What shall we do 
with them? Ishould answer, Nothing at 
all with them. 

1st. Do something with the meeting. 

2d. Do something with those who do at- 
tend, 

And, 3d. Do something with the book 
before you, the Bible. 

First, then, let the place be, if possible, 
the same, where the meeting is held, At 
the house of the superintendent, if practi- 
cable. Have the room well warmed and 
attractive, and with an air that says ‘‘ wek 
come!’ to every one that enters it. 

Then let each one who comes always be 
prepared. Not come depending wholly on 
others; saying, ‘‘Oh, I came to learn,’ as 
an excuse for neglect on their part of pre- 
vious study. And let each one be “‘ ready 
to communicate’’—free to speak and inte- 








ligious teacher was one who sought to evade 


rested to hear. 
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Then let the Bible be carefully interpreted 
by itself first, and then explained by any 
er helps within reach. Let no partial 
examination of it satisfy any one present. If 
this interest is really felt, through these 
means, by all who do attend, it will, by na- 
tural force of attraction, draw others in. 
Those whose hearts burn together as they 
talk and study Bible truths in this meeting, 
will let fall some spark outside that shali 
kindle an absent teacher’s heart, and it will 
burn, and another heart will catch, and 
they will be drawn in to the central fire 
before they are aware. I know of sucha 
teachers’ meeting. Sixteen or eighteen 
out of, say, twenty-five, is the average at- 
tendance. The question then will come, 
What shall we do with so many? sooner 
than, How shall we get them in? 

The room is attractive. The gathered 
faces beam with good-will. The superin- 
tendent loves his work and his teachers, 
and they know it, and love it too. They 
speak of it not as a place where they must 
go, but ‘‘the delightful meeting,’’ ‘the 
pleasant hour.’’ They could not afford to 
stay away. This is the secret power that 
draws all and compels none. J. P. B. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
Troglodytic Sunday-Schools, 
BY REV. JAMES M. FREEMAN. 


HEN order came out of chaos at crea- 
tion, and darkness was followed by 
light, only the surface of the earth was 
blessed by that heavenly visitant. Under 
the surface the light did not penetrate, and 
graves and caverns are as dark to-day as 
though chaos still reigned. This seems to 
be a providential indication that men were 
intended to live upon the earth and not in 
it. Weare made to rejoice in the light, and 
we have a natural dread of darkness. True, 
some of the earliest habitations of men were 
caves, but they got out of them just as soon 
as they learned how to build houses; and 
he would be considered a strange fellow, a 
hermit, or a madman, who, in these days, 
should dwell in a cave. 


Notwithstanding this fact, there still 
seems left in the minds of some men, the re- 
mains of an earthward tendency, & cavern- 
ous desire. Perhaps these good people may 
be the lineal descendants of the ancient tro- 
glodytes, or cave dwellers; and their pas- 
sion for dark, damp holes in the ground 
may have come down to them through a 
long ancestry, by direct inheritance. If 
they build a house to live in, they are not 
content with digging a hole deep enough 
for foundation and cellar, but they must 
needs put the first story from three to five 
feet under ground; and this when their 
title-deed gives them full forty miles in a 
direct line above ground, and as much 
higher as they please to go. True, they 
also own to the centre of the earth, and they 
sometimes seem disposed to get as near the 
bottom of their property as possible ; though 
there are some who think that the forty 
miles of sunlightand pure air above ground 
are worth more than the four thousand 
miles of darkness below ground, 





It sometimes happens that these descend- 
ants of the old troglodytes get on church- 
building committees, and then, true to their 
instincts, they put as much of the church 
as possible under ground, from two feet to 
six; the latter being the depth of an ordi- 
nary grave. Of coursethis lower apartment 
will not-serve the purposes of the congrega- 
tion for general worship. They must have 
the upper room, with high ceiling and 
bright sunshine, and arrangements for ven- 
tilation. But the cellar will do for the chil- 
dren. A part of the early church was 
brought up in the catacombs; and so a good 
part of the early life of these young Chris- 
tians must be spent under ground. What 
does a Sunday-school want of light, or air, 
or high ceilings, or sunshine? If the day 
be dark, turn on the gas. Shut doors and 
windows in cold weather, and then in this 
dark, close, vile-smelling place, expect the 
children to be quiet, orderly, attentive, and 
ready to hear all about the important truths 
of religion ? 

Such schools may appropriately be called 
Troglodytic Sunday-schools. The adjective 
used is a big, awkward word, it is true, and 
has therefore been chosen as particularly 
appropriate to the subject. It is high time 
the church waked up to the fact that while 
cellars may be very useful for storing vege- 
tables, they are not the place in which to 
put children. Do not bury them before they 
are dead. Many a minister has caught his 
death-cold from laboring in a church cellar. 
And no doubt many a dear child has taken 
scarlet fever or typhoid by breathing the 
impure air of a damp, low-ceiling Sunday- 
school basement. It is often the case that a 
room with seats for three or four hundred 
children has aceiling not over ten feet high, 
while a church built to accommodate the 
same number of adults has a ceiling double 
that height. Ifthere must be a difference, 
put the adults in the cellar and the children 
up stairs; because the lungs of the little 
ones are more sensitive, and they need all 
the pure air they can get. 


Infant-classes are peculiarly liable to the 
difficulties arising from church basements. 
The infant-class is usually placed in a small 
room, the scholars sitting on gallery seats. 
The room is generally crowded from floor 
half way to ceiling, and very often dark. 
The little ones on the lowest tier of seats 
have cold feet, while those on the highest 
tier are compelled to breathe the tainted, 
over-heated air which is rising ceiling-ward. 
A few minutes suffice to poison all the air 
inthe room. What wonder, then, if teacher 
and scholars become duil and gloomy! The 
wonder is that some of them do not die on 
the spot. 

There is no excuse for poor ventilation 
when the Creator has piled fresh, pure air 
miles high allover theearth. But how can 
such cellars as we often see under churches 
be properly ventilated! The sooner our 
Sunday-schools are brought out of their 
troglodytic condition the better. We donot 
deny that good may be done even in cellars; 
but much more can be accomplished above 
ground, Our Sunday-schools ought to have 
the best rooms that money can buy; well 





ventilated, with high ceilings, and plenty 
of golden sunlight. If it be thought desira- 
ble, in addition, to have a good variety of 
appliances, ornamental and useful, be it 
80; but do let us have light and air. We 
can have neither, to the extent needed, as 


long as we have Troglodytic Sunday- 
schools, 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


The Best Time for the Sunday-School. 

As it the morning? In the winter espe- 

cially the hour is too early; many mo- 
thers find it difficult to get the children 
ready, and certainly cannot find time to go 
themselves. The paths are not beaten of- 
tentimes, nor the rooms warm. 

Is it in the middle of the afternoon? This 
is better in some cases. But it breaks up 
the Sabbath, and with all the extra walking 
back and forth, through cold and heat, 
leaves little time for reading and reflection, 
for anything but public services. 

We have found just after the morning ser- 
vice best for us. 

1, It makes no longer session than when 
the school is held before service. 

2. If there are families from the country, 
their children can attend. 

8. Many of the congregation will stay in 
the Bible-class, and some become teachers 
who cannot come in the morning. 

4. The children are more likely to attend 
church. 

5. Theofficers and teachers being through, 
say at half-past one, have all the afternoon 
beside to themselves. Awd the Sabbath 
ought to be a day of rest, and not only of 
labor. ONEIDA. 
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Correspondence of The Sunday-School Times, 
NEW YORK, February 15th, 1869, 

Editors Times: Since the excitement in re- 
gard to the “‘Wickedest Man in New York” 
has passed away, and the daily papers have 
had “their say,’’ denouncing the whole thing 
as a farce, let us trace the hand of God in the 
matter, and see whether we have occasion for 
rejoicing or sorrow. As the dog returns to his 
vomit, so John Allen has returned to his old 
vocation, but “his occupation is gone.’’ The 
few faithful laborers of the Lord Jesus who in- 
augurated the movement which commenced 
in his den, finding their labors with him in 
vain, rented a place just below, and established 
a mission, saying, as they left, “Ephraim is 
joined to idols, let him alone.”’ 

It was my privilege, not long since, to step 
into one of the daily prayer-meetings held 
from 12 to1lo’clock. AsI glanced around the 
room I saw 12 or 15 “ Magdalens,’’ some of 
them scarcely recovered from the previous 
night’s debauch. A few “old tars,” attracted 
by the sound of those old hymns which in 
childhood fell so sweetly on their ears, as they 
sat in the village church, had dropped in. The 
brethren were not lacking in numbers or faith. 
The speaker opened the Bible and simply read, 
Jesus wept.” A few remarks, a brief prayer, 
and then commenced such a “melting” time 
as I have seldom seen. As one and another 
led in prayer, it brought forth an audible re- 
sponse from every heart. Those who had never 
wept since childhood’s hour, were now sobbing 
asif their hearts would break, and when the 
invitation was given to rise for prayers, in- 
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stantly every unconverted person rose to their 
feet. At the close of the meeting, as I went 
from one to another, I asked the question, 
“Have you amother?”’ I then tried to lead 
them back to the time when, as a little child, 
they sat on their mother’s knee, and were 
soothed to sleep by her soft lullabies. Now 
how changed! Would they like to be restored 
to the innocence of childhood, and be again re- 
ceived to the embrace of their heart-broken 
parents? Jesus could doall this and more. 
Only one of all I spoke to remained stoical and 
unmoved. These scenes are now of daily oc- 
currence. Every day at 12 o’clock, and every 
evening at 7} o’clock, in this little mission- 
room may be heard the sweet songs of Zion, 
the earnest prayers of the righteous, the low 
wail and sobs of the returning prodigal, where 
but a few weeks since the midnight hour was 
made hideous by the demoniac yells and curses 
that came forth from these dens of iniquity, or 
the shrieks of some poor, deluded victim, 
drugged, plundered, and suddenly sent to that 
bourne from whence no traveller returns. 
Truly we may exclaim, ‘“‘ What hath God 
wrought!’ or, rather, ‘‘What hath he not 
wrought !”’ 

In conclusion I will add that ‘‘ Kit Burns” 
and John Allen both complain that their “‘oc- 
cupation is gone,’ and are anxious to rent their 
dens to the people of God. A number of pro- 
digals have been restored to their parents, and 
interesting letters received from them, grate- 
fully acknowledging the instrumentality of 
these faithful disciples in rescuing them from 
the jaws of death and hell. Will give an ab- 
stract of some of these anon if desired. 

ABINO. 


THE QUESTION BOX. 


(This is your “box,” fellow teacher and worker, 
and you are invited to use it freely, in asking and 
answering any questions that bear upon the Sun- 
day-school work.] 








Questions. 
Of what use are question-books, either for 
teachers or scholars, and how should they be 
used ? ; 





Answers. 

A few weeks since, inquiry was made in 
the Box for the best: style of seats to do 
double duty as Sunday-school forms, and 
for lecture-room and prayer-meeting pur- 
poses. I would not assert that the plan I 
submit is ‘‘ best,’’? but it certainly answers 
the double purpose desired admirably. 

Theseatsare the straight, movable benches 
used in most church lecture-rooms. When 
arranged for lecture-room use, their appear- 
ance is as follows: 


i 5 ae 
| ‘ | 


It will be noticed that every other bench 
is divided into three sections, that fit closely, 
, and, for the general audience purposes, re- 
tain almost the appearance of an unbroken 
bench. Changed into class-forms, however, 
the small section, 1, is a single reversible- 
back seat, for the teacher, while sections 2 
and 3, together with the whole bench, 4, are 
for the scholars. The diagram below exhi- 
bits the teacher’s seat reversed, thus chang- 
ing into class-form : 
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A still further change of the arrangement 
is made by most_of the classes, where the 
class is larger, and the above tete-a-tete ar- 
rangement is not considered best. Sections 
2 and 3, being moyable, are turned at right 
angles with the whole bench, 4, thus making 
three sides of a square, with the teacher so 


seated as readily to command a view of 
the whole class, thus : 
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The teacher’s seat, section 1, is meant to 
be fixed; there is ordinarily no need of 
moving it for the purpose either of Sunday- 
school or prayer-meeting. Its reversible 
back only needs to be turned, after the 
fashion of a railroad seat. It is held to the 
floor firmly by a hook and staple. So also 
with section 2 and 8, which being compara- 
tively light, might be toppled over, or 
shifted, by restless scholars. 

Under the teacher’s seat isa drawer for 
books, with lock and key. So also under 
thesmallersections, thus giving ample room 
for bestowing Bibles, hymn-books, ete. The 
teacher’s seat is provided with arms, and on 
prayer-meeting or lecture occasions, are 
very comfortable, and apt to be occupied 
before the ordinary seats, on this account. 
The arrangement is quite easily changed by 
the sexton for the use required ; or, what is 
better, each teacher, after dismissing his 
class, could in a moment or twoset his form 
back for the lecture-room purposes. 

The ordinary benches used in chapels and 
lecture-rooms can, with comparatively small 
expense, be altered to this arrangement, and 
new enterprises would find it an inexpen- 
sive and admirable plan of seats. B. 


><>? 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 

Call for the National Sunday-School 
Convention.— 








A National Sunday-School Convention was 
held in Philadelphia in 1859,* At that meeting 
a committee was appointed to call another 
Convention, but for various reasons it was 
deemed inexpedient to call it for several years 
afterwards, Meantime the rise of the State 
Sunday-School Conventions into a great and 
growing power has altered the face of the work. 
Several of these have taken action looking to- 
ward the calling of a new National Convention. 
In June, 1868, at the International Convention 
of Young Men’s Christian Associations, at De- 
troit, a meeting of the Sunday-school laborers 
present was called, and it was voted to call an 
International Sunday-School Convention, and 
a committee was appointed for that purpose. 
Though there was the greatest desire express- 





*(The call has it “1858,”’ an error which we would 
not think it necessary to correct if it were not thus 
in danger of becoming historic. The First National 
Convention was held February 22d, 23d, and 24th, 
1859.—Epb. 8. 8. T.] 





ed in almost every quarter for such a meeting, 
the committee were forced, on several accounts, 
to abandon the calling of the Convention on 
the basis proposed, and to recommend the be- 
ginning anew upon a different plan. 

Recognizing therefore the need there is for 
such a Convention for consultation in regard 
to plans of labor, in regard to methods of hold- 
ing Institutes, in regard to convention work 
and organization, in regard to normal instruc- 
tion, in regard to States where State Conven- 
tions are not yet organized, in regard to the 
relations of our work to the Sunday-school 
work in other lands, and realizing the fact that 
such a Convention is not only needed but de- 
manded, the undersigned, on behalf of Sun- 
day-school workers generally, hereby call 
such a Convention, to meet in Newark, New 
Jersey, by invitation of the New Jersey State 
Sunday-School Association and of the citizens 
of Newark, on the 28th of April, 1869. It is in- 
tended that it shall be a Mass Convention, open 
alike to all who come, but every State Conven- 
tion, by its Executive Committee, is invited to 
send a delegation, not to exceed twice the re- 
presentation of the State in both houses of 
Congress. 

These delegates will probably hold a busi- 
ness session of representatives at some time 
during the sitting of the Convention. 

Should the Convention prove exceedingly 
large, the citizens of Newark cannot be held 
responsible for the entertainment of guests be- 
yond the reasonable limits of hospitality. 
Those who attend, therefore, cannot certainly 
count upon entertainment unless they have 
previously notified the local committee through 
Samuel W. Clark, of Newark, and received 
assurance that all the places for entertainment 
are not yet occupied. It is not expected, how- 
ever, that the Convention will be too large for 
entertainment, and it is particularly desired 
that the active promoters of this work in all 
sections of the nation shall exert themselves 
to be present. 

[Signed] 

Gro. H. Stuart, Chairman Com. of 1859, and 

Chairman Business Com. Penn. 8. S. Conven. 
[And many others, whose names we shall pub- 

lish next week.] 





Resolutions on Mr. Pardee’s Death— 


The following are the resolutions prepared 
by the Committee of the Brooklyn Sunday- 
School Union, in accordance with the vote at 
the last monthly meeting of the Association: 


Whereas: Tt has pleased God in his providence to 
remove from us, by death, our dear brother, R. G. 
Pardee, whose presence with us in this monthly 
Concert of Prayer, for so many years has been our 
comfort, our cheer, and the incitement to follow his 
sacrificing example in many Sunday-school labors 
which have tended to widen and deepen the stream 
of religious influence, until throughout the Union, 
and beyond, his zeal has been felt for good,— 


Resolved, That in this we recognize the hand of 
our heavenly Father, who doeth all things well. 

Resolved, That while we mingle our tears with 
those of multitudes, old and young, in mourning 
the loss of one of the most faithful workers in the 
vineyard of our Lord, we yet, in a special manner, 
as members of this Association of Sunday-school 
teachers, lament the loss of one who has so often 
led us forward in the achievement of so many im- 
provements for the more faithful discharge of Chris- 
tian duty in reference to the Sunday-school work in 
this city. 

Resolved, That while we kiss the rod, we yet are 
deeply sensible of how great a loss we have suffered 
in being thus suddenly deprived of his counsels and 
brotherly aid. His uniform kindness, his cheerful 
disposition and his hopeful views, stimulating him- 
seland others in difficulty and darkness, with his 
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voice and with his pen, have attached us to him 
with an affection that makes the anticipation of our 
re-union in heaven the more joyful, 

Resolved, That in our bereavement, we yet rejoice 
that we sorrow not as those without hope, being as- 
sured that our loss is his gain, he having departed 
to be with Christ, which is far better. 

Resolved, That the sincere sympathy and condo- 
lence of this Association, be, and hereby are, tender- 
ed to his family in their bereavement, and that we 
join our prayers with theirs, that He that doth not 
willingly afflict, will cause this sorrow to work in 
us the peaceable fruits of righteousness, and will 
unite us all at last in that heaven where God shall 
wipe all tears from our eyes. 





Harrisburg, Pa.— 


The Fifty-Third Anniversary of the First 
Presbyterian Sabbath-School of Harrisburg, 
J. W. Weir, superintendent, was held on a 
week-day evening recently, and was an exceed- 
ingly fine affair. ‘‘The Song of the Pilgri- 
mage’’ was taken as the basis of the celebra- 
tion, and illustrated with splendid effect by 
the use of a magic lantern. The church was 
handsomely decorated. On the wall, in the 
rear of the pulpit, was a wreath and cross of 
evergreen, and the words “The Pilgrimage,’ 
in old English letters. The platform in front 
of the pulpit was decorated with handsome 
hot-house flowers. A number of young ladies, 
dressed in white, occupied the platform, while 
anumber of the male scholars were ranged at 
the rear of the pulpit. The enthusiastic super- 
intendent writes us: 

“From our experience you may freely tell 
the universal Sunday-school public that Dr. 
Knox’s ‘ Pilgrimage’ is a grand Sunday-school 
denefaction—and ought to be used in thousands 
of our schools, The admiration expressed in 
all quarters to-day is very great—leading men 
from the other schools pronouncing it the 
finest thing of any kind ever got up here,” 





Paterson, N. J.— 


The first Institute of the New Jersey State 
Association was held at Paterson, February 
16th, 17th, and 18th, under the direction of Rev. 
Mason Gallagher, of the Executive Committee. 
A large number of clergymen participated in 
the interesting exercises, including Rev. J. T. 
Duryea, D. D., and Rev. E. Andrews, D. D., of 
Brooklyn ; Hon. P. A. Voorhees, President of 
the New Jersey Association ; S. W. Clark, the 
energetic Secretary. Other workers from 
different parts of the State, were also present, 
and rendered effective aid. The next Institute 
will be held at Trenton, and May is the month 
proposed. 





Germantown, Philadelphia— 


Christ Episcopal church Sunday-school, in 
this suburban district of Philadelphia, is an 
unusually flourishing school, It numbers 
more than 800 scholars, with 80 in the men’s 
Bible-class—a total membership of over 900. 
$850 were contributed to missionary causes and 
21 scholars and two teachers were added to the 
church the past year. The Rev. Mr. Atkins is 
pastor. 





Mission Work in New York City— 


At a recent meeting of some thirty promi- 
nent ministers and laymen of the Methodist 
church in New York city, it was resolved to 
raise half a million dollars, to purchase sites 
for churches and chapels, in destitute localities 
of the city, for the gathering in of the neglected 
and the extension of mission Sunday-school 
work. $100,000 were subscribed at once. The 





money is to be expended mainly under the 
auspices of the Sunday-school and Missionary 
Society of the Methodist church, which, al- 
though only three years in existence, has built 
four commodious chapels, It now proposes, 
by this new movement, to purchase six lots, 
and erect thereon six chapels, at a cost of 
$20,000 each. Church and Sunday-school ac- 
commodations will thus be afforded toa largely 
increased extent in needed sections of the great 
metropolis, 





Williamsport, Pa.— 


Several interesting Sunday-school meetings, 
exciting great interest, have just been held in 
this shire town of Lycoming County. The Se- 
cond Presbyterian Sabbath-school held its an- 
niversary, and all the teachers of the place met 
in an Institute, conducted by Rev. Alfred Tay- 
lor, Secretary of the State Association. 





Cedarville, N. J.— 


A pastor writes us that his church (Presbyte- 
rian) in this town, has been graciously visited 
by the Holy Spirit, and over 30 persons 
brought to Jesus, the great majority of them 
members of the Sabbath-school. Some of the 
scholars are quite young, their ages ranging 
from 10 to 15 years. This pastor then adds an 
earnest argument on the duty of recognizing 
the fact of early conversions, 





Saltsburg, Pa.— 


An Institute was recently held in this place, 
which was peculiarly rich in blackboard and 
Scripture history and geography exercises. 
The “question-box”’ was likewise faithfully 
used. An addross to children was a model of 
its class, and practical methods of conducting 
Sunday-school operations, and of doing the 
teaching, were presented to the edification of 
those present. In one exercise the Institute 
was divided into classes, over each of which a 
teacher was placed, and an actual lesson was 
taught, the teachers afterward reporting their 
methods of instruction. 





Forty Dollars for Jesus.— 


The Sixth Street Mission Sunday-school, of 
St. Louis, Mo., made a New Year’s offering to 
the work of the State Sunday-school mission- 
ary for Missouri, (Rev. G. W. Quin,) and wrote 
him a good letter, stating the means by which 
most of it was raised. The children were of 
the poorest classes, and yet by self-denial, and 
be earnest industry, they had collected the 
amount. The smallest class, of only four boys, 
contributed $3.15. By ‘‘running of errands,” 
“tending baby,’ ‘‘ washing dishes,” “ walking 
instead of riding, in carrying a heavy bundle,” 
“sweeping the yard,” &c., the money was ga- 
thered together, and laid upon the altar “ for 
Jesus.” 





Staunton, Virginia— 


Rev. C. F. F. writes from Staunton, Va., that 
the work of religion is being revived in that 
town. Quite a number of persons have pro- 
fessed faith in Christ, and many more are in- 
quiring the way to be saved. He adds that most 
of the number are young persons belonging 
tothe Sabbath-school. Brother F. isa colporteur 
ofthe American Tract Society, and adds, ‘‘I have 
been actively engaged in visiting from house 
to house, particularly the sick and dying, ex- 
horting, praying, and distributing the printed 
truth to the joy of many souls, and I feel that 





my prospects for heaven and immortal glory 
are brightened by the work.” Another good 
feature of this work is the spread of temper- 
ance. Many of the people are joining tem- 
perance associations, and it is estimated that . 
there has been a decline in the sale of ardent 
spirits in this town of at least two hundred 
dollars’ worth per month. 

The Sabbath-school cause seems to be in a 
prosperous condition in all the churches here, 
and besides those connected with churches 
among the white people, there are three con- 


| ducted exclusively for the people of color, 


numbering nearly three hundred. 
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LESSON No. 10. 
(For Sunday, March 7, 1869.) 
“Jehovah Jireh!”—The Fish and Coin. 


MATTHEW 17: 22-27. 


EXPOSITION. 


Verse 22. The parallels for verses 22 and 23, are 
Mark 9: 30-32, Luke 9: 43-45. The remainder of the 
section is found only in Matthew. While they abode 
—rather, while they were returning into Galilee. 
Mark says that they departed thence and passed 
secretly through Galilee; and Luke connects these 
words immediately with the cure of the Lunatic 
boy. Jesus therefore left the neighborhood of Cesa- 
rea Philippi directly after that event, and began his 
return journey into his own country. There is of 
course no means of certainly knowing what route 
he pursued, whether by the most direct road, the 
great Damascus road [see Osborn’s map], by which 
he probably came to the vicinity of Mount Hermon; 
or by the longer way, around the head waters of the 
Jordan, the Leontes, the base of Lebanon, and in 
the vicinity of Tyre, the road journeyed on the oc- 
casion of the cure of the Syrophenician woman’s 
daughter. The through Galilee favors the latter 
view, as a large portion of Upper Galilee would thus 
have been traversed, while the former route would 
be chiefly through regions outside of Galilee. The 
additional time required by the lenger journey, 
seems also more in harmony with the history of 
this period. Shall be betrayed—This was a new item 
in Christ’s revelation to them of his suffering; it 
implied treachery on the part of some of his friends. 
Into the hands of men—And still it is true; the Son 
of Man in the persons of the saints, of the lowly and 
the poor, is betrayed into the hands of the cruel and 
the oppressor. The “old, old story of Jesus and his 
love,” is thus linked with that other old, old story 
of “ man’s inhumanity to man.” 

23. They shall kill him—The utmost their malice 
could do. Shall be raised—He shall rise; delivered 
out of the power of death, out of the hands of men. 
They were sorry—Mark and Luke add that they un- 
derstood not the saying, and were afraid to ask 
him, The sorrow was on account of his death; 
chiefly a natural and unselfish grief; but doubtless 
also one in which fear and disappointment min- 
gled. The ideas of death and kingly glory, of Christ 
being killed, and yet obtaining the Messianic King- 
dom, made so strange a paradox that they were 
perplexed, They feared to ask—They remembered ~ 
their late experience, when Peter sought to rebuke 
Jesus; and as they could not yet consent, they were 
silent. In Mark’s account this saying of Christ’s 
seems to be introduced as a reason for the secrecy 
of his journey. 

24. Capernaum—The place of our Lord’s residence, 
From Nazareth he had been driven; Capernaum 




















(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk's 
office of the District Court of the United States tor 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.) 
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had ceased to be a refuge to him, but after his wan- 
derings where else should he go? He does not seem 
to have made any public appearance; but abode in 
retirement at the house of Peter, for we know that 
Peter had a house in Capernaum, Mark 1: 21 and 29, 

*and this would doubtless be the place of the Mas- 
ter’s entertainment, and the head-quarters of the 
Twelye. Simon’s wife (the tradition calls her Per- 
petua, and says that she afterward suffered martyr- 
dom), together with the good mother-in-law who 
ministered to Jesus on a former occasion, Matt. 
8: 15, would be quite ready to extend the simple 
hospitality of their home. This supposition ex- 
plains why Peter, as head of the house, should have 
been approached for the tax, and why our Lord 
should have provided only for the payment of His 
own and Peter’s dues. They that received tribute— 
Not the gatherers of the State taxes, but the collec- 
tors of the Temple-dues, [Greek, Ta Didrachma, the 
double drachma]. The didrachmon was equal toa 
half-shekel, or about 30 cents of our money. Every 
Hebrew, in whatever part of the world he lived, was 
required to pay a half-shekel yearly for the support 
of the Temple-service. The origin of the custom 
was the covenant to pay one-third of a shekel for 
this purpose, entered into by Nehemiah and the 
princes and priests of Israel after the Captivity, 
Nehemiah 10: 82; suggested, probably, by the half- 
shekel of atonement-money, collected after the 
completion of the Tabernacle (Exodus 30: 13-16), 
from all males over 20 years of age. This tax was 
paid just before the Passover, and those in arrears 
usually paid to collectors at the eastern gate of the 
Temple, when they went up to the feast. Jesus had 
not been at the Passover this year, and so was wait- 
ed upon at the city of his residence. Came to Peter— 
At his house, probably ; he went out to meet them. 
Your Master—The Master of you (plural) disciples. 
Doth he not pay the Temple-dues#? The question 
seems toconvey a taunt because of Christ’s poverty, 
or irreligion; “This Master of yours,” &c., spoken 
with a sneer, would certainly have deeply mortified 
Peter. Nor is it probable that they forgot to remind 
Peter that he, too, was in arrears. 

25. He saith, Yes.—Surely, such has always been 
his custom; and He still recognizes his connection 
with and obligations to the Temple. What further 
passed we can but conjecture; enough in connection 
with this assent of Peter’s to assure the collectors 
that the dues would be paid. When he was come inio 
the house—with heart filled with mortification at the 
exposure of their common poverty, and with some 
anxiety as to where the money was to come from. 
Jesus prevented—Anticipated; the old sense of the 
word to go before; not to hinder, as now; so also in 
Psalms 59: 10; 88: 13; 1 Thess. 4: 15, Peter was about 
to relate his interview, and to ask counsel as to pay- 
ment, It is not, of course, improbable, that the in- 
terview with the collectors occurred just outside the 
walls, and was overheard by Jesus; but this antici- 
pation of Peter’s thoughts is, more likely, an evi- 
dence of Christ’s foreknowledge, and was itself a 
proof of his Divine nature. It would surely awaken 
in Peter’s mind, just then filled with shame, because 
of his Master’s mean estate, somewhat of the same 
emotion which led Nathanael to cry out, Whence 
knowest Thou me?—John 1; 48, Kings of the earth-~ 
In contrast with the King of Heaven. Custom— 
The tax on all exports and imports, levied on 
goods not only at harbors, but at the gates of all 
cities, Tribute—The poll-tax paid by every Jew, 
and therefore held to be a badge of their dishonor. 
It was of this poll-tax that the Pharisees and 
Herodians raised the question: Js i lawful te give # 
—Matt, 22:17. They did not dispute the lawfulness 
of the custom, although they were often plundered 
by its unjustneas, Strangere—Of their own chil- 
dren, or of the children of other pecple?”’ Not 
strangers in the current sense, but only as separate 
from the royal family; subjects, Peter said—It was 
aimirable to have him thus overturn his own ac- 
knowledgment to the collectors, Then are the chil- 
dren free—This conclusion must have derived its 
force from some previous discourse in which the 
Kingly character of Jehovah, and the royal dignity 
of Jesus as His Son, must have been brought out, 
and also the relation of the Apostles as joint-heirs 
with Him, This also seems evident from the dis- 
cussion which follows as to chief places in the king- 
dom.—Matt, 18: 1. The inference is this: “‘ By parity 
of reasoning, I, the Son of the Lord of the Temple, 
am exempt from the Temple-taxes.” It is a forcible 
assertion of his dignity as the Messiah, The thought 





does not stop here; ‘for the sequel plainly includes 
Peter also among the exempts, and implies the 
apostles’ position as royal children. The whole is 
surely a comment upon Psalm 2: 6-12, where the 
Messiah is declared to be King upon the holy hill 
of Zion, by virtue of his Sonship; where the earth 
and the nations are given to Him for possession and 
inheritance, and kings and judges are called upon 
to serve Him. The assertion of this doctrine in 
connection with Christ's humiliation, is in accord- 
ance with the methods of instruction which parti- 
cularly mark this period. Its influence upon Peter's 
impressible mind, must have been very great, and 
was greatly intensified by the miracle which fol- 
lowed. 

27. Offend—Lest we should prove a skandalon, a 
snare, Jo them—Collectors and “outsiders” gene- 
rally; the people. For they would not have under- 
stood the grounds of a refusal, but would have 
deemed it impiety in Christ, or would themselves 
have wrongly asserted exemption. Jesus was not 
against the Temple, but over it; he did not oppose 
it, but simply nullified its typical-service by fulfill- 
ing it. The Sea—of Galilee, Peter being a fisherman, 
his house was near the beach. A hook—Angling was 
common, although the disciples usually fished with 
the net. A piece of money—Literally, a Stater ; this 
was the Greek imperial tetra-drachm, a coin which 
with the Roman denarius, one-fourth its value, 
composed the entire silver currency of Palestine at 
this period, The tetra-drachm, or 4drachm piece, 
was twice the value of the didrachm, and therefore 
about 60 cents of ourmoney. The didrachms were 
not at that time in circulation; and it is a confirma- 
tion of the accuracy and truthfulness of the sacred 
narrative, that the coin found should be a current 
coin, just such asa fish would be likely to pick up. 
The swallowing of coins, jewels, &c., &c., by fish, is 
not a remarkable occurrence. But the incident is 
certainly more than an exercise of Christ’s omni- 
science, by which he foresaw the approach of a fish 
which had swallowed a stater., Either in the uncon- 
scious direction of Peter’s steps to the proper spot at 
which tocast his line; or, more probably, in such 
control over the fish as led it to the spot, the Lord’s 
power was shown, The object of the miracle was 
not only to supply a present need; but to vindicate, 
by the manner of supply, his claims as Lord of all, 
both upon earth and in thesea, And, inseparable 
from this, would be the same lesson taught by the 
miracles of the loaves, which the disciples were so 
slow to learn, and which it was now so important 
for them to know: “The Lord will provide.” .... 
For Me and thee—It has been conjectured (Bengel) 
that the other disciples were not yet twenty, and 
therefore not liable to the Temple-tax. If this were 
so, it would be a most interesting feature of the Col- 
lege of the Apostles, which would have a manifest 
bearing upon the Sunday-school work, especially 
in the Bible-class department. But the evidence 
upon this point is yet hardly sufficient to justify 
even a conjecture. (See under verse 24.) 


ANALYSIS. 
JI. THE WAYSIDE TALK. 

Facts,—Christ with the Twelve passes secretly 
through Upper Galilee; He anrounces his Betrayal, 
and again his Death and Resurrection. The Disci- 
ples are sorry, but fail to understand and fear to 
ask. 

Thoughts,—Behold the Son of Man, astranger in 
his own land, passing through the scene of his be- 
nevolent labors and mighty works as an unhonored 
fugitive! Let the sufferer and exile for Christ’s 
sake; let the victim of ungrateful beneficiaries re- 
member this, and seek the Master’s sympathy. ... 
Jesus betrayed! By whom? “IsitI?”..... Still 
the glory and the shame go hand in hand,,..... 
He whose coming was now concealed, and who hid 
himself from the eyes of men, shall come in clouds 
one day, and his enemies shal] hide themselves in 
dens and mountain recesses, and call upon the 
rocks to fall on them and hide them from the wrath 
of the Lamb, Rev. 6: 15,16... .. Never judge a cause 
by the unpopularity of its advocates, ..... Ihave 
heard that “Jesus died;” am Isorry? Lord, teach 
me godly sorrow for the sins. that wrought my Sa- 
viour’s death, and gird me with strength to rise 
against them and subdue them! ,......, Ihave 
heard that Jesus “rose again ;” am I glad? Oh, Thou, 
the Resurrection and the Life, give me a part in the 
first resurrection!....... How dull is the spiri- 
tual understanding! Surely only the Holy Spirit 





— 


can lead into truth........ Are you discouraged 
that your scholars are dull, and do not understand 
your preachings of the Cross? Remember the Di- 
vine Teacher and his dull disciples, and go on with 
hope, giving “line upon line, precept upon precept,” 
By-and-by it shall be Pentecost!........ How 
many lie in doubt and ignorance and unbelief, be- 
cause they are afraid or unwilling to ask Jesus, 
“ Ask, and ye shall receive,” 


II. PETER AND THE TAX-GATHERERS. 


Facts.—They reach Capernaum ; the collectors of 
Temple-dues seek payment of Peter for Jesus; Pe- 
ter acknowledges the debt, and enters his house to 
tell the Master. 

Thoughts.—How sweet to have Jesus dwelling m 
our homes!....... Would you be thus honored? 
Read Matt. 25: 35-40........... “Home, sweet 
Home!” how bright it seems aftera journey; but 
let us sometimes, as we sing the dear melody, re- 
member Him who, that we might gain the Hea- 
venly Home, was Himself homeless here.—Matt, 
8: 20........ Dear Jesus, by his free submission 
to poverty, takes away from honest poverty its re- 
proach; let us, then, who are poor, bear our lot with 
cheerful dignity. 


«+e “Is there for honest poverty 
That hangs his head and a’ that? 
The rank is but the guinea’s stamp, 
The man’s the gowd for a’ that.” 


«+... “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich.”—2 Cor. 8:9. ..... Peter had no money in 
his purse, but he had Jesus in his house.—James 
2: 5. Behold a pauper entertaining the Prince 
of peace! ...... Peter said “ Yes!’ first, and went 
to consult Christ afterward ; therefore he blundered. 
In matters pertaining to Jesus and his faith, let us 
first seek counsel of Him who giveth wisdom, and 
then decide. ....... Beware that an unguarded 
“Yes,” do not compromise the honor of our King. 
How many like St. Peter, aye, and in the 
very name of Peter, would make JESUS subject to 
the temple. Let Romanists and Ritualists take note! 


III. Curist LORD OF THE TEMPLE. 


Facts.—Jesus anticipates Peter’s statements, and 
proves by analogy his freedom from Temple-dues, 
on the ground of his Divine Sonship. 

Thoughts.—“Thou, God, seest me,” yea, “Thou 
understandest my thought afar off.’ Help me to 
pray as David, Psalm 139: 23, 24...,... “Christ as 
a Son over his own house,.”—Hebrews 3: 6. See 
Exposition........ Wonderful grace, we through 
Christ become children of the King of kings!.... 
Though delivered from the burden of the Law, we 
are still subject to the yoke of Christ.—Matt. 11: 29, 
30; and only “if the Son shall make us free, shall 
we be free indeed,’’—John 8: 35, 36. 


eeeeees 


IV. THE MIRACULOUS PROVISION. 


Facts.—Jesus, to avoid offence, bids Peter go to the 
lake, cast a hook, take up the first fish, and find suf- 
ficient money for the dues. 

Thoughts.—It is better to waive a privilege and 
work a good, than to needlessly assert our dignyity 
and do evil......... Let this concern of Christ’s 
as to causing to offend illustrate Romans 14: 21, for 
the guidance of wine-bibbers, ...... Is it strange 
that He who could read Peter’s heart, should see 
what was in the mouth ofa fish? “His eye seeth 
every precious thing.”’—Job 28: 10......... The 
bodies of the ship-wreeked that lie in the sepulchre 
of the deep, are not beyond the vision of Jesus; 
therefore the sea too shall give up its dead. ...... 
The fowls of the air, and the fish of the sea, will 
come at Christ’s bidding to feed his own. ......- 
There was just enough for the present necessity, 
neither more nor less; and so to all, the Master pro- 
mises “daily bread.” Read the prayer of Agur, 
Proverbs. 30; 8,9 ....... Is not all our substance 
the Lord’s gift, to be spent first for Christ, second for 
ourselves? 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Qld Testament Lesson, 1 Kings 17, Elijah fed by 
ravens, e, g., of Providence; Hagar and Ishmael, 
Genesis 21: 12-21; Abraham and Isaac, Genesis 22, 
Of foresight, Nathanael under the fig tree, John 1. 

Golden Text—“ That take and give them for ME 
and thee,” 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Picture of R. G. Pardee.—Our readers 
have already been apprised of the decease of 
this eminent laborer in the Sabbath-school 
vineyard, whose name in Christian homes 
has become a household word. During the 
past year, while he was in the enjoyment of 
excellent health, Mr. PARDEE favored us 
with a sitting for his photograph, with one 
of the very best artists of Philadelphia. We 
presume that many would like to have this 
admirable likeness, and therefore offer to 
mail it to any person who will send us one 
new subscriber to The Sunday-School Times. 

Music-Books.—We have twenty-five dif- 
ferent varieties of music-books intended for 
Sunday-schools, and invite examination 
from all who are interested tn this impor- 
tant department of the work. Samples will 
be sent if requested, subject to return if not 
approved, the postage or express charges to 
be paid by the party to whom the samples 
are submitted. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


“BETTER THAN RUBIES.’’* 


BY EMMA F. R. CAMPBELL. 








CHAPTER III. 
WORLDLY ATTRACTIONS. 


ABEL slept off most of her thoughtful- 

ness, and came down stairs the next day 

in her usual gleeful mood, to have an early 

morning frolic with her father. They worked 

and played in the garden, until the bell rang 

for breakfast, to which they both sat down with 
keen appetites and glowing faces. 

“Mabel, dear,’ said her mother, “you 
should not play out of doors so much, you are 
apoiling your complexion.” 

“Is papa spoiling his too?’? Mabel asked, 
laughing. 

“Oh, he isa man! and it makes little matter 
for him; but I do not want to carry back to the 
city a coarse, red-faced country girl, as my 
only daughter.’’ 

“Pshaw! what nonsense,’ said Mr. Leslie. 
“T’d like to see my little daughter as rosy as 
the healthiest rustic in Cloverhill. What is 
complexion compared to health!’’ 

“Complexion is much every way to a young 
lady, I can tell you,” replied Mrs. Leslie, and 
turning to Mabel she continued, “‘I am going 
to the city to-day to do some shopping and 
make a call or two. Do you wish to go with 
me, Mabel ?’’ 

“Splendid! I guess I do! and you know I 
want my new dress for the soiree.” 

“That is one of my errands,’ said her mo- 
ther. 

“ And I must have some glovesand ribbons, 
and a new sash, and, mamma, my fan is rather 
shabby, don’t you think so?” 

“Well, well,” interrupted her fafher, “I 
really did not know my daughter’s wardrobe 
was so nearly exhausted. Poor child, ‘great is 
thy necessity ;’ let me have the pleasure of re- 
lieving it somewhat,” and taking out his 
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pocket-book, he playfully slipped a fifty-dollar 
bill under the edge of her plate. 

“Oh, papa,’’ said Willie, “please pay me 
that dollar you owe me for eggs. I want to 
use it to-day.”’ 

“One dollar? Is that the amount of your 
bill against me, ‘Mr. Farmer?’’’ asked Mr. 
Leslie; ‘‘ here it is, then. But what use can 
you have for dollars in the country? Are you 
going to make another investment in live 
stock ?”” 

“No, sir, but I have a particular use for it. I 
can’t tell you about it now.’’ 

““T bet I know,” said Harry; “he is going to 
give it to some blind beggar or other he has 
met on the street.”’ 

“T haven’t seen any blind beggar,” said 
Willie; “if I had, I should have been happy 
to give it to him, only I want to do something 
else with it.” 

“Well, my boy,” said his father, “I like to 
see you generous, but take care that you are 
not deceived by some pitiful story not ‘founded 
on fact.’ Your hens will hardly be able to sup- 
port every beggar that comes along.” 

““Oh, papa,” exclaimed Willie, a degree of 
indignation in his tone, “‘ he isn’t a beggar.”’ 

‘“TIsn’t he?” repeated the father, laughing ; 
“well, help him all you can then, and give him 
my regards.’”’ Then turning to his eldest son, 
Mr. Leslie continued in a somewhat sterner 
manner,— 

““Harry, you must attend to getting the 
‘buggy mended to-day, and remember I forbid 
your driving ‘ Fleeta’”’ any more at present. 
You had a narrow escape yesterday. Let it 
teach you to be more careful in future. ‘Brow- 
nie’ is a safe horse for you.”’ 

“ Brownie ! I wouldn’t drive him,’’ exclaim- 
ed the impetuous boy; “‘ he is too slow ateam 
for me; just fit for a girl! Why, father, it 
wasn’t my fault that ‘Fleeta’ ran away. Sam 
Bartlett was driving, and he don’t know any 
thing about horses. I soon checked her when 
I took the reins. I am not afraid of any horse.” 

“No, you never will be afraid until you 
break your neck, and then it will be too late 
to profit by the experience. Take my advice, 
my son, and be content to drive a little more 
moderately through the world.” 

While this conversation was going on be- 
tween Mr. Leslie and the boys, Mabel and her 
mother were busy planning and consulting 
about their shopping expedition. Having ar- 
ranged it to their satisfaction, they left the 
breakfast room, and Mabel, after dancing off 
her excess of pleasure in the hall awhile, ran 
up stairs to get ready for the trip. 

As she stood before the mirror, admiring the 
pretty, animated face which met her gaze, and 
trying the effect of various colors and styles of 
dress upon the graceful form portrayed there, 
her eye fell upon her Testament, which re- 
called the impressions of the past day, and for 
a moment clouded her anticipations. 

“J did mean to read a chapter every day,” 
she said to herself, ‘‘ but I forgot it-this morn- 
ing, and I have no time now. I’ll read one 
this evening,” and dismissing the unwelcome 
thought, she hastened to complete her toilet, 
and was just ready when her mother called her. 

The carriage was waiting at the door, and a 
delightful ride they had over the smooth roads 
of the country, then rattling on over the stony 
pavements awhile, they paused at the centre of 
trade and attraction for ladies of fashion, and 

alighted to feast their eyes and satisfy their 
hearts at the expense of their pockets. 

They were examining the various sorts of 
thin material suitable for the season and the 





special occasion they had in view, which was 
no less than the closing entertainment of Prof. 
Archet’s Dancing Academy, when Mabel was 
startled by a sudden tap on the shoulder and 
the affectionate salutation, 

““Why, May Leslie! you dear little darling! 
Iam so glad to meet you! I’ve been most 
dying to see you ever since you left the city! 
Why do you coop yourself up so closely in the 
country ?”’ 

It was Angelina Belmont, one of Mabel’s 
city friends, a gay, frivolous miss, a year older 
than Mabel. Mabel was glad to meet her, 
though she was not a particular favorite, and 
she returned the salutation warmly, if not 
quite so vehemently as it was given. 

“What are you looking at, May?” asked 
Angelina. 

‘‘Organdies and grenadines, something for 
the soiree !’’ 

“Ah, yes,’ said her friend. “I have my 
dress all ready—crimson silk with illusion, a 
perfect love of athing, and so becoming! You 
ought to see it.’ 

“T should like to, very much,” returned 
Mabel. 

“ Angie, dear,’’ said Mrs. Leslie, “‘ give us the 
benefit of your taste in this selection, please. 
Which will be most becoming to our May, this 
blue or mauve grenadine?” 

“Oh, blue, by all means,’’ was the ready 
reply. ‘May is such a beauty of a blonde, 
you know, that suits her charmingly,” and 
Angie held up some of the material close to 
Mabel’s cheek. 

“T don’t know about that,’’ said Mrs. Leslie. 
“May is getting to be such a romping country 
girl she can hardly be called a blonde now.”’ 

“But she is beautiful yet, and blue’s her 
color,’ said Angie. ‘Oh, May, darling, I wish 
you were going with us to Saratoga, we should 
have such fine times together.”’ 

“When will you go?” asked Mabel. 

‘In about two weeks, if we can get ready. I 
must have some new dresses, and Madame La 
Mode isso hurried. I-don’t really need them, 
but mine are not quite in style. Come and see 
this plaid silk mother is looking at.”’ 

Mrs. Leslie had just decided on the blue gre- 
nadine, and leaving the clerk to measure and 
cut off the required quantity, they passed on 
to speak to Mrs. Belmont and express their 
admiration of the elegant silk she was examin- 
ing. They had many things to talk about with 
their old neighbors, and between commenting 
on the goods before them, and chatting upon 
the usual topics in fashionable circles, the clerk 
had to draw largely upon his stock of patience 
to keep good natured until they came to a de- 
cision. He was heartily glad when Mrs. Leslie 
and Mabel bade the others good-bye and re- 
paired to another department of the store. 

They soon finished their purchases here, and 
after dropping in at two or three other stores 
for laces and trimmings, drove to Madame La 
Mode’s to engage the making up of Mabel’s 
dresses. Here they met other city acquaint- 
ances, and passed an hour or more looking 
over fashion-plates and discussing the various 
styles of dress. 

When at last their business was finished, © 
they found it was too late for the calls they in- 
tended to make, and though John was famous 
for rapid driving, dinner and Mr. Leslie had 
been waiting some time when the weary shop- 
pers arrived at home. 

After dinner, though Mabel was tired and 
warm, she could not rest until she had dis- 
played to her father the contents of the innu- 
merable bundles they had brought from the 
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city. Mr. Leslie loved to see his daughter 
happy, and so he gratified her by expressing 
his admiration of her purchases, using her own 
strong adjectives, with amusing gestures, 

“Beautiful!” “elegant! “superb!” “‘charm- 
‘ing!’ he exclaimed as each package was un- 
rolled, though ‘to him the costly collection was 
little more than ‘a miniature shop-window, or 
a mass of.airy nothings. 

Willie stood by with a puzzled expression on 
his face, cutting the strings around the parcels, 
and ‘when the last one was opened, and the 
whole stock was spread out before him, he ex- 
claimed, 

“Goody! sister, what are you going to do 
with all these things?” 

*“What-a question !’’ said Mabel indignantly ; 
“just like a boy. What would you expect to 
&o with a new suit of clothes if you had them ?” 

“TI guess I’d give them to Jerry McKay. I 
don’t know,” said Willie, musingly. 

““Who is Jerry McKay ?” asked his father. 

“* A little lame boy I know; he is about as big 
as I am, and so poor.”’ 

“Where did you get acquainted with him ?” 

“He goes to our Sunday-school.”’ 

“ How can he goif he is lame?” asked Mabel: 

‘““Why, on crutches, to be sure,” replied 
Willie. 

“Ah, yes, I remember, I have seen him 
there, a miserable, dirty looking little fellow.” 

“Oh, sister, he isn’t dirty; he has a real 
nice mother, and she keeps him as clean as can 
be, but she can’t afford to buy him new 
clothes.”’ 

“So you know his mother, too, eh?’ said 
Mr. Leslie. 

“Yes, sir, I was at his house this morning 
and saw her.” 

“But, my boy, what errand had you there? 
You shouldn’t go into such places, you might 
take some disease.”’ 

‘* Oh, papa,’’ there’s nobody sick there; it’s 
only a little way off. Don’t you know that 
little red house over the hill, with a potato 
patch at the side and a big chestnut tree in 
front?’ 

“No, I don’t think I ever noticed it, but you 
haven’t told me what you went there for.” 

Willie hesitated and Mabel said, 

‘“T shouldn’t wonder if he took his dollar to 
the boy; didn’t you, Will?” 

“ Not exactly,” said Willie. 

*¢ What then ?” asked his father, 

‘* Well, papa,’’ replied Willie, finding he was 
too closely pressed to escape, “I’d tell you, 
only the Bible says we should not let our left 
hand know what our right hand does.”’ 

“Ha! ha!” laughed his father, ‘‘ whata little 
parson youare! Who taught you that? And 
am I your lefthand? Really, Willie, I’m more 
curious than ever. I’ll promise to keep the 
secret if you will tell me.” . 

“Tt’s no secret, papa,’”’ said Willie. ‘I only 
took Jerry one of my hens, so he could have a 
fresh egg every day,—because you know he 
isn’t well, and hasn’t anything very nice to eat, 
and then I bought him a new Sunday hat with 
my dollar.” 

“Well done, my boy, you are a generous 
little fellow ! here’s another dollar for you!” 


“T don’t wantit, papa, unless you wish to 
buy some more eggs. Mr. Clayton says we 
ought to earn our missionary money. But I 
will give it to Jerry as a present from you, if 
you say so.” 

“Do as you please with it, Willie; I am glad 
to see you have the right idea of earning your 
own spending money. I think you will make 
a capital business man one of these days,’’ and 











the father drew his little boy close to him, and 
kissed his forehead fondly. 

** Papa,’”’ whispered Willie, ‘you said ‘ Well 
done.’ That’s just what Jesus will say to those 
who have worked for him and helped poor 
people. Jerry read about it in the Bible. 
Jerry is a real good boy. I wish I was as good. 
I went somewhere else this morning, papa.” 

“Where else did my little boy go?” 

“‘ To call on the minister,” and Willie looked 
earnestly into his father’s face to see how he 
would receive the confession. 

“Why, my son, what do you mean?” Mr, 
Leslie asked in surprise. 

‘* Well, papa, he invited me to come, and he 
is so pleasant. He showed me ever so many 
queer things—curiosities, you know, and some 
pretty pictures in his study, and talked to me 
so kindly. I love him dearly!’ 


“‘He must have had very little to do, I think, 
to spend so much time with a foolish little boy 
like you.” 

“Well, he didn’t seem to be too busy; he 
told me to come again; and papa,’’ Willie con- 
tinued in an earnest tone, “I’m going to bea 
Christian boy and work for Jesus with Mr. 
Clayton.” 

“What an odd, old-fashioned youngster you 
are getting to be, Willie. I must look after this 
visiting a little,’’ and lighting acigar, Mr. Les- 
lie took up the evening paper and went out on 
the piazza. 

When Mabel retired to her room that night, 
her neglected Testament again met her eye; 
and silently reminded her of the promise of 
the morning; but she was too tired and sleepy 
to read a word, besides her mind was full of 
dancing visions of ribbons and rushes, flounces 
and frills; soshe again excused herself and 
tried to forget that she had asoul to save, or 
anything better to live for than to deck herself 
in gay apparel and sip the sweets of worldly 
pleasure, as the butterfly, whose life is but for 
a day, feeds on the honey of the flower. 
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BOOKS. 


LIGHT AND TRUTH; or, Bible Thoughts and 
Themes: The Gospels. By Horatius Bonar, D. D. 
New York : Robert Carter & Brothers. A companion 
volume to that on the Old Testament, published a 
few months since. It consists of some eighty-odd 
chapters, very brief and sententious, and full of the 
marrow of gospel truth. The themes are the promi- 
nent teachings of Christ and their bearings upon 
the heart and life. They are in reality the kernels 
of sermons, weighty with the richest thoughts of 
the author, and very suggestive to preachers and 
teachers of the Word. The binding, paper and 
press-work are superior, and make thetwo volumes 
ahandsome as well as valuable pair for the Chris- 
tian’s library. 

Wuat I Know ABouT BEN EccLEsS. By Abra- 
ham Page. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Oo. 
This is.a story of Southern life, racy of the soil. The 
reader who takes it up, however, with the expecta- 
tion of finding something exciting in plot or inci- 
dent, will be disappointed. The story, what there 
is of it, is merely a peg on which tohang the au- 
thor’s ideas about men and things generally. War 
and politics, however, are “entirely ignored, A 
sound religious sentiment pervades the book. The 
modes of life described are thoroughly southern. 
It is impossible to describe the book. The only 
way to get any idea of it is to read it, and it will 
well repay the trouble to do so. 


Cast Up BY THE SEA. By Sir Samuel W. Baker, 
M. A., F.R.G.S., Author of “The Albert N’Yanza 
Great Basin of the Nile,” &c. New York: Harper & 
Brothers. An exciting story of adventure by land 
and sea, with a great plenty of material to attract 
most boy-natures, but too full of bloody and mur- 
derous scenes to exercise any wholesome influence 
on young minds. Our boys will not be bettered by 


















the reading of it. The celebrated author, it seems 
to us, could have made an equally absorbing. book 
for youth out of the marvellous facts gleaned in his 
travels, without inweaving these facts with so much 
of weird mystery and wild improbability of plot 
and plan, 

UNCLE GEORGE’s STORIES. Four volumes, in a 
box. By Rev. Increase N. Tarbox. Boston: 
Congregational Sabbath-School Society. The first two 
volumes, entitled “Rambles in Old Pathways,” are 
very interesting and instructive stories from Scrip. 
ture history, well suited to the comprehension ot 
children; the remaining two volumes are miscella- 
neous stories, several of them recollections of New 
England scenes of half-a-century ago, entertaining 
without exciting, and admirable as showing how 
truth and history can be made attractive to the 
young mind. The author exhibits in these volumes 
a@ rare gift for writing to children. 

MANUAL OF LATIN GRAMMAR. By Wm. F. Allen, 
Boston: Edwin Gin. This little book is certainly 
destined to make a sensation. Here is a scholar of 
first class abilities, who has dared to publish a Latin 
grammar which contains about the tenth part as 
much matter as the latest editions of Andrews & 
Stoddard. We give him our hearty thanks, 

SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH. By Rev. 8S. W. 
Crittenden. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Publication 
Committee. A manual originally given as discourses 
by the author to his own congregation, and ably 
treating of the history, design, mode of administer- 
ing, efficacy, &c., of the Christian sacraments, Bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper. 

FANNY LIGHTMAN’S CHOICE. By Mrs. Martha 
E. Berry. New York: American Tract Society. A 
temperance story, “in conformity with facts’ ob- 
served by the author, and showing the fearful 
power with which intemperance holds its victims, 
It teaches the young to be pitiful and kind, and not 
to make sport of the poor inebriate. A good book 
for the Sunday-school. 

KNOX’s GRADUATED TEXT-Booxs. By Charles 
E. Knox. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph. This 
series of five manuals is a graduated course of Scrip- 
ture study, suited tothe capacity of five different 
classes of pupils, The subject of study and its treat- 
mentare to agree with the different grades of ad- 
vancement of the scholar in Scripture knowledge. 
The series is well worked out, ingenious, scholarly, 
and based on the true principles of mental philoso- 
phy. Superintendents and teachers of Sabbath- 
schools will do well thoroughly to examine the 
plan. Mr. Knox has also prepared a suggestive table 
for the use of superintendents, in which he indi- 
cates how the same Bible-lesson for the whole 
schoul may be adapted to five different grades of 
classes. 

NEw JERSEY STATE SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVEN- 
TION. The Report of the proceedings of the Eleventh 
Annual Convention of the New Jersey Sunday- 
School Association, has just been published by 
Samuel W. Clark, State Secretary, Newark. It isa 
large and handsome octavo pamphlet of 148 pages, 
full of Sunday-school matter of more than local in- 
terest and value. An edition of 5,000 copies was 
printed, 

THE LADY’S FRIEND. March. Philadelphia’ 
Deacon & Peterson. $2.50 a year. 


sa EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to fille The Sunday-School Times shoulé 
get one of the new, neat and bstantial Pater 














Price $1; 





Binders, It willlast from year to year. 
by mail, $1.20. 
HINTS 
ABOUT THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK. 


By Rev. Alfred Taylor, 
Secretary of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath-School 
Association. 


An 18mo pamphlet of 86 pages containing practi- 
cal Hints for unday-school Workers. A imited 
number of copies will be distributed gratuitously. 
Any superintendent who will furnish the Pu 
lishersof The Times with his post-office address and 
the name of the school with which he is connected, 
and enclose 6 cents in postage stamps, to cover ex- 
pense of mailing, can have 12 copies of the pam- 

hlet to distribute among his teachers until the 
imit of supply is reached, 
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M. W. DODD Publishes 


Three Indispensable Helps for Sunday-School Teachers. 
i. 


THE GOSPEL TREASURY AND TREASURY 
HARMONY OF THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. 


Having the text in parallel columns, with Scrip- 
ture Illustrations, Practical Reflections, and Ad- 
denda, geographical, a hical, topographical, 
historical and critical, illustrating manners, cus- 
toms, opinions, and localities of the Sacred Nar- 

rative, with analytical and historical tabies and a 

very copious index, and a chart with every event 

numbered and localized. 1 vol. 12mo. Over 900 

pages. Cloth extra, red edges, $3.50. Quarto edi- 

jon, large type, cloth extra, $11. 

Amyining like an adequate idea of the immense 
amdunt of information upon the New Testament, 
incorporated within the compass of this handsome 
volume, it is difficult toconvey. Within its portable 
compass we find matter compressed sufficient to 
fill ten ordinary octavos.—S. S. Teacher’s Mi i 


Also highly recommended asa nelp. to Sunday- 





school teachers by Rev. Drs. Tyng, Alfred Taylor 
and Messrs. Ralph Wells, Pardee, Sunday-School 
Times and many others. 

II. 


STMMON’S SCRIPTURE MANUAL. 
Alphabetically and Systematically Arranged. A 
Hand-Book of Proof-Texts. 12mo., Cloth, $1.75. 
It is far more copious and reliable than any work 

ind. A better help to the study of the Bible 
is not accessible.—Congregationalist. 

It is incomparably superior to any work of the 
-kind with which I am acquainted.—Rev. Albert 
Barnes. 

III. 


CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE, 

A Dictionary and Alphabetical Index to the Bible. 

The Unabridged Ed Royal 8vo, sheep, $5; 

cloth, $4. 

Cruden’s Concordance, in its unabridged and com- 
plete state, is invaluable to the biblical student, and 
the ee ee which have been made of it fur- 
nish no idea of the thoroughness and fullness of the 
original work.—Rev. Thos. De dD. Dz. 
Cruden’s Concordance, in its original state, I con- 
sider above al! price to the student of the Scriptures. 
—Rev. Fra ayland, LL.D. 

N. B.—Send for our full descriptive Catalogue. 

4a- SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES supplied 
with carefully selected books. Our stock is full and 
varied, embracing, with our own publications, those 
of the various Societies and Publishers, aud every 
effort will be made to insure a superior selection. 
List of new books and every informaticn cheerfully 
furnished, 


M. W. DODD, 
506 Broadway, New York. 


NEW AND VERY BEAUTIFUL 
Scripture Wottoes, 


PAINTED ON GLASS. 





The most attractive and durable form of motto- 
card for the walls of the school-room ever yet manu- 
factured. We believe them to be unsurpassed, be- 
cause they will not soil with exposure or age, being 
painted in gilt and oil colors, directly on the glass. 
Each card is substantially framed in black walnut, 
with a gilt bead border. 


Sizes and Prices. 


STAND UP FOR JESUS, 12by 15 inches, $3.00 
HAVE FAITH IN GOD. 7 5 8.00 
TRUST IN THE LORD. * * 8.00 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 7 by 16 inches 1.75 
OBEY YOUR PARENTS. “ “ 1.75 
GOD IS LOVE. i % 1.75 


These goods can be sent safely by express, but not 
by mail, 


J. C. GARRIGUES & C0., 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





OUTLINE MAPS, 


On a very large scale, 
FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 


NEW BOOKS 


ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


TWENTY JUVENILE PICTURE BOOKS. 


With coPored covers. Beautifully Illustrated. Put 
up in Packages of Ten each, in awrapper. Price 

50 per set; 25 cents singly. They will be sure 
to please the Children, 





GOLDEN HILLS; 
A Tale of the Irish Famine. 


16mo. With Twelve ana Bevelled Cloth. 
ce $1, 





ROS A. 
By MADAME E. DE PRESSENSE. 


Translated from the French for the Board, 16mo, 
866 pages. Four Illustrations, Priee $1. 


JUVENILES. 

ALL ILLUSTRATED. 
“ Trasule,’ - - - = = 
‘* Footsteps in the Light,” ee. 
“ Cousin Amy,” - - - - 
“Tell the Truth,” - - = 
‘“* Edith’s Two Account Books,” = 
‘¢ The Prisoners,” - - - 
“* Margaret Lawrence,” - 
‘“* Little Street-Sweeper,” - - 
‘* Marble Clarke,” tee 
“ Brave Heart,’ - -£- © = 


BOOKS IN BOXES. 
STORIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 


Ten Books in Box, $3. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $2. 


THE UNCLE ALICK SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $8. 


GRANDMA’S POCKET SERIES. 


Seven Books in Box, $2.25, 


BEAUTIFUL CERTIFICATE 


FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


This Certificate consists of a picture of the Saviour 
blessing little children, printed in six be gy colors, 
and surrounded by a neat tinted gothic border. 
Beneath the picture is a form to be filled up and 
aac by the Superintendent. The size is ll by 14 

nches. 





60 cés. 
50 cts. 
60 cés. 
- 60 cés. 
60 cts. 
75 cts. 
60 cts. 
45 cts. 
60 cts. 
60 cfs. 





PRICE 25 CENTS, 
in large or small quantities, 
Specimen by mail on receipt of price. 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA, 





For Sunday-School Teachers. 


TEACHER'S POCKET ATLAS or BIBLE LANDS. 
12 Colored Maps. 75 cents. 


TEACHER’S POCKET DICTIONARY or BIBLE 
NAMES, 2 cents. 


TEACHER'S MQUEy oe MODEL TEACHER. 
cen 


Every Teacher should have them, 


JESUS THE WAY. By E. P. Hammond. 50 cents. 
Every Sabbath-School Scholar should read it. 


aarSent by mail on receipt of price. 
Address 8. S. TFACHERS’ AGENCY, 





Manufactured by A. 0. VAN LENNEP, 
a 8. S. Teachers’ Agency, 
Box 3976, 54 Cedar Street, New York. 


54 Cedar Street, New York. 


Bibles for Presents. 


Price, $6 Per Dozen. 





A very neat edition of the Bible, bound in black 
leather, with embossed sides and gilt edges; making 
one of the prettiest styles to present to scholars that 
has ever been published. The print is remarkably 
clear and distinct for so small a book. 

43> Sample by mail for 62 cents. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO0., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 





READ THIS LETTEBR!! 
BRADBURY’S 


FRESH LAURELS! 
The Favorite Sunday-School Music Book. 


HARTFORD, January 16th, 1869. 

“T want to express my thanks to you for compi- 
ling FRESH LAURELS, which I have been endea- 
voring for a year to introduce to the officers and 
teachers at the Grand Street Mission in this city. 

Heretofore our children would not sing, nor could 
we induce them to in any way till the musical 
portion of the teachers condescended to listen to me 
and hear the music from FRESH LAURELS. The 
result was I was authorized to procure as many 
books as I thought n for the use of the 
school. I ordered one hundred, (our school ave- 
Rages an attendance of 117,) and sung from them the 
last Sabbath in December, 1868. Now our children 
sing willingly the beautiful pieces and are each 
anxious to have a book to themselves, and I think 
we can afford to let them have them so, for they 
sing with more interest. Our little rehearsals are 
well attended and the children ready to take hold 
and learn, for the music enters their souls and they 
can’t help singing. 

You don’t know how many thanks I receive for 
being so persistent in presenting the book to the 
— of the er by nt ged say —— et to 
thank you again, and may ess you for giving 

BSH LAURELS 


us FR. 5 
Your friend, E. B. CAMP. 














The above is one from among hundreds of volun- 
testimonials we have received from “LIVE 
3UNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS,” all of whom have 
ound, by practical experience, that “ FRESH LAU- 
RELS” is the most attractive and best Sunday- 
School Music Book ever published. 

No further evidence of this fact is needed than that 
400,000 Copies of 
FRESH LAURELS 
Have been sold in 18 months. 
Sample copy sent, post paid, on receipt of 30. cents. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 425 Broome St., N. Y. 
(Successors to Wa. B. BRADBURY.) 

» 
TEACHER’S BIBLE. 

This is an admirable form of BIBLE, containing 
complete references, with a large amount of in- 
formation for teachers in the preparation of their 
lessons. It is printed in good réadable type, with 
a number of maps, and an appendix of nearly one 
hundred pages, entitled, “An Index tothe Persons, 
Places and Subjects occurring in the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” This Index and the maps will be found of 
great practical value.. The book also contains 
Chronological Tables from the date of the Creation 
of the world to the Banishment of John to the 
island of Patmos. The volume is bound in different 
styles, and is very convenient in size for a teacher’s 
hand-book, weighing from 20 to 28 ounces, 

Imitation Morocco, $3.50; by mail, $3.70. 

Spanish Morocco, $3.75; by mail, $3.99. 

Turkey Morocco, $4.50; by mail, $4.74. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt clasp, $6.00; by mail, $6.28. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt rims and clasp, $7.00; by 
mail, $7.28. 

For Sale by 


J.C. Garrigues & Co., 





608 Arch St., Philadelphia. 
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SONG FLOWERS 
FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND PRAYER- 
MEETING, by the Rev. Mr. PARKER. 
The best book now offered. Copies sent to any ad- 
dress, pre-paid, on a of 35 cents. Send for a 
circular to AMERSLEY & CO., 
Hartford, Conn. 


BLACKBOARDS. 


;C-—— 

The Blackboard is now an important article of 
furniture in many of our best Sabbath-schools. We 
have added to our list of useful appliances, some of 
the neatest styles, manufactured in a substantial 
manner with the slated surface, of which we give 
the sizes and prices: 


2 by 8 feet on each side (12 sq. ft. of oe, 
24% by 8% feet on each side (174 sq. ft. o 
surface Sue -s e - 25 
3 by 4 feet on each side (24 4 ft. of surface), $7.00 
3% by 414 feet on each side (31% sq. ft. of 
surface), - - - - - - - 
4 by 5 feet on each side (40 sq. ft. of surface), 


BLACKBOARD SUPPORT. 


Hammond's frame or support, intehded for the 
Blackboards mentioned above, is so arranged as to 
admit of the Board revolving so as to present either 
side to the observer. Price $6. 


BLACKBOARD EASEL. 


Kendall’s Easel is a triangular stand with a com- 
pound joint for supporting a Board while in use, 
Adapted to the size of ordinary Blackboards, and 
sold with or without them. Price $3. 


PORTABLE 


OBJECT-LESSON SLATE. 

This Slate is made so that the outline of the les- 
son can be drawn before going to school, and the 
Slate then folded up and carried beneath the arm. 
The material of which it is composed is heavy book- 
binders’ board, carefully toated with Peirce’s Liquid 


Slating. 
PRICES OF THE SLATE: 


8square feet of surface, - - - =- 
12 square feet of surface, - - - 





$3.50 


$12.00 


$4.00 
- $6.00 


CRAYONS FOR EITHER SLATES OR BLACKBOARDS. 


White Crayon Pencils, six in a box, 10 cents. 
Colored Crayons, assorted, six in a box, 10 cents, 
These Crayons sent by mail at 22 cents per box. 
Superintendents are invited to call and examine 
these goods, whether they desire to purchaseor not. 


J.C. GARRIGUES O>., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
DOANE’S 


SILVER SPRAY! 


LARGEST, LATEST AND BEST SABBATH- 
SCHOOL MUSIC BOOK Published. Specimen copy 
sent by mai! for 30 cents, on application to the Pub 
lisher, JOHN CHURCH, Jr. Cincinnati, Ohio. 


This work has met with the unprecedented sale of 
50,000 copies, within the short time since its issue, 
whieh is the best assurance of its merit, and of its 
becoming a STANDARD Sabbath-School Music 
Book. Send for Specimen Copy. 


TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 


This is a very convenient arrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
elected by the class. After a choice has been made 
‘the librarian takes the slate, returning it to the class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 


The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of postage. Sample in this way for 20 cents, 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














CHOICE BOOKS, 


APPROPRIATE FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS 
OF ALL DENOMINATIONS. 


Warmly commended by the leading religious 
Journals throughout the country. 


Agnes Wilbur; 


Or, A DAUGHTER’S INFLUENCE, Af Catharine 
M, ‘Trowbridge. 18mo, three illustrations. 90c. 
“A picture of genuine piety; we wish it might be 

read and pondered by our young friends,—Chris- 

tian Secretary.” 


Arthur Merton; 


OR, SINNING AND SORROWING. By Miss Caroline 
E. Kelly. 16mo, four illustrations, $1.25. 
“The book is worthy of being placed in every 
a and read atany fireside,” —Christian 
‘a, 


One Hundred Gold Dollars. 


hf Mrs. ss: E, McConaughy. 18mo, three illustra- 
ons, %e 

“An admirable Sunday-school book, as are all 
those issued by the same Publishers,.”—Reformed 
Chureh Messenger. 


Heavenward—Earthward. 
Fe B. McKeever. 16mo, four illustrations, 


“The story is a natural one, full of animation; 
and in it, the way of good and evil is forcibly con- 
trasted.”’—Evening Telegraph. 


Helen MacGregor ; 


Or, CONQUEST AND SACRIFICE. By Mrs. C. Y. 

Barlow. i6mo, four illustrations, $1.25. 

“We found in it such a freshness and charm that 
we could not lay the book down until we had read 
it from beginning to end.”—Religious Telescope. 


The Home Vineyard: 


SKETCHES OF MISSION WORK. 

Kelly. 18mo, three illustrations, 

“The Sketches are impressively drawn, and are 
calculated to make a good impression upon the 
heart.” —Evangelical Repository. 


Life-Scenes from the Four Gospels. 


By Rev. George Jones, M.A. Large 12mo, twenty- 

five illustrations. $2.00. 

“Itisa ful and captivating harmony of the 
Gospels; the life of Christ being presented as one 
continued narrative, and with true historic accu- 
racy.”—. ies’ Repository. 


Life-Scenes from the Old Testament. 


yy Rev. George Jones, M.A. Large 12mo, with 
aps and twenty-five illustrations, $2.00, 

“The work reads well, and is as entertaining and 
attractive as any of the most popular productions 
of the day.”—Reformed Church Messenger. 


The Sabbath-School Index. 


By R. G. Pardee, A.M. 16mo., 

dents and Teachers. $1.25. 

“The book deserves to be circulated by tens of 
thousands, and will do good wherever it goes,’”’— 
Morning ir. 


The Teacher’s Guide to Palestine. 


9 Prof. Henry 8. Osborn. Witha Map. 65c. 
“Tt cannot but be invaluable to the student and 
teacher.’’—Christian Instructor. 


Tilman Loring; 


Or, MINISTER OR MERCHANT. By Rev. J. K. 

Nutting. 18mo, three illustrations, 90c. 

“ A charming little book, setting forth the blessed- 
ness of enlisting in the work of saving souls,.”— 
Cumberland Dredederian. ' 


i, Cpsetne E. 


For Superinten- 


Tom Miller; 


Oa, AFTER Many Days. By Mrs. M. E. Rock- 
well, 16mo, four illustrations. $1.25, 


“We cannot too highly commend the care which 


this Peerage House bestows on every volume 
issued with their imprint.” —Methodist Home Journal, 


JUST PUBLISHED: 


Stella Ashton; or, Conquered Faults. 
By Mrs, C. Y. Barlow. 18mo, three illust. 90c, 


Grace Mansfield’s Experiment. 
By Mrs, A. K. Dunning. 18mo, three illust. 90c, 
Two of the best books we have yet issued. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 





INFANT SCHOOLS. 


The Teacher’s ‘Text-Books; 
KNOWN AS 


HOURS WITH THE YOUNGEST. — 


In Two Volumes. F 


BY MARY HARVEY GILL. 





Without question, these are the best books for the | 
aid of the Infant-Class Teacher that have ever been © 
published. They contain the result of years of 6x. © 
perience in the management of this important de 
partment of the Sabbath-school work, and there ig 
no one who has charge of a class of Little Ones but _ 
would be benefitted by the use of them, They are — 
entitled ; : 


Vol. I. A Year in the Infant-School, 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 


Vol. IZ. A Second Year in the Infant-School, © 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & C0., 
PHILADELPHIA, 


—— 


LEAFLETS FOR 8. 8, TEACHERS, — 





THE 8S. 8S. TEACHER’S CLOSET COMPANION, 
By Ralph Wells. 100 copies for 75 cents. ‘ 


Suggestions for Obtaining and Maintaining Order ~ 
in their Classes. 25 Cards for 50 cents, , 


THE TEACHER'S PRAYER. A Hymn. 
100 Leaflets for 75 cents. 
4—- Sent by mail on receipt of price. 
Address A. 0. VAN LENNEP, 
8. 8S. Teacher’s Agency. 4 
Box 3976, 54 Cedar St., New York, 
ees 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 
Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, tt is believed to be the cheapest © 
religious weekly published, 

2Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies” 
are taken. : 

Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been: 
made, 4 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ate 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, whic” 
must be paid at the post.office where the subscriber 
resides. q 

A Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will” 
be sent free, on application, to any one whe will” 
solicit new subscribers. } 

dn sending money by mail, we advise our corres 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post’ 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it cal 
be done. 4 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub>’ 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in™ 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
60s ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 





